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Ah! wilt thou then recal the ſcene of woe, 
And teach again my ſcalding tears to flow? 
Thou know'ſ not how tremendous is the tale; 
My brain will — and my utterance fail. 
AnonYMous. 
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CAP. I. 


F REED by their folly from ſo imminent a 
danger, I deſcended from my diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion, my fleſh ſhrinking as it were from its 
loathſome company, and I underwent. a momen- 
tary pain at remembering that my actions had 


merited, nay, that I was actually flying from a | 
ſimilar fuſpenſion. I proceeded on my way 


over the common, pitying in my mind the 


weakneſs of men, when their ſenſes are enſlav- 
ed by ignorance and ſuperſtition, and turning in 

the verſatility of thought to thoſe iflgerent dic- 

howledge, 


tators who pretend to diſſeminate 
but who bind, ignorance in fetters of ten - fold 
durance, enchaining every noble faculty of rea- 


ſon, in the dungeons: of doubt, myſtery, and in- 


explicable perplexity. 4+ O, ſaid I, in the 


enthuſiaſm of thoug t. O, that ſome diſinte- 
form themſelves into a ſociety 


reſted men would mſelve 
ſor the propagation of true knowledge, who 
EL B 


Vor. I. % f 5 5. | would 
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2 - THEODORE :CYPHON, 


would teach the multitude their height in the 
Icale of exiſtence, and convince them that a&i- 
ons alone can pleaſe a benevolent creature 
who would teach them not to dread death as 
a conductor to eternal miſery, if they cannot 
ſWwallow incongruities, and who would teach 
them that the balm of :credulity, called faith, 
Is not ſuffieient to cover the moſt abandoned 
+ actions. Pf. hon 


„ ? * 


Confident I ſhould have nothing to fear at 
aa a great: diſtance from home, I preſſed forward 
the remainder of the night, during the day 
| - lying :concealed -1n :a thicket. On the ſecond 
is hep T:continued to walk forward, as I conſi- 
Jil dered the..danger-now :nearly over, and being 

weak for the want of refreſhment, I ventured 
into town through which the road lay. 

118 | . A : : 25 5 

| E The only ſhop open at ſo. carly an hour, 

| was a little chandler's, who. dealt in almoſt 
| 


every article of country conſumption, as well 
dds ſecond hand clothes. Having purchaſed 

| ſome proviſions of the man, I ventured to 
| in form him I was juſt, arrived from a cam 
paign in the Eaſt Indies, and was going to ſee. 
my friends, that I was aſhamed of my ſcarlet 

coat, and would, if I could get it cheap, pur- 

chaſe another. | „ 


Whilſt I was fitting myſelf, and examining 
ſome other articles of dreſs, my eyes were 
ſtruck with Horror, and my blood recoiled back. 
to its ſource, at'a dirty half ſheet of paper 
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him for all that.” 


' THEODORE CYPHON., 3 


palledl gaht the wall. with MURDER: 


the top in large characters, and beneath, An 
account of -a moſt wicked, notorious, barbarous 
and inhuman murder, committed on the body 
„% his own nephew, 
zodore Cyphon, for the purpoſe of gaining 


. poſſeſſion of his eftate—You have likewiſe 
an account of the marvellous appearances that 
| have haunted the houſe, together with a relation 
of ſeveral ſupernatural prodigies performed by 


the aid Theodore phon. 


Pray, my good friend,“ ſaid I, to the 
ſhop-keeper, without the leaſt movement of 
feature; Do you know this Theodore 


_Cyphon ?“ © No,“ he replied, only as the 
report goes. I take it he is ſomething of your 


- ſize, (meaſuring me with his eye) and they 
ſay deals with Old Nick: for he ſlips out of 


all places of confinement, and though two 
thouſand pounds be offered, nobody can'take 


9 
- 


— 


„Then how can he eſcape from confine- 
ment?“ ſaid I.—<< Why he was ſeized at 
firſt by the hoſtler, who ſaw him come out 
all ſtreaming with blood, and was committed 
to jail, but he leaped from the top one ſtormy 

night, and has never been taken ſince.” 855 


+: 


Being equipped in my new diſguiſe, I 1 
thanked him for his information, and wrapping. 
my old clothes in a bundle, I marched forward, 
_ entertained by the veracity of report. 1 ſoon 
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then. diſencumbered:myſelf, by committing my 


% 


bundle to the firſt {ſtream I. oroſſed, and having 
advanced near ten miles on the road, and paſſed 


_ ſafely. by many. paſſengers; I. withdrew into a 
grove that I might not tempt fortune. 


1 n 


Towards evelüng I again ventured on, and 
had the temerity to. enter a large town, but I 
quickly repented my folly. The firſt object 


which gazed me in the face, was my deteſted 


name, beneath the capital reward of two thou- 
ſand pounds; my perſon was minutely deſcribed, 


and I ſhuddered as Þ read, leſt any bye- ſtander 
ſnould draw the parallel. 1 fancied every one 
watched me as I paſſed, I believed if I ſaw two 


perſons whifper, it concerned myſelf. © In this 

agitation large drops of ſweat gathered on my 

face, all my reſolution and fpifit ſeemed ab- 
ſorbed in infatuated weakneſs. $1 


n 


＋ 


* 


My joy was inexpreſſible when free from this 
danger, à danger which 1 reſolved no more 
unneceſſarily to incur. I was chagrined and 
 Farpriſed that my father ſhould have purſued 
huis deſire of taking me ſo far; well knowing, 
that however he might delight to torment, he 
- , . would not wiſh . bar public juſtice, 


a ſtep that W uld oc his pride and ſtigmatize 
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THEODORE CYPHON, 8. 


eſcapes I had from the hounds of juſtice, who 
had now ſcented the reward, and were eager 
for blood. — The whole kingdom reſounded 
my name, and I was often aſtoniſhed that 


_ eſcape was at all poſſible. : + 


* 
* 
- 


— 


o 


+ 'V k 


It was in one of my concealments I: had the: 
happineſs of reſcuing your daughter,.and repell-- 
ing machinations fimilar to thoſe: which have 
for ever deſtroyed me.. Tired at. length with 
being hunted from mankind !* deſpairing of 
again finding Eliza, whoſe image was the con- 
ſtant companion. of my miſeries, and the dumb 
partner of my woes, L turned my thoughts 
towards the Arab pf the defert, who obeys the 
impulſe of nature and of paſſion. 


— Y 
— 


- My life was in my own eyes of trifling 
confideration,. yet I was unwilling to ſuffer 
for an action I held. meritorious ;. and view- 
ing with melancholy the objects and ideas that 

conſtantly . crowded upon me, I beheld with. 


equal abhorrence the ways and cuſtoms of na-. 


tions, and the whole ſyſtem of human exiſtence. 


I proceeded to London, with reſolution to fly 
to where the fword was law, and inclination. 


the rule of right. 


Withheld by your generoſity and nobility. 
of ſentiment, my heart rejoiced in having 
found a man; but circumilances unhappily 
erowded agam on my wayward fortune, and 
whiſpered that there was no reſt. for the head 
of a murderer, but e lap of nature, and _ 
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| 
| 


miſery. 


— 


| . ff Bo fe ENT 
& Alas!” cried Eve, laying the manu- 

. - ſcript upon the table, and wiping away the 
tears, that followed each other down her. 
lovely cheeks, ** how has my fooliſh paſſion 
brought new evil on the object of its exiſtence-! 
Vet why ſhould he fly us? Surely he could 
nt ſuppoſe we would have betrayed him 
with akiſs of peace: for juſtice could not 

demand the ſacrifice,” RY 


.__« Nay, my daughter,” ſaid Shechem, he 
certainly did not wrong us by ſuch a ſuppoſition, . 
or he would not now have placed in us this con- 
fidence. Beſides, in my opinion, his crime, 
though dreadful, was abſtractedly meritorious, 
inaſmuch as it deſtroyed from the ſurface of the 
| groaning earth, a wretch who converted its goods 
| into the means of evil: but, phyſically and mo- 
rally confidered, he was pes gener wrong, 
| ' - - becauſe infringing on the right of his neighbour 
to live, and becauſe, if private juſtice were al- 
lowed, no man, however virtuous, however 
_ - - praiſe-worthy,. would eſcape the calumny of 
every individual; life would be held on a pre- 
cCarious tenure, and the whole world would be- 
Bp come a flaughter-houſe, until the race of man 
wuoeas utterly extinguiſhed. It is better, there- 
| fore, that partial evils, though enormous, be 
55 J)VVVVVVVVVVVV Wet wn Yo, permitted 
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permitted (if the law provides no remedy) than 
that general evil ſhould reſult” © 

< I am unequal,” replied Eve, to follow the 
mazes of metaphyſical diſcuſſion :. but: cannot 
we think of ſome expedient. to recal the wan-- 
derer, who from this hour ſhall be to me no 
more than a tender friend? Ves, Ladmire his 


firmneſs; partake in his paſſion for the unfor- 


tunate Eliza; and emulating,, as I; will aſpire to 
do, his rectitude of principle, L will riſe above 


the weakneſs of love, ſince it is now. unjuſti- 


Shechem rejoiced at this unexpected eleva- 


tion of mind; and more than ever aſtoniſhed at 

the eccentricities and ftrange. fortune of his 

friond, who was a victim to vindictive paſſion, 

be n on. eſtabliſhing an enquiry, 
1 


tending to, diſoover where Theodore had again 
launched into. obſcurity :: but here an obvious: 


difficulty preſented, for /how could any inquiſi-- 
tion take place, without expoſing the unhappy 


oircumſtanees he: labouted under; thus, in place 
of friendſhip, he ſhould become his perſecutor, 


ſince to detect him in his haunts, was to deliver: . 


. 


him to the magiſtrate, 5 


— 


Thus perplexed, the benevolent deſcendant of 
Abraham found his intentions defeat e d, and the 


ſon of his affections loſt to his bounty. The 


character of Squire Cyphon appeared to him 
more blood- thirſty, more inhuman, than that of 
the pro ling tiger in the deſert of Lybia, or the 


4 — lion 


blow, 
troul of his will; and not bowing down to lick 
| the duſt from the feet of epitomized tyranny. 


8 | ' THBODORE CYPHON. 


lion of the Thebian wildernefs. Not contentea 
with reducing him from the ſhadow of comfort, 


with hurling on him immenſity of deſtruction, 
of deſtroying the ſource of every tender ſenſa- 


tion, and every connection which gives value to 
the exiſtence of ſocialiſed man; he now hunted 


him like a beaſt of prey, and panted for the 
blood of his only ſon; and for what? From 


whence originated this? From an accidental 
Hora in the reſiſtance of wanton power ; 
tuſing to abandon at command the con- 


If his knowledge of Theodore was loft in 
darkneſs, the traces he had left behind held out 


fome glimmerings, by which hope might be in- 


mind the plan he ſhould adopt, and ſighed at the 
ine fficacy of all human inſtitutions to repel the 


-encroachments of injuſtice and oppreſſion, his 
daughter retired with the paper to her chamber, 
where ſhe wept at the fate of the Hanſons, ſigh- 


ed at the deftruftion of the Simſons, and prayed 


to the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, for the 
ſafety of Fheodore. Her boaſted firmneſs was 
- ſhaken at a view of the dangers which encom- 


paſſed him, like the lines of a beſieged city ; and 


her ſoul was diſmayed at the idea that Theo- 


dore—the man whoſe actions were the dictates 


- of juſtice—who had refcued her from violation, 


and whoſe image had firft created in her heart 


the tremulation of love would perhaps expire 
_ © la gibbet — be cut down like a flower in the 
„ nn 


"1M theme . 
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2 1 
* 


her mind. One while ſhe propoſed to ſeek him 

in diſguiſe, to watch and hover round him as a 
guardian angel: another time to brave the anger 
of his father and extort a pardon. But theſe 
the was conſcious were alike impracticable, be- 
ing ſolely the ſportings of imagination. 


Though ſo great her feelings, ſhe poſſeſſed 
the ſpirit of -a noble mind; and though ſhe had 

doated on Theodore with all the fondneſs of ju- 

venile pafſion, thoſe ſentiments were transform- 


ed, all the droſs of weakneſs was ſubſtracted, 


and the pure ore of ardent friendſhip alone 

remained. Though the judge had not conſi- 
dered his engagements ſacred, to her they ap- 

peared inviolable, and equal to the moſt ſolemn: 
form. Sb: . SE IP 


— 7 


the fate of Eliza, and in fact gpardian to ſome 


property fallen to her, he wiſned for informa- 
tion of her then ſituation, and, likewiſe that of 
her ſiſters; propoſing alſb, that if buſineſs or 


pleaſure led him to town, that he had matters 
of moment to commynicate relative to Theo- 


dore. More he would not hazard to the con- 
Squire Cyphon would, like his brother deſpotz, 
keep his emiſſaries in pay where intelligence 


was likely to be gathered. 8 


, A EPL 


Some days after this, the lawyer wham She- 


chem had often occaſion to employ in his bufi- 


a 


| A thoufund impoſſible expedients crouded on 


7 
e 


The ſame evening Shechem wrote to Edward 
in terms of ambiguity; that being intereſted in 
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10 _. THEODORE CYPHON:' 


neſs, called upon him to conſider the progreſs of 

a ſuit in Chancery, which had been depending 
for many years, and ſeemed likely to remain in 
 flatu quo, which inclined the Jew, who loved 
not to throw good money after bad, to ſuffer the 
affair to die, declaring he believed the office 
took its name not from the common chances of 
law, but from the chance of the clients living to 
ſee the termination of the ſuit  - 


The lawyer, who had before this witneſſed 

the ſingular modes of thinking and acting pecu- 
- har to the. Jew, propoſed a queſtion he id had 
been referred to his deciſion, viz. the legal heir 
of an eſtate being miſſing, can the next in right 
proceed to poſſeſſion? „„ 


- % 


. © Mygoodfriend,” replied Shechem, there 
is great ambiguity attached to the term miſſing, 
on the cireumſfances of which hang the defi- 
8 VVV 7 


Can then,” ſaid the lawyer, © the ſecond 
In heirſhip obtain poſſciſion, the premier being 


% Affuredly,” "\replied Shechems, 66. provided 
proviſion is made in eafe the infane recover his 
ſenſes,” . 353 n 


« Well,” replied the lawyer, 60 this * not 
altogether the ſtatement, but now I will give 
Jou a brief of the caſe. The true heir of the 


THEODORE CYPHON; 11 


and has hitherto eluded the vigilance of law. 


He lies at the ſame time under imputation of 


_ derangement, ſo that if not executed for the 
murder, he will be held in durance: The queſ- 


tion is, whether in the mean time the next heir 


can obtain poſſeſſion. ?? 


eftate, in order to obtain poſſeſſion, having made 
away with the incumbent, is obliged to abſcond, 


4 hold not,“ ſaid Shechem, whilſt reflec- 


tions that aroſe in his mind fluſhed his cheeks 
— Doft thou not know, that till condemned by 
the law, every man is preſumed innocent, and 
therefore his eſtate cannot devolve to another 


till he hath actually ſuffered the ſentence? But 


— 


tion. 


in the mean time, I apprehend guardians ſhould _ 
be appointed, like regents in a kingdom, whoſe 


Pegs is a minor. But I think, if thy caſe is 


ular, the haſte of thy employer is equally 


ſo; and I have a ſhrewd ſuſpicion he is within 
JJ 


* You. have exactly met my ideas,” replied= 


the lawyer; and the notoriety of the tranſac- 


tion I have glanced at may help you to informa-- 
55 : Ve 9 . 
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And if I judge right,” ſaid Shechem, in 
fixing on Squire Cyphon, it-is to him an eternal. 


and everlaſting diſgrace, Not content with of- 


fering two thouſand pounds reward to bring his 


ſon to the execütioner, he is too impatient to 


wait the death of that ſon, to defer his poſſeſſſon 
of an eſtate which, but for the crime of that 
| ſon, would never have devolved to bim 
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| Wo, THEODORE CYPHON- 


As Shechem had nothing to communicate, 
and could gain no further intelligence, he was 
, contented. to turn the diſcourſe, in his own. 
mind more than ever execrating ſo vile a depra- 
vity, ſo eager a thirſt after riches and the bauble 

of a name. It is no wonder, thought he, the 
world has been deluded in blood, and the hu- 
man race dragged to ſlaughter for the glory of 

- Fame, when a village Nero can play his pranks 

of domination, was ſcourge with a laſh whom 
„„ t . 


No letter had yet arrived from Edward, and 
Shechem began to doubt whether his affection 
had not been loſt in the common odium attach- | 

ed to the orime of his couſin. But from thefe 
fuſpioions a few days reheved him, by bringing 
_ Bdward himſelf to the Minoriees.. 
His enquiries after the exiles had been fruit - 
leſs. At the receipt of the letter his impatienc 
did not allow any delay, and he came forward 
in the eager expectation of embracing his cou- 
fin; he was therefore much difappointed, to find 
that he again was loſt, and that à barren narra- 
tive alone remained behind. 12 


Of che fate of Eliza he was equally ignorant, 
no one having appeared to claim the portion he 
had cadvertifed in her name; and! conſidering 
her inability to provide for her own maintenance 
by labour, he could only conclude that death 


had finally clofed\ upon her fufferings. As to 
© © Squire Cyphon, his life was a circle of terror 


and 


wp 
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THEODORE rrH ox. 13 
and a ſucceſſion of alarm. His timidity was no- 
torious, and his cruelty more inſufferable than 

ever, for not taſting any comfort himſelf, be 
Eo could not endure in his ſight any one whoſe 
| countenance wore a ſmile, and contrived, by 
- moroſeneſs to involve every face in eternal 
gloom. | No precaution the vigilanoe of ſuſpi- 
PE dion could ſuggeſt, was unemployed: to guard 
againſt aſſaſſination. or ſurpriſe, His. windows 


were barred with iron, his own ſuite of apart- 
ments were only to be entered by a narrow 
door, and to prevent poiſon, he made his ſer- j 


| vant taſte every diſh and every bottle that was | 
brought him. His ſleep was broken and inter- 
 'Irupted ; frequently he would riſe, in the night | 
AF 5 and examine his piſtols. He refrained from all 
| _ Intercourſe with his neighbours, living a volun- 
_ tary- priſoner to the wantonnefs-of his *power - | 
and the conſciouſnefs'of' his deſerts. ö 
| 


«© Andſuch,” ſaid Shechem,* are the.enjoy- 
ments of tyrants; for knowing themſelves a | 
burthen on the earth, they fancy every weapon 
of death-endowed with. latent powers, and turn- 
ing againſt them. But do you really think 
him ſo depraved as to wifh to. ſee his ſon 
publiely executed 7? “? 1 
| As to that, Taid Edward, © probably he 
| may, if he conſiders it neceſſary to his own 
| | ſafety : yet I cannot ſay, as it would wound 
: his pride, and brand him with infamy, for 
| 
| 


amiadſt all this he is tremblingly alive to fame, 


N. 


and affects to lament the inſanity. of his ſon as 
- the ſtimulus of his ontrage of Lord 5 


o 

@ +» N 
| 
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and as the motive for his own precaution. 
The large reward, I believe, is ſolely to get 
him in his power, and no doubt he aims at con- 
finiag him for life.“ ; 


Eve was diſappointed that no tidings tranſ- 
pired, tacitly reproaching Theodore with want 
of friendſhip, in obſtinately perſiſting in a ſilence 
he muſt know would inflict pain on his friends. 
Yet to this. allegation of ingratitude the excuſe 
was ready: How could ſhe know his ſituation, _ 
the difficulties in which he might be involved? 
and the daily dreaded to hear of his being diſco- 
vered by the miniſters of juſtice, or the candi- 
%%% 7... . 


_ 


Finding, that though his journey had indeed 

| aſſured him of the exiſtence of Theodore, it 
could give him no Clue to the inexplicable- laby- 
rinth he. had again entered, Edward- took leave 
of the benevolent Iſraelite and his tender daugh-- 


ter, returning to proſecute plans of improve- 


ment, and to pals his life in irreſolute indolence.. 
Not finding, in the. meridian: of his own quality 
one female whom his heart could approve, . he 
heſitated to adopt her, whoſe ſole diſqualificati- 
on was a want of what himſelf abundantly pof- 
ſeſfed ;_ ſo ridiculous are the ideas often al- 
lowed to influence the actions of thofe who are 

otherwiſe wife 3ͤͥ;“[ 8 
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CHAP. IL. 
4 fitle Incident that <vould embellifh a great Hiftory. 


Sour months paſſed away without bringit 98 


any account of Theodore, and Eve had with dif- 


ficulty overcome the painful thought of never 
8 beholding the friend of her heart. She- 
chem had made every poſſible enquiry permitted 
by diſcretion, but all his circumlocutory inter- 
rogations, tended alike to the point of ignorance, 
and he could not but admire amidſt his regret, 
a vigilance that ſo effectually eluded the inquiſi- 
tion of juſtice—the hopes of two thoufünd 
pounds, and the reſearches of friendſhip. rx. 


A 


He had examined the captains concerned in 
the . Levant trade, not knowing but he might 
have executed his former intention of Wander- 
ing with the wild Arab, yet no traces could. be . 
found. It was in the cabin of one of thoſe veſ-... 
ſels, he obſerved a young man with a com- 
plexion darkened by the ſun; features that were 
natives of England, but poſſeſhng the ſolemnity 
and coramanding grandeur of the Eaſt; and he 


— 


„ 


— 


a © 1 
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was more 8 engaged by a general 
likeneſs, he fancied he could trace to Eliza 
Hanſon. 


le could not ape it herſelf, the 8 
being maſculine, yet the caſt of countenance 
engaged him, and he entered into a converſation, 
during which he diſcovered that he was | ond 
come from Alexandria. 


x 1 


% T have,” ſaid he, der diſcourſe had in- 
troduced familiarity, „ a diamond of ſome 
amount I would willingly part. with, and if you 
favour. me with your addrefs, I win take your 
opinion.“ With this Shechem readily com- 
. plied, and under pretext of buſineſs, preſſed him 
not to et but if e to come ede 
Fa . e 


14 


- Without wi able to account Pg the fadden 
pavtiaty he fekt for one fo totally a ſtranger, 
any other than as he came from the city where 
much of his life had been ſpent, he waited with 

impatience for the hour appointed, and when 
the firanger arrived, diſpenſed with his general | 
. dog OA ow” into. 2 ar. 15 


1 3 was e and Kicen hon 
3 pieces agreed on as the price, but when the 
ſtranger ſigned. his name to the receipt, She- 
chem could not refrain expreſſions of ſurpriles 
at the ſignature of Jaſon Hanſon... e 

. £0 TC 146 PA 


I 


wiped a tear 


 Ings that I am not the only victim.“ 


% Pardon me,” ſaid he, thou art certainly 


related to the Hanſons of ——, and it was the. 


affinity of thy countenance firſt excited my de- 


fire of ſpeaking to thee; may I then enquire | 
how-near thou art of kin??? 


The young man gazed on the withered form 


of Benſadi, he reflected a moment, and no doubt 
conſidering that no danger could ariſe from a 


he could give him any information. 


4 Ales! my ſon,” faid Shechem, whilſt he 


ence will not allow me to relate; but T beg i 
you are informed, keep me no ſonger in ignor- 


% That, ſaid Hanſon, ' my preſent impati- 


ance of what ſo nearly concerns me, for from 


the infamous practices under whieh I myſelf 


have ſuffered, I have the moſt fearful forebod- 


% A ftorm,” ſaid Shechem, ** cannot well 


fall on one, whhout ſpreading to another, and 
ſeldom can vengeance be executed, without in- 
volving every connection with the patient, 1 


have indeed to wound thee to the heart, to un- 
fold to thee, inflictions of a villainy diſgraeing 


to the name of man; but my age and my infir- 
mities forbid me to undertake the taſk in my 


own perſon. Here is à paper written by thy 


- Wwene 
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rom his eye and faultered in his 
accent; I underſtood thou wert ſent to Bom- 
bay, then how cameſt thou to Alexandria? — 


ſolution of the queſtion, owned himſelf the ſon 
of the poor curate, and enquired impatiently if 
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juvenile and ſuffering. friend;. "OFT WY ur 
which thou wilt ſee that virtue in this world, 1s 


not an inſurance of pevigerity.. 


3 


He left 8 to dens the deſtruction of his. | 


family, retiring to the company of his daughter,. 


he charmed bis tumultuous. thoughts, into. 


= neſs, by the influcnee of aye! und. 


Nee ig: diſtraQion, and the moſt 
poignant ſenſations, ſwelled and tore. by turns, 


the boſom of: Hanfon, but when he came to the 


fall of the tyrant, he cried out“ God-like- 
Theodore! noble, high-ſouled friend! this: is 
well, this is right.” A ſtream. af tears guſhed: 


from his eyes; in ſome degree allaying the burn- 


ing heat his over-agitation: created, and he con- 


tinued to follow Theodore through his flight and 
: obſcurity. The concluſion, which-. involved, 
him in darkneſs, awakened: his remembrance 
f where he then was, and. having called 


Benſadi, eagerly enquired if he knew where 
his friend». was concealed, or N he might 


| embrace _ Aller. 7 


DO * 


: Of "theſe EEE than him-- 
LE relatipg, till ſupper. was announced by his 


| daughters. t e ſeveral expedients he had unſuc- 


eeſsfully tried. For any other company Han- 
ſon would have been totally unfit, but the cor- 
dial kindneſs of the Jew,, and the ſoftneſs of his- 
daughter, were ſome conſolation to a diſappoint-- 
ed mind; for having hoped to place his parents, 
a Gifts * the blow he had received. 


UF; 


. 
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by this knowledge of their ruin, for a whiile 
| ſeemed to ſtun him with its force. pars 


Not being under an engagement | of return- 


ing to the veſſel, he accepted for that night an 
apartment at Benſadi's, and turned in his mind 
the ſcheme of retribution he ſhould adopt, con- 
ſidering in the ardour of youth he had a right to 


retaliate, and adding what he had perſonally 


ſuffered, to the injuries of his relations, heknew:. - 


no bounds to ſtay. the rage of his vengeance: 
Bs conceived 1. the part o wiſdom not to leave 


any thing to chance, and befare he commenced 


hoſtilities on the enemy, policy di gated the ne- 


ceſſity of preventing repriſals by leaving oppor- 


tunity; he therefore firſt determined to difeover. 


Eliza, and place his fiſters beyond the reach of 
common misfortune. o 


On the morrow, Shechem accompanied his 


new friend to arrange ſome matters of buſineſs 
with the Levant. trader, and. as _ Hanſon was 
wholly ignorant of the town, conſequently lia- 
ble to im poſitions, he defired Shechem to admit 


into hs houſe two trunks, containing, as he 
hinted, articles-of confiderable amount. 


An inereaſe of fortune like this, appeared al- 
moſt miraculous in the eyes of the Jew, and. 


more than once he expreſſed his curioſity and 
ſurpriſe, that in the ſpace of ſo ſhort a time, he 


could have amaſſed ſo mueh, eſpecially finee he 


had not been in any of thoſe offices, where op- 
portunities are "furniſhed of | plundering | the 


o 
: 


Indian 


* 
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Indian, - and: extorting with demoniac rapacity: 
the aur of his hands. 


„ 80 for from that,” replied Hanſon,. m 

rank 5 is no more than an Eaſt-India ſoldier ; thus 
you ſee, I myſelf am a ſlave broke from his- 
bonds ; 'but I will reſerve my adventures, that 
your daughter may hear them, for you know 


the ſoldier's vanity is great in relating his tolls, 


and the traveller delights to recount to the fair | 
the danger he has furmounted, that ſex being, 


Peculiar in their love of bravery and pre” 
Ben of eftreſs.” Po” | 


Win thi 3 gbechem was fativkied, _ | 
p having at his return provided him with an 
apartment and ſecured the trunks, they, ſat down, 
together, and Eve ſignifying her deſire to know 
all that related to a family ſhe loved, 0 the ſake 
of Eliza, he e 


_ 


E424 


. 


IT: is juſtly alis that the Elen ſune of deſeribe 
ing our difficulties. after they are paſſed, com-- 
penſates in a degree, their fufferance ; and Ino 
longer wonder at the dangers braved by heroes, 
when L taſte the W of LO W over 
1 2 in ſafety. 


You Loo the * ſtation in Which the evo 
lutions of fortune had placed our family, and 


that by the bounty of that infamous miſcreant, 
Taechrie, 1. was for a time e at CA | 


„ 


i afuredly, (taken.in 3 mel 
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It is aſſ (tak moral light) as much 
a debt to ſatisfy expectations we voluntarily 


raiſe, as any other obligation proceeding from 


verbal aſſertion, and he who gives a youth rea- 


ſon to believe he will provide for his eſtabliſh - 


ment, is abſolutely bound to do ſo. With this 
propoſition in my view, it Was no ſmall check 


to my aſpiring hopes, to find in place of being 


caiſed to a ſituation of emolument, that the ex- 
tent of my patronage, was to reach merely to a 


cChaplaincy aboard a man of war, and I lamented 


the inſanity of my friend, to whoſe abſence 


I imputed the change in his uncle 380 


. 


5 8 Little at that time Aid I eoneęive che poſſibi- 
lity of his being the ſubject of ſuch ae ee 15 


perſecution, little did 4 conceive him ſtrug- 


Nen all the hardſtup of impriſonment, or 


— 


I would have ſacrificed life and fortune for his 


relief, though a nation had ariſen to oppoſe. 


By the compariſon of time, I perceive that 


the inſtant of my departure, was the ſignal of 
deſtruction to my family, and that the day 


- which launched me on the ſurface of the mighty. 
decp, was to overwhelm the innocent in bound- 


leſs miſery; but of this I was 4gnorant.- With 


all my fancied ſenſe, I poſſeſſed no more | 


_ preſcience than the ſheop beneath the hand of 


_ the: butcher, I proeceded! en the voyage with 


the lofty hopes of an.adventurer, but ſcarce had 
we loſt the laſt glimpſe of the ſhores of Britain, 


than the farce of my chaplaincy was explained, 


and niy real deſtination laid open; being, that 


. I was ſold. into the Company's ſervice, and thus 


— 
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ſent to be a minion of oppreſſion, and the in- 
ſtrument of enſlaving thoſe who had more right 
to that territory than ourſelves, except indeed, 
the weighty conſideration of a heavier artillery. 
In the firſt tranſports of my indignation, (for 
my. temper is not to be trod upon) I ran to the 
fide of the ſhip, and ſhould have plunged for 
ever from a world of ſo much treachery, had 
not one of the ſeamen caught me by the coat. 
was ordered beneath deck, and pinioned to the 
boards by heavy irons, in a little chamber where 
the air ſcarcely penetrated, and the ſtench of 
bilge water was almoſt equal to ſuffocation. In 
this miſerable ſituation I was not alone; a fitua- 
tion in which we ' taſted the treatment of thoſe _ 
black and copper-ecoloured beafts, that are 
brought from the coaſts of Africa, to plant 
our ſugar canes} to turn our mills, and make - 
fortunes for the moſt imperious of Adam's 
deſcendants. ö e 


The room in which we were pintoned was 
fix feet by five, where three of us were ſtowed 
to ſupply the Eaſtern markets. The one was 
a young gentleman Who was an orphan, and 
left to the care of an uncle. The other a 
youth, who coming to town, ignorant of the 
practices which are. either connived at by the 
magiſtrates to the blaſting of the Engliſh 
character, or elude the vigilance of the police 


FVV 
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This youth was traverſing the ſtreets out of 
curioſity, when he was accoſted by a well=drefſ- 


ed man, and aſked if he wanted employ; void 


of ſufpicion, he anſwered in the affirmative. 


„ Well, my lad,“ ſaid the gentleman, © a friend 
of mine who is a merchant, will employ you; 


take this paper, andtell him Mr. Nox ſends his 


compliments.“ The youth did as directed, 


with many expreſſions of thanks, and haſtened 
to the houſe of the merchant, Who lived on the 


banks of the Thames. He was ſhewn into a 
parlour, received a glaſs of wine, was deſired to 
{it down, fell aſleep, and when he awoke, found 
himſelf handcuffed and in the dark. Being ro- 
buſt, He attempted to eſcape, but in vain: and 
in the dead hour -of midnight was conveyed 
down the river and pinioned in the hold. __ 


And ſuch,” cried I, * is the boaſted gene- 


roſity of Britons, ſuch the ufage of Chriſtians z 


and is it poſſible a free nation can ſuffer con- 
tractors for men? Why have I not power to 
purge, to exterminate thoſe leeches who ſuck 
the blood of ſociety ? But, alas! I am only an 


Eaſt-India ſoldier, going to add my weight to the 
ſcale of that univerſal oppreſſion, which ſpreads: 
from the black ſon of Afric's burning ſands, to 


the vizier, who, glittering in gilded trappings, 


bows his neck to the bow-ſtring of eaftern om- 


mpotence.” 
The ſoul. which enjoys no -internal-ſource of 
conſolation, will in circumſtances ſuch as mine 


were then, ſink into deſpondeney; but my mind 
being ſtored with the inſtructions of a father, 
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and 
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and the learning of ages, I never, in any of my 
accidental diſtreſſes, gave way to uſeleſs repin- 

ing, but ſought in myſelf ſame means of ob- 
viation. I knew, to oppoſe power by force, was 
like battering at a wall with ſand; but I knew 
alſo, that to countermine it by what is called 
cunning, was like wearing away the foundations 
where every. particle of ſand detached was ad- 


vancive progreſſion, 


Being myſelf a miniſter of religion, my 


thoughts often adverted to its influence on man- 


kind, and 1 ſaw that, throughout the varied 
globe, one univerſal principle, was the ground- 
work of every eſtabliſhment, namely, Superſti- 
tion. I ſaw that men were more guided by 
their terrors than a-reCtitude of principle ; and 
that in the eye of Him who permits this diver- 
ſity of form, the moft bigotted devotees of any 


ſea, whether Bramin, Mahometan, Chriftian, 


or Jew, could not ſtand candidates for his fa- 
vour, wanting the qualification of moral virtue ; 
but poſſeſſiing that, the habit of their nation, the 
contradition of their ſuperſtition, and inflections 


of form, muſt, as the duſt on the beam, propon- 


derate alike. | 


I paſs over the intolerable hardſhips of a ſitua- 
tion like ours; the dreadful endurance of a 
burning zone, where the air inhaled was im- 
pregnate-with fire,. and all the ſtench of a ſhip, 
with the comferts of rotten proviſions and ſtink- 
ing. water. I conduct you at once to our land- 


ing at Bombay, where I and many more were 


inrolled in the Company's ſervice, and ſent 05 | 


„„ Oh Sds. 8 
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the country to quell an inſurrection, the cop- 
per- coloured ſons of the earth being tired with... 
the rapacity of the white, and the tortures theſe 


inflicted in extorting taxes, the right of collecæ- 
ing which was undeniably eſtabliſhed by the 


edicts, the cannon. 0 


After ſuffering every hardſhip, thirſty the 
weights of arms, and duſt, (raiſed by our cm- 
pany and the winds) could inflict, we came in 
ſight of a village, where the enemy were 
ſtrongly. entrenched. It was determined: by 
thoſe acquainted. with the feelings of human na- 
ture, to impreſs a full ſenſe of our ſuperiority 
on the various tribes, by holding out exemplary 


> 


The drums and trumpets ſeunded to the 
charge, as the ſhades of night ſerved to raiſe the 
terror of uncertainty. The cannon from an 
oblique battery began to roer, and flaſhes of ſul- 
phureous fire gleamed through the thickened: 
air. The voice of humanity was extinguiſhed. 


in the principle of ſelf-preſervation ; the ſoul, 


goaded to madneſs, ſurrounded by murder, aroſe. 
above itſelf, and triumphed in blood and ſlaugh- - 
ter. . a 3 7 

A body of infantry advanced, under cover of 
a heavy cannonade, to ſtorm the lines, which 
was quickly effected, the bodies of our compa- 
nions (many only ſlightly wounded) ſerving to 


mount the parapet. Without regard we tram- 


pled the dying to pieces; and in the torrent of 
entrance whers a breach was formed, many 
„ C ig were 
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were ſmaſhed or torn aſunder. Our bayonets 
© were fixed, and ſerved in place of pikes, with 
which we charged the enemy drawn up in cloſe” 
compact on the banquette ; and whilſt the blood 
ſtreamed from our wounds we threw ourſelves 
upon their weapons, ſtabbing them in the face, 
and carrying all before us with irreſiſtible fury, 
Some hundreds of our men periſhed by being 
unable to keep their feet amidſt the promiſcu- © 
ous confuſion: of mangled carcaſes, and the glu- 
tinous mixture of blood and fleſh, - and mud, ſo 
that falling down, they were either ſmothered 
14 or trod to pieces. No quarter was given; Man, 
Il | vdman, and child, were hewn down with the 
ſworck and the axe, or knocked on the head like 
brutes. Fire, the moſt dreadful of elements, 
ſpread devaſtation amidſt the houſes, where thoſe 
who feared. the. brutality. of the : ſoldiers were 


burnt to death. 


— 


Cloſe to the ſpot where l ſtood, a young wo- 
man, wholly naked, with two babes in her 
arms, be e, from a ſinking houſe, frenzy rolled 
in her eye, her hair ſtreamed upon the wind, 
il | and ſcreaming a language we knew not, be- 
ſought our mercy. A tall Scotchman, whoſe _ 
| eyes flaſhed the fury of the damned, ſeized her 
children by the hair, and daſhed their brains out 
IE upon the ground. He was going to plunge his 
Il] © bayonet into the breaſt of the mother, when a 
lf - © ball ſtruck her to the ground, and ſcattered her 
brains in my face: at the ſame moment, a black, 
1 naked and ſtreaming with blood, ruſhed from a 

heap of ruins, and with his axe ſplit the white 
- favage from the head half down the back. 
Oe” „„ „„ 3 ABBOT 
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promiſcuous butchery. Virgins were haſtily 


for the fury of Heaven to ſink at once the con- 
querors and the conquered, into the bowels of 
the earth, that if poſſible ſuch a ſcene of carnage. 
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the ſcene I then ſaw ; a ſcene which turned the 


blood in my veins, and rendered my life deteſt- 
ably loathſome. No ſound met the .quivering 
car, ſave piercing ſhrieks, groans, ſhouts, oaths, 
and the roaring of cannon. The haggard eye 
trembled at the falling houſes, the blazi 4 


and the ſuffering people, who fell beneath a 


raviſhed, and then murdered without pity. 
Children were thrown into the flames 


| z the 


young and the old univerſally periſhed.” 


a Whilſt the fury of the ſtorm had laſted, I, as | 
a part of a machine called-an-army, had acted 


in concord; but now I ſtdod ſtill, petrified with 
horror, at the corner'of a ſtreet, the ſmoakin 
ruins burning about me. Perſonal danger had 


no time to occur. My ſoul was ſhocked, my 


whole frame was convulſed, and I called aloud 


might be wiped from the annals. of - humanity. 


But when I conſidered. this was only a freak, 2 


a petty tranſaction in a village, a trifle not worth 
mention, when compared to the battles and 


ſtorms which croud on the pages of hiſtory, 
and ſwell the pomp of glory and ambition; 


I raiſed the point of my ſword to my, boſom, 


and ſhould have bade adieu, without regret, to 
the enlightened, the poliſhed, the civilized, the 

wonderful ſons of earth, had not a blow. 
behind lulled my ſenſes into ſtupor, and clofed _ 


— 
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Hell itſelf is repoſe, peace and pleaſure, to 


ng fire, 
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| my eyes on the grand diſplay of human mag- - 


C 1 


| I was awakened from my trance by a ſtab in 

deute breast; and opening my eyes perceived a 
black (with a viſage flaſhed into the form of a. 

8 dæmon) ſtanding over me, and ready to repeat 
| | His ſtroke with the only arm he had remaining. 
I was not born for paſſive obedience ; a burning 
l _ "ſplinter lay cloſe beſide me, and graſping it more 
through inſtinct than reflection, I gave him a 
blow chat daſhed. him into the flames. — 


w % 


- T ſtarted up, and looked round me with a va- 
cant horror: not to-be-defcribed, at the objects 
which encompaſſed :me ; and «chilled by the 

ſilence which univerſally reigned, except inter- 

rupted by a. craſh df à tumbling beam, or the 
- cracking of the flames. This ſtillneſs was as 
av ful as the preceding tumult had been tremen- 
dous. In every direction the ſated eye turned 
do find repoſe, objects of rapine and barbarity 
met. The mutilated carcaſes of Indians and 
-Eurcpeans blended promiſcuouſly in gore, which 
ſtagnated here and there in hollows.' In one 
place an old man and woman were"transfxed to 
the earth with the ſame pike. In another a 
woman was hanging to a poſt, with two ohil- 
dren tyed to her feet. There was yet no other 
light than that of the flames; and being with- 
out a companion, I ſat down on a dead body, to 
- -reaſon-on the track I ſhould purſue. To re- 
main with the army I ſhuddered at; as my 
aſſiſtance muſt then be given to injuſtice and 
oppreſſion. I had no hopes of being free when 

1 5 | | | | 7.0 


than ſubmit any longer to ſlavery. 
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the term of five years was expired, as I had be- 
fore me examples of the deceits practiſed on 
thoſe who wiſhed to return. The value of my 
exiſtence was not worth the chance of a die, 


but that chance I reſolved to throw, rather 


hut 1 thus fat and reflected, L perceived“ 


indiſtinctly through the gloom, the figure of a 
man, gliding along; he was naked, and held a 
large knife in his hand, whilſt from his neck 


hung @ bag, into which, from time to time, he 


put ſomething. He came nearer, and by the 


light of the embers I could diſcern him cut off 
the head of a man;, and it then ſtruck me he 
was one of thoſe vultures that hover over a field 


he fell prone before me. In an inſtant 1 ſtabbed 


him through the throat, and finding he was 


done for, by his dropping the knife, I turned. 
him over to examine the contents of his bag. 
L tore it from his neck, and taking it up to a 
blaze of fire, opened the mouth; but I cannot 
expreſs to you the ſhock 1 underwent at diſ- 


covering pleces of ears and fingers, which this 


miſcreant had cut or torn from the bodies, for 


the fake of the golden ornaments.. I threw the- 


C3 infamous 
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infamous plunder into the flames, with the 
ſhudder of a man who has unawares graſped 
a ſerpent. I reſolved inſtantly to deſert, and 
from the very face of man 
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I quitted the reeking village, where ſo much 
had been done to convince the wretched Hin- 
doos of the juſtice, humanity. and bravery of 

the Britiſh nation. As I feared our army would 
ſnortly return from the purſuit, I haſtened as 
faſt as my wounds would permit; in a direc- 
tion as oppoſite as I could judge from the route 
of their march. 5 35 


4 3 


The pale flaſhing meteors, which like the 
aurora borealis ſeintillate in the fiery atmoſphere 
of the eaſt, ſerved to guide me "through a 
country without a leading road, and before day 
1 had made up to a foreſt of banyan, plantain 
and other trees peculiar to the climate. Under 
theſe I ſat down to reſt till the morning, my 
wounds being painful, and my ſtrength de- 
clming, g 3 2 N 7 8 . 5 6 Y 885 i 
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27. Retaliation of a Hindes. EE 
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| v 7 HEN 1 the fon: again roſe upon the highelE 


branches of the foreſt, I endeavoured to pene- 


trate the depths of the ſhade ; but owing to loſs. 


of blood, and the languor ever ſucceeding ex- 


traordinary exertion, I was, more than once on 
the point of fainting... Nature had, however, 
provided: hquntifully for the wants and neceſſi- 
ties of man; the moſt delicious fruits hanging 
in abundance. I ſat down to feaſt on oranges 
and pomegranates, and found a delightful freſh- 
neſs ſpread through my frame. The fragrance 
” of the ſhrubs, which bloomed, where in cold 
| elimates, only brambles will vegetate, was borne- 


on. the faint breeze, fanning the ſenſes. The 
fecundity of nature contributed equally to luxury 


and delight. I thought myſelf.on thu borders of 
Paradiſe; and had not the recent ſeene of car- _ 


nage oppoſed as a drawback, I ſhould have pro- 


nounced, that even on our earth there were 


{pots exempted Troms evil. 


In the dt of this e 1 ber the 
buſhes to ſhake, the high graſs to tremble, and 


na A large 
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a large ſnake, nearly ſix yards long, curled 
before me. I was fixed to the ſpot with fear; 
all my paradiſaical images faded in an inſtant; 
though I ſhould have remembered that, accord- 
ing to Moſes, this animal was no ſtranger in the 
garden of Eden. There was ſomething pecu- 
liarly dreadful in the motion of this monſter ; 
it ſeemed to glide imperceptibly along in filent 
majeſty. The birds who were rejoicing on the 
branches, now dropped their note, or faintly 
chitped as, they endeavoured to fly; and the 
monkeys and ſquirrels with wild chatteringsz 
fled-to conccal themſclves beneath the foliage. 


m— 


— 


Its fiery eye did not perceive me, or perceiv- 
ing, bowed obedience to man, and left me in an 

aniverſal tremble; no token, you will ſay, of 
courage,” or my eminent ſuperiority as lord of 

tho rebate. e e 


© 


All the charms of the grove had now loſt 
their beauty, I caſt my eye round with caution, 
and dared ſcarcely advance, leſt I ſhould ſtir up 
an * enemy. As 1 penetrated deeper into the 
wood, I. ſeemed: to enter a region of enchant- 
ment, where a hundred noiſes aſſailed me on 
every fide, none of which had ever before 
vibrated on my ear. Troops of monkeys 
bounded through the trees, with a hideous 
chattering, perhaps at this viſit from a tame 
relation. Various unknown birds flew about, 
bedecked with a plumage glittering as the ram- 
bow, or charmed the ear with ſounds of 
melody. Snakes were become familiar to me; 
ſome lay folded and baſking at the roots of 
1 2 * 8 . trees, F 


1 
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And ſeemed to wanton on the breeze. 
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trees, others wound round the branches, and 
fome of gloſſy and burniſhed appearance, ſuſ- 
pended themſelves from the twigs in the air, 


0 


ſpaces a faint breath. A burning heat, with a 
damp vapour, was alone ſenſibly felt, and theſe 
intermixing with the powerful perfumes, ex- 
cited an almoſt irreſiſtible inclination to ſleep. 


The luſcious fruits which hung in full perfec- 
tion, allayed the thirſt excited by the heat, and 
guiding myſelf as near as poſſible by the ſun, I 
fuſtained my ſpirits 


/ 1 * 17 
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On a ſudden I heard the voice of a man, to 
me far more terrible than ferpents or tygers. 
I flunk trembling into a brake, waiting to hear 
if I could-diſtinguiſh any particular that might 
warn me to eſcape, or aſſure me of ſafety. For 
a time I could hear nothing of the enemy. L 
feared, and for whom I was wholly anprovided,. 
having with me no miſſile weapon of any de- 
ſcription. _ I ſoqn after heard the barking of a 
dog, and the laughter of children. Thus en- 
couraged, 1 ventured to look out, and ſaw a 
naked favage dancing on a little ſpot of rege, 


with two children of a deep copper colour. ' 


aroſe with intention to: truſt to his mercy; for 
man, ſaid I to myſelf, is the ſame, whether 
black, brown, or white, he ſtill has paſſions; 
the only danger to be feared is in oppoſing thoſe 
paſſions; beſides, hoſpitality is the firſt law of 
1 and at all hazards death js only deaths 
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in certain confidence of ſue- 
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and few are the things in this world, for which 
a wiſe man would deſire to ON eo | 


4 


I have 1 had ooenfioir to FOLEY that the 
way to preſerve life, is nat to be over fearful of 
loſing it; being prepared for the worſt, every al- 

ternative is for the better, and we undertake 5 
* ide would tremble at. 


Thus fortified by reaſon, I ventured to ad- 
vance, but the Hindoo had no ſooner a glimſe 
5 my colour, than as if a lion had ruſhed down 

his path th, he uttered a howl, and catching his 

children in his arms began to fly. I called after. 
him aloud, he looked round at the tone of diſ- 
treſs; I lifted: up my hands, I antes to my 
wounds, though this appeal ſhould have excited 
his joy, ſeeing they were received in butchering 
his countrymen; but his heart was not made of 
1 materials, and ſeeing that I was un- 

rovided with fire-arms, he turned round and 
HEL out his Hand in token of —_— 8 


"4 addreſſed. bim in the - ſeveral 3 1 
was maſter of, but he was ignorant of all except 
the Hindoo, and a little bad Arabic, ſerving 
merely to convey a general meaning, accompani- 
ed by ſigns. I bis was, however, ſufficient' for 
the pur poſe of benevolence, and ſeeing my 
exhauſted fituation, he conducted me into a 
deep hollow, where amidſt almoſt impervious 
ſhades, the medeſt manſion roſe. This place was 
an erection of ods, ſtrengthened by branches of 
woes, — . begame a Iving A ial 
m 


I 


with them?“ 


e 
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A ſmall aperture ſerved for door and window, 


an Indian mat for carpet and bed. Milk, melons, 
and cocoa nuts were ſet before me, by the 


female companion of his ſolitude, and knows». 


ing, that he who would ingratiate himſelf with 
the mother, muſt notice her offspring; I was 
particular in my careſſes of theſe dingy children 
of heat: Hs IE Cope OT: Ae 1, HL 


** 4 : 
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A condeſcenſion ſo unuſual from a white, 
gained upon them both, and all that the cottage 


afforded was at my command. You are 
ſeparate here, my friend,” ſaid I, from the 


reſt of your nation, do you hold no commerce 


— LEY 
a - 


« Yes,” he replied; . hold the commerce 


of friendſhip ;' I feed the wanderer when he 

ſtrays from the deſert, without aſking his c; 
Jam content with. my companion ; we live on 

the productions of nature, and can man deſire 


3 
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„ Yes,” ſaid I, „you live ignorant of a 


thouſand luxuries, you know not the voluptu- 
ouſneſs of poignant ſauces.” E AREAS "ol 


> 


4 * 


27 N * * 6 2 et 2 Is ; * ' 
<< Brama,”” faic 


provided with vegetablesan 


art of "navigation which opens one country to 


angther, and ſupplies the inhabitants of the 
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| allows us not to deſtroß 
the life of any animal, and we are ſufficiently 
ö its.“ 4 Suppeſing 
it, replied I, “ you know nothing of the divine 
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frigid zone, with the luxurices of the tempe- 
rate and torrid.” —** Happy would it have been, 
faid he, „if I had not known, nor even heard 
of this divine art, for I ſee nothing refult from 
it but murder and oppreſſion. If we built large 
ſhips like yourſelves, and could traverſe the 
vait ocean, would your people give us ſettle- 
ments in their country, and allow us to make 
contributions?“ . ; 3 


9 No, 5 ſaid J,. fc that would de contrary to 
he laws of nature and the rights of poſſeſſion.· 
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Then,“ retorted he ſharply, you aQ 
contrary to the laws of nature and the rights of 
pPoſſeſſion. You are at great Pains to brave 
__ forms and diſtreſſes, that you may extort from 
us our property, and convert us into flaves, to 
/ _ lt vont pine, your poppies, and your cottons. 
| We wong e Wa traded with you, we 
would haye given you our oottons, our gold, 
our diamonds, and our ivory.—“ But,“ ſaid I, 
you would not have given us them Mr nothing, 
and the needy adventurers who came over here, 
| have not prineipal ſufficient to wait the profits 
' + ofa fair barter.” _ V 


* Kg w 


© By that,” ſaid he, 1 ſuppoſe, and from 
their actions, I judge, they are the dagabonds of 
2 your nation that come amongſt us. 8 T had heard | 
Ff their eruelties, and not being willing to loſe _ 
tie liberty of oommanding my own actions, 
- {for I do not fee how their being white gave 
"them authority te force me to labour,) I 558 


— 
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Took the pleaſure of living with my relations, 


and with my IS. buried myſelf in 
the woods.“ | >} 


4 


Sande were the femiments of We 3 
Hindoo. I own I bluſhed for my countrymen, 
and the only excuſe I could made, that they 
were a company of hungry merchants. * OF 


what avail,” thought I, is our boaſted learn- 
ing and- knowledge ? Þ or what are all our 
reſearches, but to deal out ſlavery and death to 
| thoſe lefs learned 'than ourſelyes ? "Wanderfyl 
be eb pats indeed!“ 


- 4 — 


Before ay Indian friend; S found mp | 
ſiderably ſunk in value, and had I then a tom 
2 like "myſelf, I ſhould have renounced 

ciety, und take up my abode with monkies 

. andfſerpents.: Beneath the covert of the woods, 

I remained till my wounds were perfectly healed; 
experiencing the efficacy of cleanlineſs and na- 


ture, to reſtore the accidental damages of our 
fragile machine. Perhaps I ſhould have form - 


_ ed a family alliance with the worſhippers of 
Brama, and learnt to reverence the Pagoda of 


Seringham, had not my apprehenſions of the 


fate of my r ſupported the fading deſire 


of returning to England. I therefore firſt pro- 
poſes a trial at eſcape, and ſhould that be impoſ- 


ible, to ſit down in peace beneath the dan ue 
ſhade, rather than again N E pert 1 


Eoglifh fenloment. 5 
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I ſet out in the. deſign of traverſing the im- 
menſe wood, which had from the firſt harmony 
of chaos ſpread forth its branches, and I ſhed 
tears at parting with the man of nature, and his 
family ; I left them ſporting with their children 
on a little green, and had the ſatisfaction to hear 
- , their repeated good wiſhes in that accent of 
- Heart-felt affection, which more than words is 
convictive of the eſteem we we poſſeſfſss. 


. ; + . 
* o 


__ - Thoſe, who have never experienced, can 

5 Lie conceive the terrors of an eaſtern foreſt, 
far oyErbalancing the beauties of the flowers 
and the richneſs of the fruits. In the day, 
the ſilent ſerpent winds through the graſs or 
darts from the trees, whilſt the air is hot almoſt 

to ſuffocation. In the night, echo thunders with 
roarings, the meteors gleam through the air, 
and the under growl of lions and tigers, fix 
diſmay in the ſtouteſt heart, and carry terror to 


4 
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in the ſkin. 
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On the ſecond day of my painful journey, 

I: diſcovered: the remains of an animal I judged 

to be a buffalo, from the largeneſs of the remain- 
ing bones, though they were broken and ſcat- 
tered about. I had fortunately only heard the 
oo 1 EE Te 3 | roarings 5 


* 
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is ſufficient reaſon to annihilate millions of 


On the eighth day of my journey, my eyes 
were bleſſed with the proſpect of the mighty 


* 
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rbatings of the lion and the howlings of the 
tyger, but I every moment expected to ſee 


them ſtart from the gloom, and ſeize on me as 
their victim. Indeed I often met with their 


foot - ſteps, and in one place from the de vaſta- 


tion of the trees and the torn up ground, b 


noceras or elephant. 


concluded there had been a combat with a rhi- 


'I 


No human being, nor the traces of their feet 


met my eye throughout the remainder of my 
ſolitary march, and whilſt I beheld ſo immenſe 
a tract adorned with all the glories of luxuriant 
vegetation, I- curſed in my heart that ambition, 
with which a name or paltry track of ground 


2 


human beings. 


ro 
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deep. I. ſtood for a time to gaze on it with ex- 


tacy, and felt a rapture. ariſing in my mind at 


the recollection of parents and friends, but this 


woas quickly damped by not being able to deſery 
either town or  habitation.. I ſat down, gazing 
round with irreſolution of purpoſe, for being 
8 of the latitude of Surat, near which 


uppoſed myſelf, nor having any inſtrument to 
take an obſervation, I might wander without 
ever approaching nearer, or perhaps throw 
myſelf in the way of the army. Ye 
down without an effort, and ſpend the reſt 


of my life without pur poſe or benefit, was 
contrary to my uature, and I reſolved at leaſt 
OBS ond. f to 
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et to fit 
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to make a arial; to eſcapes by following i in a 


. northward e . the banks pr the. 
ocean. 


* 


Dor Fn hw 1 s this * but the 
wood, the only ſource of my exiſtence, ending 
in a barren flat, neceſſitated my return, chang- 

ing my intention into the waiting the 4 of 


chance, which might conduct veſſel on: 
ſhore, or within fight of big 

| "lathe lie I ſeemed: doomed to lead, there 
was littleof variet e next t eee, me 
ſabſiſtenoe, my whole T amuſement 


conſiſted in examining a, thouſand plants and 

 Rowers. unknown in Europe. I now experi- 

enced the want of ſoeiẽty; the hours paſſed 

away, it is true, but in their duration I was a 

e, to e and 3 for N e of 
on. 8 


F The equinox 1 e muſt come upon me, 
but hoping as 1 did to leave the place, I wanted 
refolution to provide for it, and ſhould doubt- 
lefs have waited its fury, but for the reſtleſs 
ſpirit which impelled me to action. In obe- 
di ience to this impulſe, I began to ere a hut, 
with nd other tool than a. pocket knife, and 
found no ſmall e in, e its ad- 
vancement. . 
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"The, dend of lions and tigers: wore a; ; 
* L experienced the folly of that common 
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Ave of nature 1 the creature of timidity. On 


the contrary, tis ſociety renders us cowards, | 
by leading us to truſt in the ſupport of others. a 


But ſet a man where he knows. himſelf cut o 
from foreign aid, where he muſt depend 
his own reſources, he inſtantly finds OR 


rouſed to defend, and that his ſuperior ſagacity 
is more than competent to. overcome. mecha⸗ 


| nical 1225 8 1 


Pad 


Round the ſpot I had Wwe” 7 my | little 


| habitation, I drew. a line of chevaux de rixe, 
' formed of og ſtakes, ſo cloſely and come, 


pactly placed, that no animal of common ſize - 
could have made an entrance. Thus 1 began 


to have a regular appearance. One day walking 


along the ſhore, I had the curiofity to pick up 
ſeveral ſhells that lay ſeattered about, they 


contained pearls df no little value, and as I ne- 


ver deſpaired of ſome day eſcaping, I concealed 
many of the fineſt in ny clothes, 


I had not born more than fix weeks on the 


. ſhore, weeks whieh to me had poſſeſſed the dura- 


tion of months, and for aught I could perceive,” 
I might here ſpend the remnant of my Uayss 
no veſtige of man being near, or in fact, any 
object that could aſſure me the earth contained. 


- 


One of thoſe 8 florms which threat= 
- ened deſtruction to ſinking nature, cloſed in the 


evening of a beautiful day. Rain and bail de- 
ſcended not in torrents, but in ſheets, or as if 
12 INOS clouds en at onge with their 
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contents. The. thunder ſeemed to ſhake the 
heavens, and vibrated through the foreſt with- 
| ent, a; moment's intermiſſion, whilſt the light- 
1 nin ng. of various colours,. flaſhed and. illumined 
{If av which enſhrouded: the earth with 
4M the. dar knefs. The heavens themſelves ap- 
11 | peared to open, and the laſt hour of reſuſcita- 
4" non to be come, and trembling nature about to 
bear her doom. The greateſt ſtorms of Eu- 
1 rope when compared with them, are a child's 


* to the Der of A. f 


3 * PER orgud: 3 daſtied and ed 
tie boſom. of the clouds, were ſhivered into 
atoms; the whole foreſt bent and waved like a. 
field of corn. The ſea aroſe above. its ſhorts in 
contending confuſion, and its ſurges daſhed with. 
a ſound awfully fi ublime, when intermixed with 
the jar of elements. The roaring of the lions 
and the kowling of other beaſts were ſunk in 
the ſtorm, and ſeemed rather the impulſion of. 
5 fear, than he 3 of . 


% 


" Dh the- POD Ra tree T was + Toſs. Gore the 
1 and though drenched with rain, con- 
templated with reverence the grandeur of the 
. hurricane in the elevation of its fury; thence, 
by a natural tranſition, raifi my mind with. 
wonder to the power of that Being, who could: 
ſet the univerſe at war, hurl infinity of worlds 
againſt each other in confuſion, and convert the 
- harmony of the eireling ſpheres into uproar, de- 
l all that breathes the breath 2X exiſ⸗ 


: nee. 
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he 8 For three days the ſtorm continued, 
h- 1 interruption, it then e e and 1 
Ut © . ventured towards the ſhore. Every ttep pre- 
ed Tented before me , devaſtation, and I found | 
th - hut, wherein I had truſted as able to reſiſt ſol- : 
p- ſtitial fury, ſcattered without a veſtige remain | 
ta- ing. 1 raiſed: 7 BYes towards - the ocean, and | 
to. beheld: with plea ure unſpeakable; a veſſel near- 7 
u | ing the land, apparently under circumſtances of : 
d's. diſtreſs. 1 retired ton Where I might ſee without | 
- deing obferved, waiting impatiently till me N 
ö 4 branes to, on Lent & boas e | ; 
ed: 5 
nato 55 Their babits . me TOO were . 
© 4 and now being no longer in fear, I ee 
in accoſting them in F rench two of them hap- 
x | cs to be well e yo that oo 
1 
ons 
- 1 bed them 1 has been Dipwrecked' in a 
of. voyage to Mocka, had taken the dreſs of a com- 
EY mon ſoldier who was drowned on the ſhore, and 
5 ** remained on the PN near 8 * 
the 
on- IF They 8 to ne e on a eas; ar the e 
the — time letting me ynderftand, they were bound 
ce, from Surat to Mocka for gums, and that the 
ith, - ſtorm had driven them into ava aye which \ was 
uld: 5 "Wait of W ä f 
ids "A | 
- After 8 the 3 3 fro, » we went 
iſe on board, and kaving repeated the ſame ſtory to 


the captain, he offered to land me ſafe at Mocka. 
1 knew too well the character of the ey : 


- at * 
| 4 
0 X 


i 


„ nil Wed de 


end indeed of mankind in general, to open to: 
him the ſecret of my wealth, as I doubted not 
- would Tacrifice hi bumanity to avarice,. and 


mo land me i in a WES. to periſh. , 7 


Thad e d whe 1 of: Kita . 
3 Sea, traverſing the famous Fhebaiè deſert, 
and down the Nile to Ale xandtia. As my Ba- 
tavian proceeded no higher than Mocka, and 
there were no veſſek tien in Harbour, I was ob- 
liged to wait, and ꝓrouide myſelf lodging with 
an old Arab, whoſe rapacity belied the eharae- 
ter of Arabian hoſpitality. I parted with ſeve- 
ral of my pearls to provide myſelf an Arabian 
dreſs, and many other nenefilr 6: required in a 
voyage equally dangerous and tedibus; in which 
more was to be apprehended from the inhabi- 
tants on fhore,. than the hazards. of the ſea, or 
the ſunken beds of coral, from whoſe. * 
5 e e * ſen eee. OO e 


wor A tt Santi to FO Shak * | 
Is protection, I was allowed to remain at li- 
- bertys- not being conſidered as worth particular 
notice, from my apparent poverty. In one of 
the common veſſels that ttade on the Red Sea, 
after many delays, Lprooured a: paſſage under 
protection of my old hoſt, for all: who would 
make a vovage through this inhoſpitable region, 
muſt nominate ſome Arab as ghaſir or protector, 
Without which; in caſe of ſhipwreck, 'they 
E probably * murder as Oy a5 rob- 

* 
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The . uſual- vioiſſitudes of weather attended |; 
our tourſe, and when near ſhore, our ſenſes i 
were delighted with the ſpices wafted from Ara- | 
bia Felix; but however I might be tempted te 1 
land, the: barbarity of the inhabitants prevented 
me. The only place we touched at to procure 
ſome refreſhment, was Gidda, where we took 

up two Mahometan pilgrims who had been at 
"Mecca. 4 ; TI 


ot 


| 
rr ng In 


In the following night a fmart gale of wind 
ſprang up from the ſhore, which ſent our pilots 
to prayers, inſtead of uſing their exertions, and 
the ſtars being obſcured by clouds, I feared: be- 
ing driven on the A byſlinian-coaſt;'and ignorant 
as I was of navigation, 1 endeavoured. to ſteer 
through: the ſtorm, and to inſpire the ſailors. 


Rr 


* 


bi- with ſome other ſpirit than fuperſtition. 
or N e 


For two days we continued to drive, every = 
hour expecting our creaking_ veſſel would deli- 
12885 ver us to the waves. We then came within 
or ſight of a ſhore, the captain aſſerted he knew to 
lis | be a well known point within a few leagues of 
lar Suez, and therefore ſtood directly in; but the 
of ſurges that broke over the beds of coral, ſoon 
a, convinced him of his miſtake, a heavy ſquall at 
ler the ſame time fixed the forecaſtle immoveably. - 
ld: firm, whilſt the ſtern was expoſed to the beat- 


* 


Ny. ing of the waves... 


- 


5 
nt AA 


A In vain the Mahometans called on their pro- . 
5 Phet for ſafety, they were obliged. to commit | 
ps - themſelves, to the waves, few. reaching the ; 
Rp | F fit F ore. ! 
he 3 | . 7 
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ſhore. To me who was export at ſwimming, 
and collected in my ſenſes, the attainment of 
land was an eafy matter; but when there, I 

knew not what reception I might experience, 
and fixing in my belt a brace of piſtols and an 

- Arabian dagger, I caſt myſelf on the waves, 

- > ſhortly gaining the land, where not a ſingle 
trace of vegetation Was perceivable. 


It was early in the morning when the air is 
exceeding keen, and I found thoſe who eſcaped. 
crouching to the ſand, lamenting the wreck of 
the veſſel. From uſeleſs regret we were quick- 

ly called to action, by the appearance of ſeve- 

ral Arabians armed with ſpears, and not know 
ing whether they came as enemies'or friends, 
were obliged to prepare to receive them as 
—_—_— YT THR 7 ö 2 


The Arabians moſtly. carry with them ſome ._ 
deſtructive weapon, and therefore we found 
ourſelves very well armed with piſtols and dag- 
gers. Our little company which had trembled ' 
before at the blowing of the winds, drew-itſelf 
up with admirable reſolution, againſt a danger | 
far more dreadful. This was merely the reſult - 

of habit, for in thoſe deſert wilds where man | 
is hunted by man, life is held on the tenure of 
%% 


* 3 * 


Seeing our reſolution, and probably ſuppoſ- 
ing perſons in our circumſtances could not have 
much plunder, they halted at a little diſtance, 
ſurveying us with attention. I conſidered, _ 5 

i | when 
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when reſolution wavers, a trifle will occaſion it 
to preponderate, and that much may be truſted 
to the generoſity of man. I therefore threw 


down my arms, and advanced with one hand 
ſtretched out, the other touching my forehead, 


pronouncing at the ſame time aloud, '** Salam - 


\ 


A venerable Arab with a ſpear in his hand, 


and double armed, advanced to meet me, with 
the ſalute of ** Alicum Salam, an aſſurance 


that peace was between us, and that I might 


* 


claim the rights of hoſpitality. 


5 And you are alſo bound,” faid1, & to pro- 


tec theſe my companions through the deſert; 


will you ſwear that no harm ſhall come upon 


them? As to that,” ſaid he, my profeſ- 


ſion is war, and thoſe who are with us, muſt 
partake in its chances. I am going to return 
through the wilderneſs of Thebes into Tower - 


Egypt, and if your route be that way, you muſt 
partake the hazard of warfare.” . | 


* 
— 


2 
þ * 
* 


This was not the route of the ſailors, and as 


they feared to truſt an Arab of the deſert, they 


agreed rather to endure the chances of famine, 


nor could I perſuade any but one Turk to truſt 
tnmfelf with the robbers. „ ys 


- 


5 The 1 * the ſeamen icritated the 
chief of the band, and I had ſome difficulty in 
perſuading! him to-: ſuffer their obſtinacy to bo 
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its own reward; but no entreaties could-prevail _ 
with him to ſpare the wreck, which was by. 
this time divided, and great part waſhed aſhore. 


All that was portable his followers laded up- 
on: camels, and by the time the ſun caſt no h. 
dow on the plains, we were ready to march 
over a track of rocky and uneven ground. - 


op 


ed 


4 


* : 


_ CHAP. Iv. 


In vain ye hope the green delights to know, : 
Which plains more bleſt or verdant vales beſtow; - 
Here rocks alone, and taſteleſs ſand are found, : 
And faint and fickly winds for ever how! around. . 
5 85 Pg „ 1 | 
Qcceafe my fears! all frantic as I go, „ 
When thought creates unnumber'd ſcenes of woe. 
What if the lion in his rage I meet = © 2" 
Olt in the duſt I view his printed feet. Corr ixs. 


I CONSIDERED myſelf as now launching 

out into a new ſphere of exiſtence, being thrown | 
amongſt the truly ſavage ſons of men, with 
whom no law, ſave force, was acknowledged; 1 


: conſidered 


* 
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= | conſidered that 1 ſhonld now ſee him, wen 
„ eg pation had fray, and his defies only ro- 
hp preſſed by gratification. _ N M 
During our painful march, which by no | 

means excited pleaſurable: ideas of what was to ; 

be endured in traverſing the burning ſands, 1 F 

had occaſion to obſerve the — of their 5 

courage, and the undaunted air, ſo ſtrongly de- x 

lineated on their features, the conſequences of an ; 
independent life. Towards evening we turned | 

round a. ſharp projection of rocks, and found ; 


ourſelves in a regular camp, where we were re⸗ 

ceived with congratulations, and the faith, which 
was never known to be violated by a robber, 

pledged to us. I endeavoured to attach myſelf 

to the chief, by opening to him ideas he was ut- 

terly ignorant of, and happily for me, he was 

a man of curioſity and uncommon liberality of 


2, 


A young camel was killed, as-a kind of feaſt 
before we began our march, and brandy was given 
round in plenty, as we ſat upon the ſands. The 
meat was ſeaſoned with ſpices to a degree of e- 

coriation; and when I eonſidered the vaſt quan- 
8 tity of pepper and brandy they conſumed, with 
— the fiery atmoſphere they inhaled, I could not 
* wonder at the heat of their temper, or that their 
natural paſſions partook of madneſs. In fact, 


hing the animal ſpirits, in thoſe climates, are in con- 
Is ſtant fermentation, unknown in the temperate 
with air of Europe; and though we do not call them 
— children of the ſun, they merit the name of 


children of fire, 
Vor. II. ü -D | 5 | ” In: 
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An the morning our tents were .ſtruck, and, 
together with the baggage, and a large proviſion . 
of water in ſkins, mounted on the patient camel. 


The whole band, to the ſound of ſongs, began 


to move forward, and no care ſeemed to cloud 

them from the paſt, or what might be yet to 
come. Mirth and jeſts were bandied from one 
to another, and an unacquainted ſpectator would 


hardly have ſuppoſed ſo careleſs a troop was 
about to traverſe the burning deſert, and give 
themſelves up to all the inconveniences and dan- 


gers attending ſo diſmal a march. 
1 . a . | T 2 4 71 LT 7. br 8 15 
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For many leagues our way wound amongſt 
mountains of garnet, vaſt columns of which 
were ſcattered in various forms, and ſcattered 
over the vallies, appearing like the ruins of ſome 
magnificent city. Amongſt theſe we halted at 
night; and our ſcouts bringing word that they. _ 
had diſcovered traces of camels feet lately form- 
ed, being thoſe of a wandering band more nu- 


merous than themſelves, it was agreed to re. 
main here for ſome days, till they ſhould have 


- paſſed beyond danger of our overtaking them: 
thoſe robbers always avoiding any troops on the 
ſame expedition, if ſuperior in numbers. Their 
ſagacity in diſeovering the number, and time 
they have been onthe ſpot, is only equalled by 
the American Indians, Who will trace an enemy 
through vallies and over mountains by his ſcent, 
or the preſſure on the ſwar la. 


P 
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The tents were accordingly pitched, and as a 
mark of favour, my ſtation was appointed near 
that of the captain. The mountains where the 
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Gabi firſt inhabited after the flood, FB on 


our right hand; being fearful of angther deluge, 
if they ventured to build in the: plain, they ex- 


cavated the mountains like the cells of a honey- 


dane in which a whole 1 nation reſided. 


AL 


ment of antiquity, led me to prevail on the 


Shaik or Captain to accompany me, with thirty 


of his men, to view ſo extraordinary a perform- 


ance, which remains a teſtimony of ſome great 


revolution in nature; though that the whole 


| carth ſhould at once be emerged in a. deluge, i is 


. impoſſible. . 


"4 


A few miſerable wretches; who live on plun- 


der, and the fleſh of camels cut and dried in the 


ſun, at this day exiſt in theſe ſubterranean 
chambers, many of which are both curiouſly 
carved, and ſpacious enough to contain a whole 


village.” Having ſatisfied ourſelves, going from 
one chamber to another, we mounted our ca- 


mels, and deſcended into a deep valley, ſur- 
rounded by immenſe rocks of garnet of various 
colours, acting as lens in collecting the rays of 


the ſun, rendering reſpiration ſcarcely. poſſible, . 


though a gentle current of air was drawn * 
the centre of, the valley. | . 1 
we 00 not PENN far, whan' one of the 


Arabs diſtinguiſhed 'the op of a tent, with a 
0 


ſtreamer flying, behind a pile of rocks. Before 


we could determine on the neceſſary meaſures, 


ſeveral men appeared — ling out to meet 
us. 
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In a moment the robbers were prepared, ſee- 
ing we, muſt engage; lightning appeared to flaſh 
from their eyes, their noſtrils were inflated, their 

v hole viſage became a tempeſt of fury, and they 
ran to the attack. The enemy were drawn out 
in greater number, but we had the ſuperiority 
in arms, and by a judicious maneeuvre, the cap - 
-tain-ſhewed himſelf not unſkilled in command. 


The irregularity of the ſcattered rocks affording 
-places of concealment for an army, he detached 
ten of his. men, commanding them to remain un- 

obſerved, till, by a feigned flight, he ſhould have 

drawn the enemy beyond ſuccour from their 
camp, they were then to take them in flank and 
give no quarter. 5 5 Wh 


Fae: © 2 5 my ſtation beſide Ab Ulmer, the WP 
tain, reſolving to exert myſelf to the utmoſt ; for 
now it Was not an affair of injuſtice, . but tyrant 
-—againft tyrant; and my only chance of retaining 

the affections of my protectors, was by a diſplay 
of courage equal to their . on. 


Ab Ulmer knew the advantage of riding up 
_ + to the charge. Our piſtols were diſcharged in 
each others faces, our ſpears were hurled in the 

air, and our ſabres drawn in an inſtant. On 
our part, though we maintained the battle with 
vigour, we gradually retreated to beyond the 
ambuſcade, Which at the ſignal ruſhed out, and 
took them behind; at the ſame time we uttered 
'a tremendaus ſhout, and re-nerving our arms, 
redoubled our exertions. The enemy conti- 
Mw ho N e nued 
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= nued firm and undiſmayed, fighting with the 
aſh obſtinacy of tigers, who diſdain to yield whilſt 
eir breath remains in them, though bleeding under. 
ey a thouſand wounds. | - 


out | 9 
ap- Notwithſtanding this refiſtance, we began to 
d. preſs upon them, when in our turn we began 
5 to fear, near twenty more advaneing from the 
; camp at full ſpeed. Fly, Hanſon,:” cried Ab: 
ding Ulmer; take twa with you, turn yonder 
hed projection, and attempt to burn their camp, or 


un- we ſhall be loſt.” 1 haſtened without loſing a: 

1aVe moment; and notwithſtanding: the burning 
heir heat, and violent thirſt, occaſioned by clouds of 
and duſt and the exertion of fighting, together with 
IE the painful irritation of the duſt rankling in our. 
wounds, 1 urged forward, with the, two. Arabs,. 

4 whoſe countenanees were ſtained with blood, 
. and had the fury of hounds devouring their 


Nr prey. 


We entered the camp, it being left under the 
care of only three men and two boys, who 
ee the paſs. Two of the men were in- 

tly cut to pieces, and a fire burning on the 
ground, for the purpoſe of roaſting food, the 
tents were inſtantly in a blaze. e 


The eries of women were heard from one of 

the largeſt, already on fire. E haſtened in to reſcue 

them ; but my eyes were ſhocked with a ſight 

more dreadful: than imagination can conceive. 

T wo young. females, beautiful as the virgins of 
Georgia, were weltering on the ground, whilſt _ 
| | WS: ſtreams. - 
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| ſtreams of blood poured from the wounds. the 
had given themſelves. An elderly woman 7 
moſt magnificent mein, lay ſtretched befide 
them, in all appearance dead. One of the 
Arabs, perceiving ſhe yet had life, placed one 
foot on her boſom, and raiſed his ſcymeter to 
cut off her head, but catching his arm, I turned 
aſide the blow. He inſtantly, endeavoured to turn 
the weapon upon me, but avoiding the ſtroke, I 
plunged my. ſabre through his throat, and 
PR HYD. down without a groan.. 12 


— 


'The 107 ho was mots arrayed in fine 
muſlin and jewels, I dragged out of the tent; 
but before I could return to ſave her daughters, 
the whole was an entire blaze of fire, and they 
were ſmothered in the flames. The whole 
camp was now kindled, and it was with diffi- 
culty we could carry to a diſtance .fome of the 
valuable baggage, in which we were helped by 
the ATR and the two 907 


eee thoſe WO ET in u the pg ſee- 

: ing their tents burning, and not knowing the 
numbers who were thus employed, flagged all 
at once, ſuffering themſelves to be cut down 
almoſt without . waleh they were to a 
Man. . | | 


The thowt of dry victory! ! aſſailed our 
ears : but we had little to boaſt, only twelve re- 
maining on our fide, and theſe badly wounded, 
the captain eſpecially, who had then the head of 


a ff pour 9 in his arm, Water was the 
8 9 a 
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' companions. 
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general cry; for beneath a vertical ſun, water 
zs more ineſtimable than wine. A new cry now 
': aroſe, and in a tumultuous manner they de- 
manded my life, for having killed one of their 
I inſtantly ſaw the greatneſs of 
the danger I was*&xpoſed*to,. and ſwearing by 
Mahomet, I- would chine the firſt who raiſed 
his hand againſt me, I waved my. ſabre; dyed. 
with gore, and ruſhed LOO mes to _ 
Diner? 13 85 1 94 


Wn 5 


Did not you promiſe, ? cried I, on your 
,cath-that.none. of your Peppi ſhould offer me 
violence in the deſert? Did you net fwear, 
May God do ſo to me, and more alſo, if 1 or 


" * 


. Pry, I did,” abe; 3 65 324 I 1 2285 
1 that promiſe to thee 3 1 vr a e of 
Oo e 18 thine.” 


40 He hab gain e an ed 1050 erled 4 they, © 60 © ard 


ve demand blood for blood. 550 


% 


| & 1 have,” tad 2 us W L am 1 
to repeat it. Who are you, that think to bra- 
That man ed ſlain in my own de- 
fence. 1 ſwear by the tombs of vour fathers,. 
that he raiſed his fwörd againſt me; and I ſwear 
alſo, I will not die tamely oe a camel, 
8 55 of a 8 yy 
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80 A * my friend: ” cried the Shalk, PP 


vaneing to embrace me, there ſhall not an 
hair of thine head be twuched, whilſt Ab OT 
| hath power to poiſe a pes.” 5 


* 
— 


A blood-thirſt fellow, of nifoofaie make, 
advanced before his fellows. Boaſter,” cried 
he, the man thou haſt ſlain was my friend. 


demand juſtice according to our law. I dare 


thee to the combat; come on, and the field be 


me ers 8 80 


| Though thoſe ds: are 3 at TY 


Pa they have no knowledge of feneing 
or the cool art of defence, in which | knew my- 


ſelf practiſed. I therefore ſtepped up to him.; 
« And now,” cried I, „ ſee what this knave 
can perform ; ; he cannot ſo much as hit n me with 


| all his vaunts.“ 


— 


He bore down upon: me WY I 8 the 


WIT of -his blows often nearly ſtriking down 
my guard, but my ſword being well tempered 
ſtood the ſhock; and having exerciſed himſelf 


out of breath, I began to advance in my turn, 
and taking him over the ſword arm, made my- 


ſelf maſter of his weapon, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the Arabs, who now allowed I was a brave 


fellow, and gn took an oath to end 


— 


-Beving thus ſettled this as affair, 


and ſtanched our wounds, the plunder became 


the next object of attention. It was exceed- 
5 . | > ingly 


Dio 


een eee 
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ingly rich, conſiſting of many ſhawls, which 
Y 


ſingly were valued at four hundred ſequins; 
with bars and ingots of gold. As the chief 


. commanded that a portion ſhould be Tet aſide for 


me, and J perceived it was not agreeable to the 
company, who conſidered me as an interloper, 
and had underneath threatened deſtruction to 
the lady I had reſcued, I thought it wiſeſt to 
avoid further altercation, and at the ſame time 

do an office of humanity. e 


1 waited, however, till my diviſion was ſet 


apart, then deſiring they would attend, I began: 


4 You ſay well that E am a ſtranger amongſt 
you ; and to ſhew you that a ſtranger can poſ- 
Foſs more ſpirit than you who traverſe the deſert,.. 

I now ſtand up amongſt you; F am a man, 


whoſe country is the world, and whoſe friends 


are all who wear the image of man; as ſuch vou 
cannot condemn. my olemeney in preſerving 
this unfortunate woman, who: E ſhall claim as 


mine; and thoſe paltry. goods you have ſet aſide 


as my ſhare of the prize, E intend to divide, not 
partially between you who have fought, but be- 
tween the whole community, as a teſtimony of 

friendſhip.” 355 5 


— 


This diſintereſtedneſs conciliated the moſt So 
fractory, and the lady was willingly delivered to 


my care, She was overwhelmed with ſorrow., 


preſerving an uninterrupted ſilence during the 
courſe of our march to the camp. LI learnt from 
one of the boys we had taken, that ſhe was the 
wife of the chief; and that thoſe two young wo- 
men, who had periſhed; rather than ſuffer the 

. 95 violation 


D 5 


— 


\ 


— 
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violation of the conquerors, were her daughters. 
'They alſo informed me ſhe was not an Arab, 
having been taken priſoner in a little caravan in 
Lower 1 


v4 


As this was a matter of dine importance, " 
turned my attention to comfort her, but could 
only draw from her expreſſions of gratitude at 
my kindneſs, and a e made wal ee | 
ſolemnity. 


l foal; ” ſaid he, "+ « that the "WIEN of my 
fe begins to fail, and that my days are num- 
bered. They have long been written in cha- 
radters of ſorrow, and joy has been a ſtranger to 
my heart: but this laſt ſhock, which hath de- 
ſtroyed me in ſo cruel a manner, in bereaving 
me of my children, hath brought my terrene 
exiſtence to a narrow ſpan. I poſſeſs yet ſome 
degree of weakth, and fome trinkets of no value, 
but as pledges of the deereft and tendereſt affec- 
tion; all theſe T deliver to you, and for my ſake 
never part willingly from the bracelets and neck- 
Jace 225 win find | in this caſket.” OE 


At theſe words the delivered into my 33 a 
caſxet of curious eaſtern workmanſhip; and 
lying down upon the couch, defwed 1. would 
ſuffer her to remain a ſhort time alone. I went 
out at the door of my tent, unable to reply, and 
ſat down upon the ground. It was midnight, 
and the ſtars glittered with peculiar brightneſs. 
T gazed round on the ſtillneſs of nature, and 


shed at orc forrow Oey the companion 
2 of 


4 


>. 


— 
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— 


of man. The ſons of rapine were at reſt, not 
a breath floated on the atmoſphere, and I gave 

| looſe to that melancholy dejeQtion of ſpirits _ Wi 
which regards exiſtence with indifference. * '- * 
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Why, thought I, do I: toil for a phantom? 
Why croſs deſerts and ſeas, to find out relations 
who perhaps are incloſed in the depths of the 
grave ? Of what conſequence is life to me, who 
have no purpoſe of enjoyment, and whoſe ſoul 
is ſickened at the univerſal folly of man? Why 
not take flight from life, and either ſink into 
eternal non- entity, or ariſe to ether ial and puri- 
fied being? This droſs which L hold in- my 
hands, has perhaps been death to many, has 
been procured by the panting miner, who 
breathes a hundred fathom deep in the earth, 
and drudges through a miſerable life. But, 
alas! were Ito enumerate the liſt of affinitive 
curſes. it has produced, I muſt detail the hiſtory 
_ -of man. Go then, cried I, forgetting my ſitua- 
tion, begone, peſt of ſociety, and leave us to 
herbs and babbling ſtre mme. 
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In compliance with this ſally of imagination 
5 I daſhed the caſket to the ground, and for ſome 
. time ſat bewildered in reflection. The tender 
Id recollection of relationſhip again came before 
me, and- perſonal ſuffering ſunk away. I tak 
10 up | the. caſket, and concealing it beneath Hy 
_ dreſs, looked round, over the vaſt and immea- 
ſurable proſpect, where no ſuſtenance: that 
8. ö „ . 8 „ 
could ſupport the life of any thing breathing 
nd „„ | Wee 115 
; was te be found. Net in this, almpit boundlgls 
track, where millions had oom to pals, a hun- - 
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d red people could not meet without cutting 
each other in pieces, for the honour of human 
nature; a ſtrong exhibition of our ſuperior ſenſe 
above the brutes and beaſts of the earth. 


I paſſed ſeveral hours expoſed to the damps of 
night; and ' ſuppoſing the lady by this time 
aſleep, 1 entered ſoftly. She lay upon the 
-couch; the lamp burned beſide her, and on the 
ground ſtood a ſmall phial empty. I began to 
fear ſhe had put an end to her ſorrows, and ad- 
vancing, liſtened in vain to hear her breathe. 
1 took her hand, it was cold: I ſat down befide 
ber, with a horror only to be felt; it was not 
indeed at the action, but at the deſpair of ſoul 
which muſt have preceded. I took up the 
phial, it was drained to the bottom, or I myſelf 
ſhould have made trial of its efficacy, for a time 
_ debating on the conſiſteney of following her; 
before I could come to any reſolution, I fell 
_ - .alleep, and fancied myſelf in England, where 1 
. enjoyed, aſide our cottage fire, thoſe ſocial ſports 
my ſiſters and .T heodore-uſed to partake. 
| 5 „ 4 07s 78 — £1 t 
I was awakened by the Arabs coming to ſtrike 
my zent, the, order being given to march: and 
no one troubling himſelf to enquire into the 


i os death of the ſtranger, a haſty grave was dug in 
5 ſands, at my intreuty, where ſne was in- 


erred, _—_— 125 
_* - »*Fhis day's march was extremely painful to 
All who were wounded; but as our proviſion of 
mie was low, there was a neceflity for our not 


_ 
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delaying by the way. We uſually reſted an 
hour in the heat of the day, to drink coffee, 
which the Arabians do without either milk or 
ſugar. | | 85 


The human ſpecies, in this part of the world, 

may be ſaid to be placed in a hot bed, the 

Females attaining maturity fo: early, that they 

ſupply the harams at twelve and thirteen, when 

they are in full bloom, becoming old, with 

every mark of decayed nature at little more 

than twenty. Beneath ſome palm-trees,: which 

| grew out of the ruins near Syene, I perceived a 

young Arabian woman given ſuek to an infant; 

| I preſented her ſome ſpice, and enquiring her 

age, found the was a few months turned of 
= deleven. e 


— * 


tents beneath a grove of doom - trees, which af- 
forded an agreeable freſhneſs, though their fruit 
was not valuable; we had, however, dates and 
wine, with cakes of rice, few nations out of Eu- 
rope making regular repaſts of meat. 


oa the evening of this day we pitched our 
5 


$ HW] 1 e | 
Ihe vaſt ocean of ſand now lay before us. 
The robbers took particular care to furniſh 
a ſtock of water; a ſupply of cakes was baked, 
57 259i into powder, and packed up in bags. 
This powder was afterwards mixed with brandy, 
water and ſpice, being the only food, beſides 
0 coffee, on which we ſubſiſted. This method of 
1 preparing it before hand, was for the convęni - 

| - ence of carriage, and the impoſſibility, of pro- 
4 * : 3 ; A ge 5 X = curing 
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euring fire, where neither. ſhrub not diade of 
| grate: could ee 9 
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Our catile, on the morning of our departure, "Rp 
1900 more than their uſual time to drink, as if © 
conſcious they had to undergo a long faſt; and 
the Arabs themſelves appeared melancholy, 
moving about in ſilence. I could not but re- 
mark the contraſt of their behaviour now, to the 
mirth and jollity of our firſt removal, which 
| could only be aſeribed to the ſhortneſs of me 


heed a PRE; hd . Fa Ts, 


The dichten wind agitated the ſand, alte 2 
ealcined to powder by the action of heat. he 
trampling of our camels involved us in clouds, 
ſometimes nearly ſuſpending the powers of re- 
ſpiration. The eye ſought, in vain for relief 
from the univerſal glare, and no ſituation can be 
- thought on, more unpleaſant : the tongue cleav- 
-ed to the roof of the mouth with thirſt, and we 
wers neceſſitated, from time to time, to take a 


"mouthful of water, retaining it eee to. 
7" the burning flames” + N OR, 


4 


; or the ſecond days I experienced his decep- 
tion of fight,” remarked by travellers, and which 
& Feonceive arifes from therarefa@ion of air and 
the action of ſo vaſt a body of light on the optic 
nerve. My companions, when at the diſtance 
5 of a hundred yards, appearing encreaſed to the 
* height of a tower, and their camels enlargedito 
the dimenſions of an elephant. The eye which 
or a time Contetaplites” the: Tun, turns es 
95 N e 


„ 
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- filled with flying clouds and globules. of light 35 


ſo here, ſurrounded by no obje&, but extended 
ſterility and a cloudleſs ſky, on the extent of 


horizon the ſight pourtrayed caſtles, houſes, and 


mountains, that, like ignis fatuus, were chaſed 
in vain. ; : ; 8 | 


— 


Tun was yet high in the heavens, we were aſto- 


8 On the evening of the 20th day, child the 


niſhed with a prodigy. inconceivably grand, and 
ſuch as not even the robbers had before witneſſ- 
ed. A keen wind ſprang. up, and blowing from 


north to ſouth, carried columns of ſand between 
us and the ſun, which being tinged with its rays, 
and in. ſome places, as it were, tranſparent, 
took the exact refemblance of an immenſe wall 


of fire floating through the air. The interſtices 


through which the ſun ſhone, added to the aw- 
ful magnificence of the ſcene, the flames appear-- 


ing to burſt and ſparkle from piles of red-hot 


_ ſand. . : 


je&, which continued to paſs before us, and 
which, had it approached, would in a moment 
have buried us in its boſom. The ſoul was loſt 


in the conſciouſneſs of its own infignificance, 


and in ſolemn filence beheld the' terrible. beauty 
and majeſty of the phænomenon. Some partieles 
of ſand came near us, and I could diſtinguiſh 
that the whole body was not of partial thickneſs, 
but was hurled in confuſion, or rather ſpread 
between us and the fun like a miſt. wy 


EE * * * * 
* 4 4 e - 
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N The | Arabians ; proſtrated themſelves n 
trembling, whilſt I ſtood loft in the ſublime ob- 
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The regular appearance was quickly changed | 
by the encreaſe of the wind, which raiſed the 
fand in chaotic confuſion, took the form of 
mountains, and every figure fancy could trace, 


appearing like a vaſt country of fire, or hep: 8 


gions of FINE | 


PAY I — V — ory e———_—_— —— NN 


„ee 


8 

Ade . Fo ſublime: a feene'made on 
my mind has never been effaced, and more 
ſtrongly impreſſed upon me the certainty of an 


infinite Creator, than all the declamations of 
PR! and philoſophers. | * 


When this 3 and 1 phe. 
nomenon had paſſed, the tents were taken from 
the camels, it being agreed to go no farther that 
night, ſuperſtition having, as it were, fixed the 
Axabs to the ſpot. But when we came to exa- 

mine our water, a more ſerious and juſt alarm 

- took place. By ſome accident the veſſelz had 
leaked nearly half their contents, ſo. that we 

muſt either ftrike eaſtward deeper into the de- 

- iſert, to ſome wells within reach, whillt our 
ſtock held out, or continue in long. marehes, at 
Half allowance to Tome wells we mona” find 1 in 

a ene, | | 


— 


| Moſt were ho the firſt 8 as no ſtus- | 

tion is more. dreadful than the want of water in 
= country of flame; but Ab Ulmer repreſented _ 
fo ſtrikingly the hardſhips. of going deeper into 

' +the deſert, the delay it would oecafion, - and that 

| the ſupply we could then carry from theſe dif= 

yo ale would OY equal the — 
** 5 OTC 
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fore us, chat it was agreed to advance early i in 


the morning, to lie by in the exceſſive Fe, f 


and e 1 the 35 05 1 


Ae to this lon we continued Gant. 


days, during which the violent fati * 1 ſuffer- | 


2 threw me into a fever, adding, if poſſible, to 
inſatiate and tormenting drought. My 


1 body ſeemed parched, and to have loſt its 
radical moiſture; the ſkin literally peeled off 
my face and hands. Thus, blinded with duſt, 1 


continued to ride for ward in a ſtate. of torture. 


The poor Turk, who, as well as myſelf, ſuf- 
fered under ſo unuſual a ſituation, applied him- 
ſelf to opium and brandy,” which threw him into 


a temporary ſtupor, but acting as a violent ſti- 
mulant, he became raving mad, and after ſeyeral 

attempts to deſtroy himſelf, being only prevent- 
ed by-confining his hands: he _ the ſecond | 


* A e c rt — ad of pity. 


9 2%. " 


— 


that could give no 


and camels, who had fallen down. in this inhoſpi- 


table waſte ; beſide them lay ſeveral heavy arti- 


cles of baggage the wind had not yet ſcattered; 
but even the rapacity of the robbers was gone, 


their ſpirits droo oping like the herbs of the field 

moiſture, Beſides, not know 
ing how ſoon we ourſelves might be under the 
ſame circumſtances, it was uſeleſs to add to the . 


hen deprived o 


burdens of the owes cuſs.” So 
: 6 


On the followin ing day, we. beheld a ac 8 

enſations of pleaſure to per- 
| Tons in our ſituation, but ſunk our hopes conſi- 
derably z it was the ſkeletons of ſeveral men 
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It is the little accidents of life that particu- 
1 touch us, and under ſtriking circumſtances. 
Thus the bones of a few miſerable travellers, in 
the baren wilderneſs, excited compaſſion and 
_ diſmay in the boſom of men whoſe trade was 

murder, and whofe ſubſiſtence was plunder. 
We proceeded flowly forward during the reſt of 
that and the following day, but the ſucceeding, 
which. ſaw our water drained to tlie laſt drop, 
impreſſed upon us the deepeſt melancholy. To 
aug ment our diſtreſs the camels began to flag, 
two of thoſe that carried bales e ſunk. 
WY down my 1 
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We i WEST gl val Gee, 
"and to eaſe the camels, were 6bliged..to diſ- 

: mount, and traverſe ſands whieh ſeorched the 
foot, and burnt the ſandals from the feet. Some 
4 began to talk of lying down and dying; and 
ſeeing that now was the time to riſe aboye hu- 
man ſuffering, E exerted myſelf, though labour- 
ing under accumulated diſeaſes, encouraging 
them to proceed. The Arabs knew we were 
within half a day's march of the wells, but at the 
rate wWe went, we might as well have been diſtant 
la week; nor could arguments be urged to the 
..camels, one after another lying down, with 
their burdens, ce the- maſters ſat OTE. beſide 

them. + Ea Pack : 


| oe” 2 {;* 1 
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% ang: 3 was now 2 e hind ſubordi- 

| nation. having ceaſed, I demanded to be heard. 
<6. What,“ cried. l, % men of Arabia, is this the 
fpirit c much boaſted. of in the four quarters of 
the world this your endurance of hardſhip, that 


. | ou 
8 | "IM 


— 


F 


TT co 44 * 1 % 4 ; * 


\ 


| Wirf e hands before you, when' the fountairis 
e 


«without a ſtrug 
have ſpirit; let us drive forward and | procure wa- 


they will diſcover 1 water at the Ciſtance oF ſeve- 
| Tal e e ee e e N51 
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SEO EF: 0 

you will. ſit down on the FG ang die of thirſt 
of life invite you to drink? For my part, tho? 
J value life as little as any of you, I will not die 
gle. Come 6n then, you who 
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ter, or PR down i in the 8 


* 


Half a dozenwere n their en 
we took each one of the youngeſt and moſt able 
camels, and advanctd forward, leaving all our 
-baggage dehind. After three hours riding, a 
* freſhneſs was diſtinguiſnable in the 
air; the camels ſnuffed at the gale, advancing 
on a half trot, ſo great is their ſagacity, that 


In Heal more, e eye cou diſtinguiſh | 
no object of ſatisfadtion, but we ſhertly after 
came up to a vale, ſunk from the level of the 
23 and concealed till we were cloſe. upon 

It did not perhaps poſſeſs the beauties f 
3 but for fragrance no ſpot in the uni- 
verſe could excel it. Wild thyme, frankincenſe, 
and roſemary, covered the whole place, inter- 
ſperſed with odoriferous ſhrubs, but theſe were 
not the firſt objects of our attention, each kaſ- 
tening to the wells, from whence a tranſparent 
ſtream overflowed, winding its courſe beneath a 
wa 9 _ none: palm tr „ 


F — 


It was e to reſtrain. our r. ardour, by 3 a 


firſt waſhing, — and retaining for a time } 


w+ - 
- 


% 
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a quantity 
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a quantity of water in the mouth, before we 

ventured to drink. Our camels kneeled down 
to the ſprings, as if to- return thanks for their 
deliverance, but whilſt we refreſhed ourſelves, 
we did not forget thoſe who were panting in the 
We were'received on our return as the meſ— 
ſengers of life, and on ſome who were far gone, 
we were obliged to ſprinkle the water a little at 
a time, by which means, and the refreſhment: 
thus created in the air, only one remained unre-- 
doverable, and was left in the deſert. 


4 * e 


Buy the light of the ſtars we continued our 
way to the vale where the tents were pitched, 
er once more abounded; for like the 
failor whoſe life is bandied on the points of un- 
certainty, thoſe robbers enjoyed exiſtence as it 
_ paſſed, the hardſhips e ſaaped fer ving to give zeſt-- 
to the preſent ſafety : befides we-were now over 
the moſt diſmal part of the deſert, and the recol- 
le&ion of their wives and children could not but 
Z—zà r a i IS 


I alſo reflected that the chief obſtacles to my 
return were ſurmounted, and partook- in the 
general ſatisfaction. After remaining in this 
valley ſome days, we again ſet forward, arriving 
after a long ſeries of difficulties, at a large en- 
campment, from whence could. be ſeen one of 
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My ee, not being undertaken from mo- 
tives of curioſity, I ſcarcely noticed them, but 
being furniſhed with a guide, I took leave of the 
robbers, who generouſly inſiſted that as the lady 
was my prize, and 1 behaved in a Way they 
termed gallant, all the jewels on her dreſs ſhould 
remain to me. Thus T was advanced to fortune 
beyond my expectation, and enabled to keep. un- 
touched, the caſket which I have never yet had - 
an opportunity to Open, being involved in all the 
buſtle of travelling, and expoſed to the obſer- 


vation of ſtrangers. 


a 


© T thank thee,” my friend, ſaid Shechem, 

“ but if thou wilt indulge vs a little further, the 

obligation will be complete, there are ſome cir- 
cumſtances relating to the lady you mentioned, 1 
would fain be reſo ved in, and particularly her 
n of SO IN 


< £25. 


I ͤunderſtand, ſaid Hanſon, © there are 
no two perſons on earth whom I would wiſh 
more to oblige.” He glanced a look of expreſ- 
ſion at Eve, who had attended to all his dangers, 
and whoſe cheek fluſhed at ſome of his heroic 
defcriptions—then riſing, he haſtened to bring 
the precious donation. . 


The firſt object was a pair of -bracelets ſet 
with brilliants, and containing two miniature 
pictures in the Armenian dreſs, both young, and 
with that expreſſive vivacity ſo characteriſtic of 
F FC rw is een 


Lan: 


% 
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et WP fan ” faid Shechem, cc NEL was, 
the preſent I gave my wife on the day of. our, 
eſpouſals; I feared' ſhe had been murdered by. 
thoſe robbers who tore. her from my arms, and, 
ſtabbed her in my ſight.— Take away, my, 
friend, relics I cannot behold with pleaſure, this 
World is the dominion of evil; but now I am 
ſatisfied, ſince I know her + fate, Ss it was, 
terrible. 5 ; 


* » 


Y i 8 F © 


HY - 


FR had i in Specbem 3 coe ene EY 
of feeling, or rather enabled him to conceal + 
his grief from-common obſervation; His: ſor- 
row was of that ſecret nature, which is felt. but. 
not ſhewn; and having indulged thought for a 
time, he dried up the tears of his daughter, 
leaving Hanſon to entertain hers whilſt he went. . 
on ſome bulineſs into the CibF:, 


© * 
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CHAP. v 


— 


Again the bark approaches land, 
Again it nears the ſhore; _. „ 
But daſh'd upon a faithleſs grand, | ? 

EN finks, to riſe no more. 


2 H E various 1 of üfe and habits of 
men Hanſon had witneſſed in his circumams- - 
bulation; took from him every appearance of _ 
conſtraint, and he ſubſcribed without difficulty _ 
to the ways of Shechem. He was a man f the 
earth, one who regarded the various follies of 
his ſpecics as trifles ; he conſidered, the Jew, 
the = and the Infidel as "eg on 

a level. 


\ 


His To bad given In a taſte 1 — . 
ſombrous ſhaſle of feature, and from the time 
he firſt ſaw Eve, he fancied ſhe poſſeſſed the 
charms of Aſgic' beauty, with the more per- 
manent qualit of duration. Her religion Was 
no conſideratich. He would not have ſcrupled 
becoming a dif iple of Moſes, to the on 
of that form & faith in . he 2 been 
d infry ad FA e 


- 
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Vet before he gave way to the paſſion which 
had touched him, duty led him to enquire out 
his relations, and inſtitute a ſcrutiny after the 
loſt Eliza. In this point all his endeavours 
were exerted without ſucceſs, with ſo much 
care had ſhe eluded thoſe, whoſe fight would 
have wounded her to' the heart, that love, 
friendſhip, and fraternity ſought in vain. 


His company, by ſupplying -the abſence of 

Theodore, was pleaſing to Shechem, who 
loved to liſten to his Eaſtern deſcriptions, and 
retraced thoſe places where much of his youth 
had been ſpent. Hanſon in turn made no ſcru- 
ple in accepting a chamber in the houſe of the. 
7 as it furniſhed innumerable opportunities 
of performing thoſe little atientions that win 
the heart of the fair: for love, like many other 


Edward, who ſo long had balanced between 
love and prejudice, ' and had, under what he 
fancied diſintereſted friendſbip, promoted the 
intereſts of the younger Miſs Hanſons ; now, 
when her brother was returned + Nabob in 
wealth, though not in character, began to fear 
ſome other, leſs ſcrupulous about the world's 
opinion than himſelf, would carry from him a 
woman he might in vain endeayoir to equal. 
He therefore overcame. the pride f blood, and 
her brother beſtowing on her a chmpetent ſet- 
tlement, Sophia was married to other branch 
of the Imperial Cyphon's. 7 e 


It 
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It was not poſſible that Eve, who had ex- 

perienced tie tender paſſion, could miſtake its 

A - aQuation/ in Hanſon ; but ſhe did not yet 
find herſelf difpoſed to encourage him, though 

his virtues and generoſity commanded - her 


85 þ 


| The fate of Theodore yet hung in f. uſ] pence. 
The man who had ferved her honour, and per- 
_ haps her life, who had firſt impreſſed on her 


heart the univerſal impulſion of nature, and 
1 refined ſenſation, was under circumſtances of 
fearful doubt; and whilſt her heart was weaned 

| from him, in the conviction of the impoſſibility 
A of. attainment, it could not readily adopt another 
* in his place, whoſe qualities, though great, 
were not parallel. e 

\ 


A lawyer of note had been ſent to Squire 
Cyphon, with a mandate of threatened proſe- 
oution on the part of a brother, "unleſs he pro- 
duced Eliza; but the tyrant, confident in his 
meaſures, declared he could bring witneſſes af 
the death of that brother, and that therefore 
he who now aſſumed the name muſt be an 
impoſtor. He was, however, far from being 
eaſy in his own mind, though he could not : 
. poſſibly account for ſuch a return, and ſought, 

in augmented precaution, to obviate the un- 
known danger jealouſy pourtrayed as hanging 


over him. 


It is not eaſy to imagine a flats more miſera- 

| ble than his. Under every dark ſuggeſtion of 

It Vol. II. 5 N ; \ E : | 1 
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an evil mind, and the knowledge of repeated 
« crimes, the phantom of power and honour he 
had purſued, ever eluded his graſp; he found 
that mankind would not tamely endure op- 
preſſion, he knew himſelf the obje& of in- 
veterate hatred, and had the conſolation ever 
before him, that no eye would weep at his 
death, and that thoſe who beheld him, though 
 memals in his ſervice, | would gladly have 
attended him to the grave. The eſtate of his 
brother, the occaſion of all his domeſtic domi- 
nation, and the object of every hour's concern, 
he ſaw thrown into Chancery by another 
. claimant, and the grey hairs which reminded 
him of mortality, mformed him alſo, that in 
that Court he ſhould never ſee the iſſue. He 
feemed to ſtand blafted among mankind, and 
Found the want of that ſon to ſmooth his 
- declining days, whom he had doomed . to 
ſuffer: the. moſt; excruciating diſtreſſes the feel- 
ings of man can endure. The high reward he 
na held: out, was not ſs much to avenge his 
prother's death, as to prevent the odium of 
public juſtice. And his deſign was, if he 
could not prevail on Theodore, to bow to 
His will, under a ſtatute of madneſs to ſhut 


* 


His conftitution was fretted at His continua! 

diſappoimments, and thrœe of the moſt  aQive 
thief-takers, like the well trained-blood hounds, 
ranged through the nation in his pay. The 

_ barefoot cottager in ſcant attire was ſeldom 
ſeen on his eſtate, the whole train of poverty 
being baniſhed, and moanopelizers placed in theit 


room. 


room. Farmers more like independent gen- 


land- owners, who forget that tacit convention 
alone keeps them in poſſeſſion, and that the 
earth was created for man. 3 one 


appearance rapped at the door, and deſifed 


vou come from? demanded Rebekah. My 
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tlemen, than the ſimple inhabitants of the field, 
vied in luxury with the landholder over them. 
Such is too frequently the barbarous policy of 


One day when Hanſon was converſing with 
Eve, and painting to her imagination the plea- 
ſures of connubial felieity, a man of ſhabby 


to ſpeak to Shechem Benſadi. <©*: Who do 


buſineſs,” replied, the man, is with Mr. 
Benſadi, or his daughter.” Eve, who heard, 
and ſuppoſed it related to ſome petition, deſ- 
cended, and deſired he would walk into the 
audience chamber, where he might deliver his 


meſſage. 


% And you, Ma'am,” ſaid he, << are poſi- 
tively the daughter of Benſadi, the Jew ?“ 
J am, I may venture to ſay. But why fo 
particular? Becauſe Ma' am, the gentleman 
bade me be ſpecial careful to ſpeak to none but 
you or your father, as it is a buſineſs of im- 
portance.” From whom then do you come ?” © 
* That paper,” replied he, will inform 
yon.” Thegentleman has alſo ſent a note, he 
deſired ſhould be given me as a reward, in caſe 
I delivered my meſſage faithfully. * 


* 


Tube note was for five pounds, drawn by 
Theodore Cyphon. * Theodore !“ ex- 
claimed Eve, where is he, is he well?“ 


E 2 ; : — He 
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— He is not very well, indeed Miſs,” ſaid 
the man, and you look ſo ks ill Lam rele 
to ſay where He is. 


Alas? cried- Eve, 4 ig "SE 2 1 
tell me, tell me, is he 1 in priſon. ? „ He is,” 
replied the ſtranger, heſitating, he is in 
jail; but no doubt if he knew how much he was 
pitied by ſo fine a W he would not take on 
ay he ory.” | 


Eve, too much Streſſed. to twins; to the 
_ compliment, deſired the ſtranger to walk down 


ſtairs, till her father came home; mean while, 
with the packet of papers he had. we yl ſhe 
aſcended to Hanſon. He. was alarmed at the 


ſudden alteration in her countenance, - and hav- 


ing procured ſome bartſhorn drops, be endea- 
. voured to prepare her for. the contents: of a 
paper, he doubted not would unfold many 

ſufferings ; anticipating with grief the fate of his 


friend, and inwardly vowing revenge on the - 


author of & many calamities. 


By the time her father Naa: the attentive 

kindneſs of Hanſon, and her own ative reaſon, 
in a degree quieted her appre henſions, and 
Hope, the ſeducing friend of man, again ſmiled 
upon her. The eyes of Shechem were too 


__ . weak to ſuſpend the ready tear, at the account 


of Theodore's impriſonment. He propoſed 
on his part to exert all the force of law, 


bribery, and intereſt, againſt parental proſecu- 


tion, and 'having duly honoured the note, he fat 


down with a ſigh, to attend the continuation of - 
A narrative, which it was the talk of Hanſon 


[read | | k 
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THE SOL or THE CONFESSIONS or 
THEODORE CYPHON. 


IGNORANCE to mau is often 


times more beneficial than knowledge, and the 


mind, uneonſcious of diſtant evil, reſts ſecure 
till it is brought home, but having unboſomed 


to You the troubles that deſtroyed me, the ma- 
| lignancy which purſued me, and the crimes 


which were ſuſpended in fearful array over me, 
I again bring before you the unhappy being you 


called your friend; and find, amidſt the darkneſs 


of the gulf down which I am precipitated, ſome 


gleams of ſatisfaction, in reflecting that vou will 
commiſerate, and your daughter ſhed a tear of 


- 


pity at my fate. 


Wretchedneſs hath ſelected me as her darling, 
nurtured me in affliction, and provided for me 


in the dungeons of infamy; but I will collect my 
ſcattered intellect, to arrange what perhaps will 


not reach you till 1 no longer mourn on the 


bounds of exiſtstiee. This confeſſion will give 


amuſement to hours 'otherwiſe à prey to the 


madneſs of retroſpection, or the inanity of a 
common cell, from whenee I write. 


Having determined to abandon the hoſpitable 

aſylum of your houſe, and the faſcinating com- 
pany of your daughter, it was immaterial into 
what part of ſociety I plunged, ſince to me all 


were equally dangerous. I reflected, however, 
E. 3 ES 
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78 THEODORE CYPHON, 
that the ardour of purſuit muſt have evaporated 
in diſappointment, and that a common degree 
of caution might ſuffice. Mere ſecluſion would 
| _ Have been eaſy, your bounty taking from me 
the neceſſity of expoſure in obtaining ſubſiſt- 
ance; but I had long weighed the worth of 
life in a balance, and found it wanting. My 
Toul, which ,had- ſo combined with its very 
exiſtence the poſſeſſion of Eliza, found with- 
out her, exiſtence a burthen. If I turned 
my eyes round over the whole face. of crea- 
tion, I ſaw not one object of enticement ; for 
in the whole cireumyolution of the earth, op- 
preſſion and evil fat enthroned, I therefore 
propoſed, as the ſole end of my exiſtence, . to 
raverſe the iſland in ſearch of Eliza, and if 
esel, to end the purſuit only with my 
ute. | | . | 4 £45 EY 


The common buſineſs of men was to me 
inſignificant; their toils and labours appeared 
the extremes of folly, I paſſed by the wharfs 
and warehouſes, I ſmiled to ſee them ſweating 
under burthens, rolling large caſks before them, 
and marching about with importance. I pro- 
ceeded to the Tower, where I ſaw ſome 
dreſſed in ſcarlet and white, turning to the 
right and the left, like a machine, and theſe 
alſo had an air of importance. I proceeded 
through the ſtreets of ſhops, ſome were mea- 
ſuring, ſome weighing tobacco, and ſome ſitting 

- behind their counters with am air of importance; 
ſome were ſweeping the ſtreets, and others 
. whirling over them in carriages, but 1 * 
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thing in this buſtle that could fix 5 dete 


or ele vate my "OE of DEF” 


1 purchaſed a ſailor” s dreſs at 77 clothes” * 


under that character venturing to paſs the day 
in the ſtreets, not having ſufficiently conſidered 
from what point to commence ſearch. 
Night came on whilft r was yet ref 

had inſenſibly walked om fo London bridge, 
where I. fat down to reflect. The ſolemn 
motion of the water-works lulled me into a re- 
'verie, from whence I was rouſed by a ſmart 
ftroke on the ſhoulder, and a voice bawling out 


What cheer, my hearty ?”—1 ſtarted 
15 at 


olute. I 


at ſeeing myſelF furrounded by ſeveral 
looking ſeamen, with bludgeons, and demanded 
their buſineſs; .+* That's ſoon ſettled, my lad,“ 


cried: one, . come, hwiſt your main-ſheet, jane 


let us bear down on the enemies of King 
George. Not ſo fait, my good friend, 
ſaid I, *© I am not willing to , thenglyns 


_ mne hold ase ede a 15 0 80 
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44 . your gol ef aid a BS + lekdng 
fellow, throwing a quid of tobacco in my face. 
* Tou' r a lubber, are ye; daſh my dead lights 


but. you ſhall hare a Fate cel for i 
him along, po OED Tu HE 


-, 


It was in vain 1 told them 1 did not . to 
ght, that was a Briton, and protected by 
laws, that did not allow my being 'dragget 
away like a ſlave from the coaſts f Africa: 


bated laughed at! my Pg as they called ity, 
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and hurried me on board a tender. I was 
there chained in a hold, amongſt men whoſe 
minds were as low as their ſituation, and whoſe 
round of converſation conſiſted in-epithets and 
ribaldry. And thefe, ſaid I, mentally, as I 
looked over the motley group are the» brave 
Britiſh tars who echo thunder on the boſom of 
the deep, I was at a loſs to diſcover what 
ſtimulus could impel to actions ſo great, ſince 
eyery ſenſe of honour, and the dignity of man, 
ſeemed totally eradicated ; but whilſt I turned 
thoſe thoughts in my mind, I heard a ſhouting 
on different parts of the deck, and a cry of 
„ grog—here, you Tom, fill my can. D—n 


* — 


No longer at a loſs to find out the real ſpirit 
of bravery, my thoughts adverted to extricati 
myſelf from amongſt them. I concealed wit 
partieular care the ſums I had about me, next 
my perſon, not knowing how ſoon I might be 
obliged to part from my outward apparel. I 
had witneſſed ſo much of man, inveſted with 
petty authority, that I knew nothing was to be 
expected from the inferior offioers but mfolence. 
Prudence taught me to conform to their hu- 
mour, until chande might bring me before thoſe 
ho had real authority, or furniſh an oppor- 
tunity of flight. 53 en rs Hr 


As I was ſilent to the execrations of the 
ſeamen, and behaved with calmneſs, I was 
libezated from the irons, and ſent down to a 
_ frigate lying off Chatham. I here entered 

on an employment I loathed, not ſo 28 
11 925 3 | rom 
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from its labour, as the vile company with which 
I had affociated. I had read in poems of Arca- 


dian pleaſures and rural delights, but I had ever 
found in the country exceſſive labour and mean- 


nefs of ſentiment. So I had alſo read of the 


noble ſoul of a ſailor, his generoſity, and benevo- 
letice ; but I found a ſhip an epitome of the 
world, where oppreſſion 'deſcended in regular 
gradation, and boys in blue and white domineer- 
ed over men who had circumnavigated the globe. 


There was, it is true, a ſpirit of careleſſneſs, 


but it was only from example, and that laſs of 


purſuit, ſave the one before it. 


reflection which had ſunk the mind from every 


— 


- Having completed our eomplement of men; 
we dropped down to the Note, there lying; 


by for the Captam. The veſſel being cloſe up 


0 Sheorneſs, it did not appear impoſſible to 


make the ſhore in the night, eſpecially for me, 
who had been inured to encounter danger in 


o 


It was my turn to watch, and the night bes, 


ing. favourable, I flipped filently to the ſtern, 
the tide flowing; I diſencumbered myſel from 
my jacket, and without noiſe, let myſelf down 


by a rope which was attached to one of tha 


hanging ladders. The bout lying alongſide; 


obliged me to uſe precaution in ſtriking, as 
the ſmalleſt alarm would have brought them 


upon me. It was almoſt a dead calm. 1 


glided ſmoothly. along the ſurface of the tides 
ſtriking deep. and flow, creating ſcarcely a 
ripple in the water. Borne as it were on che 

? : | boſom 
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boſom of the waves, I made land beneath ſome 
. chalk cliffs, where I ſat down to recover from 
the fatigue- of exertion. 1' had more than 
once ſuffered for diſguiſe, my invention was 
almoſt exhaufted, and this laſt adventure ſick- 
ened me with falſe appearances. I mourned 
to myſelf the prejudices of man, in condemn- 
ing me; for exec uting what the law was 
defective in; and yet it was better that I ſhould 
ſuffer, than that every man ſhould hold the 
degger of revenge. | | 


* 


The reward of two thouſand pounds ren- 
dered diſguiſe indiſpenſable, however it might 
expoſe me to ſuſpicion or miſtake ; and I ſpent 
ſome time in adopting one of ſecurity. Some- 
times 1 thought of aſſuming the dreſs and 
character of a gentleman, the better to awe 
_ rhe »vulgar into reſpe& ; but then by expoſing 
my. perſon, I became more liable to detec- 


| 2 10, f 


I knew that I ſhould be miſſed at the 
ehanging of the watch, and that . unleſs 1 
could gain the oppoſite ſhore before morning, 
1 ſhould be almoſt to a certainty diſcovered. 
-I roſe up, and ſhaking myſelf to recover the 
ſtiffneſs which rendered moving ſcarcely poſ- 
fable, I advanced flowly along the beech. 
The waves gently beat at my feet, amuſing 

me with their irregular daſhing. At lengt 
1 came to a kind of pier, that ran out for 
the convenience of landing, to which I per- 
seired a boat faſtened. I ran to it with ex- 
ultation, intending to ferry myſelf acroſs, 
bs FER de Wes © 4 


— 
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* 


ſhore. 


As 1 could not adopt in this place any habit 
f permanency, I barely changed my drefs 


* 
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without reflecting that by ſo, doing” I ran the 
hazard of hanging in chains, as a freſh water. 
pirate. MY ee 
To this neceſſity I was not driven, a man 
and boy being aboard; I propoſed to them to 
take me over, which they refuſed, as I muſt 
be running from ſome of the ſhips. I had 
before this had recourſe to invention, and 
now., to clear myſelf with probability, my 


habit declaring I belonged to the ſea, I cen- 


feſſed that it was indeed true 1 had eſcaped 
from a ſhip, but that I was the ſon, of a gen- 
tleman, and had been trepanned, as a proof. 


| of which I would give them a ſum beyond 


their expectations, when on the | oppoſite 

5 W T ae So 
1 TT SITE F 
To this they readily agreed, firſt defiring* 
to ſecure'a few runlets of brandy or” | 


amongſt the chalk cliffs; after which we 


launched out, and were not long in landing on- 
the ſhore” of Eſſex. Having ſatisfied them 


for their trouble, and being ſecure.. of their 


filence, I haſtened up the country, to leave 
the water as far behind me as poſſible «by, 
1111... I es 


its 
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* 
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for that of a peaſant, with a truſty ſtick in 


my hand ſetting forward on the common 
road. 1 had proceeded. nearly 


when 1 was overtaken by four ſtürdy men, 
. $523 n 


1 


: 
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whoſe countenances wore every lineament of 
hard inhumanity. As I always expected 
that ſome day I ſhould inevitably be diſcovered, 

I had no doubt for a moment as I ſaw them 

' advance, but I was the object of their purſuit. 
For though this claſs of people may be neceflary 
in a. ſtate, their dealings. with human miſery 

Baye deprived them of every tender feeling, and 

ſtamped their features with a mark net to be 
miſtaken. They run down a criminal for _ 
reward, with all the ſagacity of hounds, and 
e in the Kay of the e, 


5 » 43 9 2 


ts in thoſt ſudden encounters, had 
1 proved my protection, and habit had 
Sven tne a facility of arranging my ideas inſtantly 
de the occaſion. I neither flackened my pace, 
nor increaſed it, but continued on in the louting 
country gait, which I could imitate with exa&- 
A + Halloo! you ens: cried _ Lr 
top 07 the morning to you Have you ſoen pals 
a tall chap, in a e bios: coat, wich 82985 
tfowſers. 1 


1 „ 5 5 


2 Nea f Lig . 20 1 LEP um, what "I 
* 8 woes enn Wh a ruſh made fellow, 
Vith a brimſtone face. He's run away from the 

bilbocs, and ſo d'ye ſee, we want to hang him 
rr W he a been in the river, has 


ee 449036 ee 14 


* 


8 


"6 Whote mne devil 1 were you born,” cried 
W J a loud laugh, at my affe d cd ignorance. 
5 1 tell Jes . he's a lad that's run 1 

7 from 


- 


5 5 
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from tranſportation, and ſo if we catch him, 
country.” „ 1 


«© Come, Ben, faid the others, „ leaye the 
fool alone, don't let's dally here, when we thould 
be putting on.“ To this the others aſſenting, 
I attempted. not to detam them, enjoying to 
-- myſelf their ſagacity in leaving the meat for the 
ſhadow. One of them, by accident, let fall a 


newſpaper from his pocket, which when they 


were out of ſight, I took up, and had more oc+ 
caſion to rejoice at the narrow efoape I had had, 


than at firſt aware of, the firſt paragraph which 


ſtruck me running thus: 

4% It is ſuppoſed the notorious Theodore 
Cyphon, who murdered bis uncle Lord B 
in ſo inhuman a manner, has quitted this coun- 


try, the moſt minute reſearches having been 


made to bring ſo abandoned an offender to juſ- 
tice in vain. His perſon is not unlike the fa- 
mous Ned Harpoon, the highwayman, and he 


is equal in dexterous diſguiſe, having lived for 
many weeks undiſcovered, within twenty miles 


* 


of the ſcene of his atracious offengs.” 


Men have invented modes of torture to ex- 
cruciate the ſoul in the agoniesof diſſolution, 


but furely in the brand of univerſal infamy, 


though maiming 1s not endured, an equal ſuffer- 


ing takes place. The mind is held in perpetual 2 
ſüſperſion, no ſituation can give to it that con- 


ſciouſneſs of ſecurity, which alone can render 


6 


e. 


* * 
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ute of value; - every ſhade: furniſhes out à be- 
trayer, every face is an executipner, and man 
no longer is the friend of man. Thus I con- 
ſidered death as much to be preferred to that de- 
cree of anathematization, which interdicted an 
offender in former times from the uſe of fire 
and water, and Re the hand of charity 
being dee with relief. 


x Bitter and! grievous were my celledions' as 
| FE paſſed along, and my hopes, hopes that but 
faintly glimmered, alone ſuſtained my. courage, 
in the deſire of knowing if Eliza, the darling 
of my contemplations, was yet in exiſtence.— 
Once arrived at a certainty in this caſe, I had 

but a choice of action—if ſhe lived, I deter- 
mined to live only with and for her- were ſhe 
no more, juſtice ſhould receive ſatisfaction, 


and ſend from the world a man . made 
miſerable. 1 OY 
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"CRAP. YL. © 
55 Let mercy touch the breaſt of man to glow, 
With ſaſt compaſſion for a fellow's woe. 


* 


This advertiſement had renewed my fears, 
though the ſecurity of my diſguiſe might 
have pointed out my ſafety; yet I was un- 
willing to throw myſelf in the way of obſer- 
vation, left a fugitive ſuggeſtion ſhould lead 
ſome one to certainty. Towards night-fall I 
turned afide (as I uſed formerly to do) from 
the common road; a field of hay lying a little 
to the right, afforded me at once ſhelter and 
_ warmth. I had a few biſkets and ſome fruit I 
had purchaſed at the laſt village, on cheſe I fat 
down to ſupper. Whilſt thus employed, I per- 
ceived through the dulneſs of twilight, the 
heap oppoſite begin to move, and for the firſt 
time of my life was tempted to credit ſuperna- 
tural appearances ; but at the ſame time I was 
very little alarmed, waiting with curioſity the 
event. ©. ets: 


8 After a ſecond heaving of the little moun- 
tain, nöt a mouſe, but a tall man, in a light 
blue coat made his entre. I inſtantly recog- 
nized him by the deſeription, to be the * 
a 5 | ; e 
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the terriers of juſtice. were in purſuit of. He 


ſtarted at the ſound of my vojpe, when 1 
called him, and was going to run, but ſeeing 


only one perſon, he turned and demanded what 
1 wanted. | a 


60 « Why, Hens * ſaid 4. 4e do you bow 
you are valued at a hundred pounds; then 


why do you tarry in this part of the 1 
or wear a dreſs ſo remarkable ? 25 = 


00 Truly,” he replied, <* FOES 1 am ſhort 
of caſh; but how do you know me fo well?“ 
«' Sit down,” ſaid I, then relating my ren- 
counter in the morning, I afked him candidly 
to confeſs the crime er which he had been 
tranſported, proffering if he owned the truth, to 
give him ſuff ent to en his drefs. 


“ Well, then,” —— ho, with an air 
ef candour, I confeſs L was tranſported for 
deunkenne(s,” „For wrunkenneſs,” repeated 
I, in ſurprize,. I always thought the law | 
eonfidared: that as a vice, which was certain to 
puniſh itſelf; and all in connection with it; but 
this is the firſt time renne e its 25 


boo hora 


3 That may tbe, returned he . 
« but my caſe is ſomething like that of the 
min who ſtole the halter, without intendi 

to take the horſe at the end of it. You — 
know then, that being born with a temper a 


like toe cy, L ſeldom refuſed 10 drink, or 


. ſhare 
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ſhare the contents of my pocket with 

man who called himſelf a Friend, 'by. which 
means I acquired the title of a very hene 
hearted fellow, and was at the head of a ſet of 
cronies, who only worked when it could not be 
avoided. One evening having taken our doſe at 
a neighbouring fair, we reeled home together, 
and chaneing to paſs the plantation of a perfon, 
who had at different times ſent ſome of us to the 
ſtocks for ſwearing, whilſt he would utter oaths 
by the buſhel, and others to Bride well for wiring 


a hare; in miſchievous revenge, we . propoſed . 


to root up- number 95 young trees he had 
Planted, | 

be We were, 8 obſerved in the midſt 
of our . and whilſt we thought no harm in 
the world, were ſeized and laid faſt by the heels. 


T and two others were tranſported to Virginia, 


which I thought a little hard far pulling up a 
tree, though, to be ſure, I have ſince confidered 
it as a great crime, and dear enough have re- 
pented. My voyage cured my habit of drink- 


ing, and had] been allowed to return, ſhould. 


have LOO to Tork; and . a fober induſtri- 


Pn 


„ Vou muſt AE a Fo ke of my caſt had | 


not been without ſweethearts, and between us 


TI had engaged my promiſe to little Nancy, and 


ſhe in turn told me, ſhe would make a nice, 
working, olean, ſober wife. I was born an 


Engliſnman, and my ſpirit was proud. I could 


not therefore think of loſing fo many years from 
"0p and being E fave: with the black Negroes 


becauſe. 
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becauſe 1 had pulled up a tree, and ſo I took it 
into my head to return if I could. I ran away 
to a French ſhip, though from my heart I hated 
them, as a ſet of mean fpirited F. and was 
by them landed in France; but I longed to ſee 
Gad England and Nancy again. I found, 
however, that Nancy was become the | 
ſpouſe of another, and» my. character. being 

blaſted, I was forced to fly. I he Squire, 
perhaps, n my revenge, laid an 
information. againſt me. I have fince, on 
finding employment | impoſſible, | ſubſiſted 
on little depredations I contrive in the night, 
and thus you ſee, from an honeſt man, ſeverity 


has made me a thief, and: for pulling up one. 
tree 1 aut hang — ancther, 


« "Tis, too true,” 6 _ e that the laws; | 
in ſome. caſes, exceed the juſt, bounds. of ſeye- 
rity; but, in. contemplating one incident which 
comes to us under favourable circumſtances, . 
we ſnhould conſider the univerſal tende: ey of the 
practice. This, crime of yours, taken as it. 
ſtands, is a trifle, but extended, goes to deſtroy 
all the trees im the iſland; every man might then 
take for fire-wood, plants which were deſigned 
to ere& our buildings, and launch our commerce 
on the oeean; thus you fee, in the ultimate, 
our very being as & vation would be annihilated. 
It is alſo to be conſidered, that laws in their 
principle and eſſence, are more intended to 
reſtrain, than to puniſh actuaf᷑ tranſgreſſtion; for 
which Treaſon, thoſe "crimes: eaſy to be com- 
| mitted, require a ſeverer puniſhment in order to 
deter, than what the intrinſic value of the. 
damage demands. For the ane reaſon ſtealing 
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ble otherwiſe-to prevent it; and thus when we 
balance the ſcale of juſtice, we ought to admit 
the facility of the action as a counterpoiſe to its 
ſeeming rigour. Beſides, the laws, to embrace 
every ſpecies of crime, extend to the utmoſt 
verge of puniſhment, leaving the Magiſtrate to 


whilſt his power of extending the puniſhment is 
bounded.“ 4; 5 e 


- 


T own,” ſaid. he, I never conſidered it 
this way before, but ought not Magiſtrates to 
be choſen, who might act without prejudice, 
and who would impartially limit the punifhment 
to the crime; beſides, why ſhould Þ be hanged 
tor breaking from what might be called m 

priſon? Why not ſent back again, when thoſe 
who break priſon in England, ſuffer no greater 
puniſhment than what was naturally attached to 
the crime for which they were committed. ? 


„ IJ own,” ſaid I, here the law is ſevere. 


FP 


England, would not be hanged for breaking from 


cattle is made capital, becauſe it is almoſt impoſi- 


-extenuate as - cireumſtances appear favourable, 


- Tranſportation is only an impriſonment at large. 
A priſoner, condemned to perpetual durance in 


huis confinement, then why "ſhould: the other? 


i Why not tranſport the offender; and by way 
5 of prevention, add ſo much to his term as was 
5 employed in his voyages ? It is a pity ſociety 
1 ſhould thus laviſh away her members; and 
5 1 4agree with you, that men truſted with the 
az adminiſtration of law, ſhould be learned, and 
. not illiterate country Squires, who mind onſy 
ö women and game“ But, continued I, 0 
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| = Jaw fill remains in forte againſt 8 
ur wiſeſt way to return to America, and as 
Janoy has 5 you, "ou! have: ap enticement 

to. e . 


1 wiſh,” oy TRE &« for noting more, 
but how can 1, who have not a ſixpence, and 
who am forced to pilfer for meal, ue a vornge 
of ſo great a OO FP. 


T his difficulty T2 removed. by furniſhing him 
with a triſſe, and that my labour might not be 
fruſtrated, 1 retained him in company till the 
next day. I then provided him with a diſguiſe, 
and had the ſatisfaction to think, I had con- 
tributed to lengthen an exiſtence, too much 
| you! nature had en 


On oy Vahl, 1 bad "REY fittle krbtble 10 
parry his curioſity, as a perſon of my mean 
figure poſſeſſing ſo large a fund of wealth, and 
the capability of diſtribution; and. perhaps, 


- I ſuffered in his opinion, under the n 
of dithonelty. 4 


| cles ho leave * tins; I Aruck away 
from the high roads, to avoid falling in again 
with the thief-takers, who, I doubted not, 
wauld hover round the ſpot where their ſcent 
was at fault, and might chance to diſcover in 
me a reſemblance. 'to the notorious Cyphon. 
Diſguiſe is a perp*tual - torment, as at every 
little incident, a new change of form becomes 
neceſſary. 1 " had: 0 reien to * the 


293 honour | 
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honour of the youth I had juſt relie ved from 
diſtreſs, but I knew too much of man to truſt = 


OG. 


8 to temptation. I therefore caſt off my peaſants 
* dreſs, once more taking tho habit of a beggar, 
with the addition of a wounded arm, and the 
loſs: of an eye, concealed by a large patch of 
5 black plaiſter A grizzle wig and hump back, 
] compleated my appearance, and no man could 
4 have recognized beneath it the perſon of 
x Cyphon. 9 „ a 
I I was ſo pleaſed with my compleat tranſ- 
5 formation, that I ventured to creep along the 
= high road, and to ſtap in ves as I paſſed; 
; indeed, this was neceſſary, if I heped to diſ- 
1 cover Eliza, as I might wander in fields and 
a bye lanes to eternity. The progreſs I made 
. was flow, my enquiries being conducted with 
caution, and conſtantly ending in diſappoint- 
ment; for ſurely it was impoſſible to find a 
„ perſon leſs calculated than myſelf for ſuch an 
L expedition, labouring as I was under the ne- 
| cCeſſity of perpetual concealment. 
5 | 5a 
1 


One evening when I had ſeated myſelf on 
a bench before an ale-houſe door, (for the im- 
penetrability of my diſguiſe, and the change in 
7 the colour of my ſkin, having dyed it a brown 
1 yellow). rendered me bold in Tecurity, a dark 
. complexioned man, with large buſhy eye-brows, 
. and malignant aſpe&, ſat down aſide me, calling 
] for a mug of ale. hs e e 


"© . * 
5 , * * * a 


Pray, 
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236 Pray, my old dad, ſaid: he, to me, <6 how 
| goes trade. I dare ſay you pick up an eaſy 
- loaf now, with this here game arm and eye.” — 

4 No,” ſaid I, ſhrugging up my ſhoulders, 
bread and cheeſe, and at night a mug like this 
of ſtout, is my only comfort. But if I had my 
precious limbs ſound as yours, I would Tonka 
* to e a little beiter? x | 


1 Pins "TH many miles may you g0 l in a 
day? I ſuppoſe you've travelled all over 77 
gs: by. Four * beat fook. 15 


* 


+ 66 | Nearly,” I aa, « KY were you to 
walk as much as I do, you would not think ita 
pleaſant eget OL N | 


4 As to matter of that,” ſaid bs cc here” 5 
t'ye, my old boy; but if I had as many guineas 
as I walk tes; * ſhould be a rich dog.“ 


« I ſnppoſe 985 „ eme L, W cravel 
the N with goods ?” 


_ 1 not 1, but Pu tell you. what, I'm 
after a d—d cunning fellow, who, I belleve, 
is not always above ground, or I ſhould have 
Found him before this. Did you ever in your 
"walks: meet a fellow rather taller than you, but 
not -much, light hair, fair complexion, and 


ſomething grand i in bis 1825 


„Why,“ 


Why,“ replied I, gazing at him with ſur- 
prize, e why do you aſk me a queſtion like 
that; 1 dare fay'T meet ſuch every day of my 


life.“ 


<« O, but this is a remarkable man, is always 


varying his diſguiſe, yet I believe I ſhould know 


him among a thoaſand. I have his picture ih my 


pocket, drawn purpoſely, from one in his fa- 
ther's poſſeſſion, and ſo I ſhall be a cock ſure of 
my bird, if I onee get a ſquint at him. 


I trembled at the danger that 1 ran, and was 


more than ever ſhocked at*thisnew mark of m 

father's unremitted purſuit, for having deſired 
to ſee the pleture, I found it the copy of one 
taken when I was ſeventeen. I returned it to 


him, ſaying, ** T believed I had once ſeen the 


-man on the. great weſtern road; demanding 


who he was that ſo much:trouble was taken to 
nnd him.“ 5 8 8 
Nou muſt know,” faid he, e he -miurder- 
ed his uncle, and if I can find him, I ſhall have 


two thouſand pounds. I have a ſuſpicion he 


has been ſeen lately in this country, for ſome 
of our ſquad met a country loeking fellow, who 
in part anſwered the deſcription, and the ninnies 
were taken in with his- cant, for he's a rum chap, 


as you would own, if you knew all his pranks; 


what makes the ſuſpicion ſtronger is, I was at 


Juſtice F—="s when a tall man was brought be- 


fore him, on charge of ſuſpicion of having ſtole 
a twenty pound note, which he declared he 


bad given him by this very country booby, 


whom 
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whom he deſeribed to be the moſt ſemſible man 

he had ever met; but as his ſtory did not gain 

credit, and I was going to Haul game, the juſ- 

tice pocketed the note for the right owner, and 

would have ſent the fellow to the houſe of cor- 
rection, but one of the nabbing boys knew him + 
to have returned acroſs the herring pond, and 
r Im 
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I had ſome difficulty to conceal my confu- 
ſion at this account; whilſt T admired the ſa- 
| Facity of this man in combining circumſtances, 
was amazed at his preſent ' blindneſs, which 
held up a true portrait of human foreſight and 
ſelf conſequence ;- for whilſt he condemned his 
friends for not perceiving me under the diſguiſe 
of a peaſant, . he made me his confident under 
that of a beggar. EE „ 


* 


I durſt not leave him abruptly, and truſting 
in my diſguiſe, I ventured to enquire into his 
adventures. I found he had traced the circum- 
ſtances of the bank note, when I ran the er 
of being committed for forgery; he had fol- 
lowed me to town, where he loſt me, ſpending 
many weeks ranging over it in every direction; 
at laſt he met with the thieves, and comparing 
my time of coming to town, the circumſtance 
and deſeription they gave him, he made little 
doubt of having again recovered his track, but 
as none of your neighbours were acquainted. 
with my admiſſion into your houſe, he found 
himſelf aguin at bay. He had ſinoe travelled 
over Wales, and the North, and coming 
rough Eſſex to take another turn in London, 


In 


c 


7 


who had formerly 
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in hopes I might have thrown aſide precaution, 
he had met his MO intelligence from thoſe 
been his comrades. 


- 


E firaddcied dt this detail." which e 


ſo much ſagacity, and the narrow eſcapes I had 
had, even at times when I thought myſelf moſt 


ſecure. I was ſickened at refleQing on the ne- 
merous tojls I had yet to undergo, and-1 ſaw 


that if I wiſhed to remain undiſcovered, I muſt 
ſeclude myſelf for a time, till. he ſhould have 


auitted this part of the country. I made little 


doubt of his difcovering my change of dreſs, 
at leaſt from that of the peaſant, as contrary 


to my uſual practice, I had ſold the cloaths to 


in return relating adventures which had never 
happened, and eſcapes from danger whieh had 


an old countryman for a few ſhillings. 
We continued in diſcourſe for ſome time, I 


never exiſted; we parted at laſt, when night 
involved us in darkneſs, he wiſhing me good 


ſucceſs, and that my lame leg had permitted 


me keeping him company for a time; and 1 


him, that he might ſoon receive the grand re- 


ward, with how much ſincerity you may eaſily 
gueſs. FO JEL Pg 85 


— 


4 { A * ö 1 1 


ö Though occupied with conſiderations of per- 
ſonal ſafety, 1 lamented the fate of the young 
man, whom inadvertency had led to ruin. 


The extenſion of clemency, where it did not 


relax into licentiouſneſs, has ever proved bene- 


ficial, and man will more readily follow the 
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voice of counſel, than the ſtern commands of 
authority. B the multiplication of penal laws 
offences are encreaſed, and to the honour of 
the preſent day, men begin to perceive the true 
modes of government, though its progreſs to 


Knal perfection is of neceſſity flow. © -* 


7 


Fes, ſaid I, to myſelf, argument may de- 
*celve. us, but facts ſpeak oonviction, and ſhew 
that merey is better than ſtrict juſtice. In the 
reign of Henry VIII. ſeventy-two thouſand 
ſouls ſuffered the paniſhment of death, which 
is at the average of nearly fix a day, including 
Sundays. In our days, abont a hundred are : 
executed annually, and were the number leſs, 
do not imagine our vices would be greater. 
It would therefore be to the credit of our feel- 
ings, if we would ſometimes overlook private 
injuries, rather than proſecute where lenity can 
be extended with ſafety. . 52 


Occupied by theſe refieftions, I continued 
down a dark lane, ſhaded on both ſides by over- 
ſpreading trees, at length it branched off in ſe- 
veral ramifications, but not into a common 
road, as the ſwarth was ſcarcely broken, being 
more like a long lawn than a road. A ſſured by 
this token that Il was far from the haunts of 
men, and an univerſel ſtulneſs reigning around 
me, I fat down to indulge the penſi ve reſſec 
tions Which aroſe in my mind, but the more 

powerful fatigues of the body overcame me 
With Deep, and 1 awoke not till the dawn of 


morning. | 
A briſk 


— 


18 
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A briſk air rendered motion neceſſary, J con- 
tinued down the lane for a great length of way, 
it wound in romantic meanders, then ſinking 
into a hollow, above which on either ſide aroſe 
craggy ſcars, interſperſed. with brambles and 
 floe buſhes. A little advance brought me with» 
in ſight of the ocean, whoſe fluctuating waves 
glittered in the morning ſun. At a diſtance I 
beheld the ſpreading ſails navigating through the 
deep, and ſtood to Pons ſingularity of a 
ee ie me fo new. w E ortns ©, 
HFaving fatisfied myſelf with gazing on uni- 
formity, I followed the lane to the beach, 
where was formed a kind of harbour, ſo ſhel- 
tered by rocks, that it brought before me views 
J had. ſeen of banditti or pirates in their ſecret 
haunts, for not an eye could penetrate the fe- 
cluhon from any point of ' obſervation, ' the 
little bay turning round a projection of rocks, 
formed an alcove perfectly ſecured from the 
ſea fide. of Deg et, 


= — 4 
— - 7 * 


HDelighted with the place, I ſpent nde ti 


me 
in its examination, but the lane bending on the 
left, I purſued its direction, taken up with the 
idea of adventures the preceding ſingularity. of 
proſpe&thad contributed to raiſe. L had ſcarocly 
advanced two hundred paces, when I perceived 
through the thick encloſure of trees, the top of 
a houſe, by its ſize of conſiderable grandeur, 
and by its fituation the abode of ſome one who 
loved the dark romanticity of nature. To me 
who was interdcifted the refidence of ſociety, 


| this 


* 

: 

e 
—* 

4 
9 

14 

i 
AI 
5 
* 

i 
—=@ 
'FY 

*4 

1 
1 

NJ 
* " 
; \ 

1,9 
14 

3 3 
» + 
"pe? 
1 
: 

& TH 
«5 
* 

4 

32 
Po 
* 7 

- 

Ke _- 

2 

1 
7 
3 
2 
RY | 
"= 
9 
9 . 
-A 
24 
© 
. ' 
* 
K 
E 
oY 
Be 
- 
1 
1 
. 
2 

4 

; 

: 
= 

+ 

EY 

"VS 

4% ö 
: 

Be } 
EF 
Y 
2 

'B 
1 
i * 
* * 
1 - 
BY 
a 
3 
Wu 
A ! 
* 7 
„ 
75 

- EY 

. 
7 
1 

a 

Mo 

9 
* 
+ * : 

LY , | 

v 
+ 

* 

2 
CA 
3. 
A 5 

E 

Lf 
* 
o 
4M 

33 
E 
3 
Z 
E 4 
BE 

4% 

1 

" 
. 
1 
— 3B 
-» 
vl 
. 0 
I 

2 

1 
*& 
44 
— 1 

2 
XY 

by 

«*Y 


100  THEODORE CYPHON. 


this diſcovery was by no means pleaſing, and I 
ſtepped to weigh the hazard of advancing. * 


It was poſhbleT might. meet another Fhechem 
Boenſudi, but it was not probable, and the IHR 
Was unwarranted by prudenee; yet, that I tight 
not traſt to chianee, I cxamined every leading 
avenye. | The unfrequented aſpect of the place 
excited ſuſpicion, that it Was either not mha- 
bited, ſeldom viſited, or that the occupier was 
a recluſe from the world, either -of which con- 
cluſions were conducive to ſafety, and incite- 
ments to advance. I ſauntered at a diſtance tall I 
-could have a view of the front. The windows 

were all cloſe, and no ſmoke aroſe from the 
Chimnics. A ventured to advance, graſs grew 
in the gateway, and even on the ſteps of the 
.doog, but yet it was poſſible ſome one at leaſt 
might reſide in it, though I began now to en- 
tertain hopes of its total deſertion. 


A large orchard was planted round, and 
though it appeared much neglected, I yet fan- 
cied I could trace the hand of cultivation. The 
branches were bowed down with variety of 
fruits, the wild poppy intermingled with the: 
garden flower, and the lowneſs of the wall held 
out temptation to the paſſenger. 55 | 


2 


CHAP. 
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af 


HAP. VIE 


* Coxr MRD by- the- univerſe ſtillneſs. 
1 which reigned, that no, human being reſided in. 
* the manſron, I was at a loſs to diſcover wh 

„ ſoo charming a place thould be deferted. Fhe 
” doors. of ſome outhouſes were unhinged, no- 
poultry nor domeſtic animal was vifible; com- 
paring the ſolitary ſituation to Cowper's de- 
iption of. Selkirk, in Juan Fernandes, L. 


repeated, 


. 


n- Fam monarch of all I ſuryey, 

he May right there is none to diſpute, _ 

of EOS From the centre around to the ſea, _ 

he ” 1 am lord of the fowl and the brute. 

3 . O- ſolitude! where axe the charms 

ole Which fages have feen in thy face? 
Better dwell in the midſt of alarms, 
Than reign in this deſolate place. | 


- There is a melancholy- reffection ariſing ins 

the mind on the view of deſerted habitations,. 
AP. we are inſenſibly bewildered on purſuing the 
* fangied cauſes of migration; we attach to our- 

18 1 ſelves 
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ſelves the fallen fortunes of grandeur, or par- 
take the hard fate of the wandering cottager. 
No doubt, thought I, this houſe has the re- 


putation of ſpiritual viſitants, and probably, 


under their protection, is ſafe from the plunder 
of the vulgar, Who would, perhaps, think it a 
ſacrilege to pluck; thofe fruits which ripen 
unregarded. | fu | 


As I was not troubled with any qualms of 
this nature, I made a circuit round the wall, 
as well tog bar ragaink] ſurpriſe; as 10 inſure a 

etreat in caſe of unexpected interruption. A 
Ile beck gate opened into the orchard, it was 
without faſtening, ſo: that according to the ſta · 
tute, I was not guilty of breaking, it not being 
as mych as cloſed with a latch, g 


— 4 


I made free with the fruit, fitting down to 


my repaſt, not a little pleaſed with the fairy 


adventure: 1 looked in vain for the draw- 
bridge, and brazen trumpet, to diſſolve the 
enchantment. Indeed, had I been a hardy ſteel- 
clad knight, 1 ſhould have pitied ſpoiling ſo 
delightful a ſcene, or ſcattering in the air the 
fragments of ſo noble a houſe... However, no 
fair lady appeared on the battlements, nor muſ- 


lin ſcarf ſtreamed from the loop-holes. Whilſt 

theſe fancies gave ſome relief to my reflections, 
I conſidered that no place could be better 
adapted to my preſent neceſſity of conceal- 


ment, the out- houſes furniſhing every ſeeu- 


— 


— 1. 


I aroſe 
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T aroſe to conſider this plan, and opening a 
wieket, entered a flower garden, where many 
eurious plants met the eye, equally in perfec- 

tion, as though under the immediate hand of 
eultivation. It was im poſſrble to account for ſo 
fngular- a circumſtanee, and as I advanced 
towards. the houſe, J began to ſuſpe& it 
contained ſome eccentrie inhabitant. Having 
knocked for. ſome time joudly at the door, 
without any one appearing, I walked over the 
| garden, orchard, and out-honſes, weighing the 
behaviour. 1 ſhould: adopt. Behind the houſe 
. was a terrace, level with the firſt floor, ſup⸗ 
porte d by pillars, forming beneath a piazza. A 

door kere preſented itſelf, opening, as I judged 

from the plan of the windows, into 'a-faloon: 

The door 1 difeovered to be only on the latch, 

and after ſome little heſitation, I ventured to 
enter this palece of e N | 


3 ; . . 


\ 


I found ates; im a kind of common room, 
b the walls of which were plaſter, without anx 
embelliſlagent ; about it lay ſeveral faves of 
calks, and the remains of ſome heavy package, 
I! Aventured to call, but receiyed no anſwer, and 
| 5 taking my ſtick in my hand, I aſcended the 
5 ſtairs. © The ſame appearance of confuſion was 
; here viſible, and on opening ſeveral doors L 
| found the rooms ſcattered with lumber. There 
was ſome old furniture remaining, and my aſto- 
niſhment encreaſed at obſerving on a large oak 
table in the dining room empty bottles with 
Halles, and 40 N of Wes yet ROE: 
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As I gave no credit to enchantment, or ſuper- 
natural agency, the idea foreibly occurred, 
that I had by accident ſtumbled on a rendezvous 
of robbers, which the-: peculiar ſecluſion of this 
' place gave credit to. The more I examined 
the object around me, the more I became con- 
firmed in this ſuggeſtion, though JI was unable 
to account for this intelligence in ſuffering the 
outer doors to remain unfaſtened. Under this 
iyſpicion precaution, became neceſſary, and I 
looked round for defence in ecaſe of attack. 
Ihe room I was then in furniſhed no weapon, 
but on entering another, I diſcovered ſeveral 
blunderbuſſes, piſtels, and cutlaſſes. Confirm- 
ed now beyond doubting, of the quality of the 
tenants, and not being very deſirous of a viſit, 
J ventured to take a glaſs of their wine, from 
Feveral hampers that lay in one corner, and 
not knowing how ſoon they might return, haſ- 
tened from the houſe. F 


I reflected in paſſing the wood, that they 
* could expect nothing from one of my miſera- 
dle figure, that probably they might be on a 
diftant expedition, and that in the mean time 
T might fecurely paſs the days in the wood, 
and the nights in the out-houſes, until I could 
with ſafety continue my progreſs, and penetrate 
to the ſeat of deſpotiſm, from whence I expe&- 
ed. at leaſt to collect the vague ſuſpicions of the 
vulgar, which might eventually conduct me to 
the objeèt of all my purſuits. 
For two days I adopted this plan, without 
the leaſt ſigns of man appearing, and dane 
N | Bn - er; 


0 


* n_ we ww W 
% 


DF 


v 


o 


1 w . ! 


THEODORE' CYPHON.- 105 


Golders : as danger ſeemed more diſtant, Lehen 
ventured to range over the houſe, in every 


chamber open to entrance. The third night 
was eloudy and rainy, and finding myſelf more at 


_ eaſe in the large houſe, I concluded on paſſing 
the night within it; for this reaſon I ſelecded a 
ſmall room on the ſecond floor, as well for its 


diſtant ſituation, as that it contained a quantity 


of hay, and old hampers ſerving. as ſubſtitutes - 


for. a bod. 


2 


At ere Lor . ban a aiſturbed 


T's ſleep y the burſts of ja and: the ſhouts - 


of pt T'trembled at the uation to which 
F had inadyertently expoſed myſelf, making no 
doubt that the robbers were returned, and en- 


joying themſelves over their booty. x: figured” 


to myſelf the. lar dining-room, ſcattered 'in 


confuljon with the offil of - intemperance, a 


large table loaded with liquor, and round ita ſet 
of miſcreants, - ſuch as I had ſeen — at the 


| mad OMG. 


The bortid parallel n me | foreibls, as it 
brought to my mind a train of ideas, obſcured 


by the ſubſequent ſuffering T' had endured; 1 
Muddered again at the'confinement T had under : 


Fm” and. at the narrow Et, ha made 
om one ako their 1 of | 


7 54 I D 
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I: 1 to my aid 0 weben 1 


| ealmneſs which ever befriended me, and riſing 


with caution from my bed-of ſtraw, I advanced 
ke caro to tho0p! of the ſtairs; 1 liſtonex 8s 
1 catch 
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und piſtols ran towards the ſtairs, Thus ine vi- 
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catch their diſcourſe, but could only--diſtinguiſh 


ſongs, laughter, and noiſy jeſts. 5 conſidered | 
that half intoxicated with repeated libations, they 


might not attend fo as to hear me in paſſing down 
the ſtairs, a hazard l was bent on encountering, 


rather than fall into the hands of a ſavage ban- 


ditti, whom I piQtured mercileſs as the roving 
Scythian. I deſcended with caution, ſtep by 
ſtep, but when nearly at the landing, had the 


_ diſappointment of finding the door open, and 


the light ſhining into the paſſage, left me little 
room to expect eſcaping without detection. 


IA % 
* 


3 
2 1 4 * j ( i. - 


oy 3 ' +4 7 3 TO 2 8 8 „ * , on * 
I ventured to lean over the balluſter, to diſco- 
ver if. poſſible the numbers of this noiſy crew, 
or if I might venture (from their ſituation) to 


attempt eſcape. I was confounded at the un- 


exp ed quality of the carouſers, as, in place 
a {ct of the vileſt miſereants, my imagination 


55 had figured, I ſaw only a number of men, like 
country farmers, ſome even poſſeſſing the air 


” * 


of gentility. 


On nearer examination, 1 perceived that they 
were armed, but I found it impoſſible to con- 
jecture the intention of this nocturnal revel. 1 


- turned round after a few moments reflection, 


to regain if pofſible the chamber where I had 


ſlept, as it was not improbable this might be 
- fome houſe dedicated to Bacchus, where thoſe 


ſons of the grape held a meeting, and that they 
might leave it before 'merning; * By: ſome ac- 
cident they were diſturbed at the noiſe I made, 
and ſtarting up, ſeveral of them; with candles 


tably 


% 


(| 


as, 


\ 
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tably diſcovered, L determined at once to de- 


clare the means of my entrance, reſting on the- 
conyitive power of truth. 1 was ſeized, and: 
hurried without ſtruggle on my part into, the 
banquet room, where ſome condemned me to, 
immediate death, whilſt others demanded how | 2 
came there, threatening to. ſend me to. 90 as a, 
thief and a e | | 


” 


> You go, id. firm and 3 
ec a little too faſt. I am not to be intimidated, 
with fear. Your threatened murder has no: 


power to affect me, but for your own ſakes, 3 


would have you proceed with caution. Tis 


true my habit is againſt me, but I have ſeen 


better days. I was born a.. gentleman, though: 


nov cireumſtances have reduced me to a beg— 


ar. I paſſed accidentally by. the gate of this. 


ouſe, it was open, and I ventured to enter. I. 


ebe, loud and long admi.tance at the door, 
but every circumſtance . the place. with-- 
out inhabitants. Your negligence left the door 


on the latch, I entered, and ventured this night 
to ſleep i in a room above ſtairs from the ſtorm ;. 


what is there in this can render me guilty, and I 
appeal to yourſelves if I have merited the unjuſt 


3 1 N . have oalt N . 


me.“ « 


| fr 
8 1 , Foy * 
a 


Ss wen ſaid, by. ns: Hal of my 1 
cried one of the beſt looking amongſt 
them. Come, my friends, fit cloſe; a 
"ot this N wee taſte” a e vr f the 
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neat, untainted by the ſmell of cuſtom-houſe 
rats. 85 : ly OATS fs 1 5 


This laſt expreſſion perfectly opened m eyes. 


to the charafters of my entertainers, and I made 


no doubt this houſe was retained for the pur- 
poſe of ſtoring ſmuggled goods. 


* 


2 Here,“ ſaid one, offering me a glaſs, 
“ drink confuſion to all exciſe in a bumper.” 


* Bravo,“ cried they, filling up their tum- 
bers, „ Here's perdition to monopoly and 
impoſt!“ „ . 


— 


I faw the futility of argument, and ſat a 
ſpectator of their manners, which poſſeſſed a 
Mare of brutality, though refined in compariſon 


to that of the robbers. Their declaration was 


uncontrouled to enjoy exiftence, but that en- 
joyment with them confiſted in intoxication and 
8 | > | ; 


© In every elaſs of ſagiety 1 had witnefſed, re- 


fection had diſguſted me with the manners of 


Men, nor could | refrain exrlaiming to myſelf 
Is this the immortal Being, the Lord of the 
earth, are theſe the attributes of a ſoul which 


zs to exiſt for ever? Thoſe men who ſpurned 


at the inſtitutions of government as oppreſſive, 
gonceived fiberty to conſiſt in lioentiouſneſs; 
But as I had never found the moft abandoned 


_ without ſome argument to urge in their favour, 


Þ doubted not but thoſe might reaſon wrong 
Tn 1 na from 


5 a , 
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from right principles, and I propoſed to myſelf 


making the enquiry, when ſobriety ſhould allow. 


the return of their reaſoning faculty. 


or reeled to differem apartments, the chief alane 
retaining any ſobriety, though that was merely; 
ſufficient to attend the general ſafety, by extin- 
guiſhing the lights and bolting the doors. As 1 
had by ſome ſingular expreſſions recommended 
myſelf to his notice, he offered me a ſhelter 
till morning, the rain ſtill continuing violent. 
The next day I aroſe before the fumes of wine 

were ſufficiently evaporated, to allow its votaries- 
to aſſemble, and deſcending I entered the gar- 


One after the other ſunk down on the floor, 


den, where F was ſoon after joined by him 
I fancied the principal perſon in the com- 


* 


munity. 


<< L doubt not, Sit, faid I, eilten you . as a . 


ſurpriſed at one who ſays he has been in a 


more exalted ſtation, appearing in the miſe- 
rable habit in which you fee me, but give me 
leave to ſay, my ſurpriſe is greater that a man 
of your ſenſe ſhould aſſociate with any 

fo extremely debaſed from the character of 


Hold, 1 beg, my gvod man, ſaid he, 
ſmiling, we only take a trifle from the contri- 
dutions raiſed on the whole nation, for as tp 
decrenſing the revenue, that's a mere farce, 


becauſe, 
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becaufe, if deficient, it is r * 1 new Free 
end new taxes.” - 155 


7 CFP? ” ſaid I, 3 8 b the 
arm, I allow that for the ſupport of Go- 
vernment, fuch a ſtated ſum is appointed, and 
which muſt be made up by new impoſts, if 
the old fail. Now, by deducing from the 
old, and thus cauſing a deficiency, you. pre- 
vent an article of luxurious conſumption con- 
_ tributing in place of the more neceſſary, it 
being clear that the revenue muſt either be 
raiſed by excife or tax. Thus you ſtand in 
the odious fituation of being a ſecondary 
means of oppreſſing the poor wretehes, one 
half of whoſe ny Pittance is given to Pro- 
tec the Mere 


He was ſtartled . this mode of 8 
which he liad not before conſidered. He pauſ- 
ect a few minutes, and then replied, „I know 
not how you have come by this objeCtion, which 
I fear makes againſt us, for conſidering that the 
exciſe would not allow an honeſt man to drink 
as much as he pleaſed, I determined to have my 
thare under-hand; and to this was led by the 
form of wearing in exeiſe officers, and the 
infamous practice of appealing to heaven at 
every turn of, action. No man can ſmoak a 
Pipe, or ſwallow a glaſs. of wine, without its 
undergoing ſeveral atteſtations before God; and 
the little pedlary who vends ſnuff by the half. 
penny worth, muſt go through the 3 of a 
man on examiration of * and death, nd 4 is 
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4 J em grieved,“ ſaid I, “at the inline d of 


this remark, but 1 have 8 the negligenee 


with which this article 15 performed, and the. 
oath- which ought- in every nation be held 
ſacred, as the moſt ſolemn appeal, where di- 
rea witneſs cannot be produced, is in the whole 


train of exciſe treated as the moſt inſignificant 


185 and Persarg is a matter of courſe.” 


« This, ſaid be,” turging Upon me, ** is war- 
rant ſuffcient to avoid thoſe forms, and you 
may fay what you will, Lam now convinced 
in my own opinion, for“ continued he, with an 
air of triumph, „what by our means is added 
to the burdens of the people, we refund back 


to them, by fupplying them proportionably 


cheaper 1 in the articles we run, and ſave at the 
ſame time to ourſelves a clear ee, 


I perceived, indeed, that Ae 
not ſhake a fixed opinion, confirmed by habit, 


and convenient by profit, and I turned the diſ- 


courſe to the dangers they incurred from the 
officers of exciſe. Why,“ ſaid he, „ we 
fometimes have a bruſh with a revenue cutter, 
but you wnderfland Waſh. we know: PPT Ol elf 
how to OR clear.” 1 
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Theos we "acide the. Aſs; cio] to 
join in the hall the reſt of the gang, who eagerly 
devoured a. quantity of, cold meat, which they 
largely diluted AE brandy, and ſeaſoned with 
oaths, a ſtrange example of inconſiſtency. kn 
the midſt * our repaſt, we were alarmed by 
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ws trampling of horſes, and one of them lock 

from the window let us underſtand, a com- 
— of light horfe were advaneing-. Well, 
my lads,” ſaid the Captain, 7 al only to- 
be firm, till theſe locuſts have paſſed us, let 
eyery man take his poſt.” Two flew inſtantly to 
bar the bottom doors, with heavy chains and 
faſtenings, the ground windows were never 
opened. Others ran up to the room where 
L had ſeen the arms, and Where ſtood à few 
hampers: of wine; theſe as well as the arne 
were inſtantly carried into a ſide parlour on the 
ground floor. The glaſſes were left on the 
table, that the hungry hounds, as they called 
the light-horſe men, 8 N feed their * 
uy wiſh 1 5 


— 


7 he tele number beg aſſembled in the 
parlour, the chief whiſpered me, that being 
à ſtranger I muſt ſubmit to have my eyes covered 
for a few minutes. To this 1 conſented, with 
an air of confidence, being willing to ſee the 
ovent of this extraordinary buſineſs: In leſs 
than a minute they raiſed me in their arms, and 

taking ſome ſteps, I found we were deſcending. 
F-was then. permitted to walk by myſelf. After 
about a hundred paces the bandage was taken off, 
and I perceived we wer e in a room under ground, 
lighted only by a candle, and crouded with cafks - 
* e eee tea. f ä 


ex. Here” ſaid the Captein to me, is a 
glorious booty, if thoſe hounds: knew how to 
dent it, but they ma ay ferret to eternity before 
0 find an ounce 6 coffee, 855 or tobacco, 
above 
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above board. We remained in this room, 
which was extenſive, till night, when they 


opened a little door into a fubterraneous paſſage, 


of near two hundred paces, ending in an open- 


ing through the chalk rocks into à ſequeſtered 


part of the wood, adjoining the coaſt. 
' thouſand jeſts were uttered on what they called 


a dead retreat, and having now @ ſeparate abaut 
the country, before they ventured te return, 
I was conducted in the dark through numerous 
intricate mazes, to do away any temptation to 


' CHAP. VIIL. 
O! it is monſtrous monſtrous? 
 Methought the billows fpoke, and told me of is, 
The winds did fing it to me, and the thunder— 
| F +. 
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Br this en eh ins; the ſingularity 
of the recent adventure occupied my attention, 


till concern for my own ſafety recalled my 


thoughts to the center from whence they ſeldom }... 


deviated. So many accidents. perpetually re- 
tarded my reſearches, that my ſoul ſickened at 
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its Ixion prof peQs, and fighed at the unremitted 
chain of labour it had* yet to purſue. Was it 
poſſible to form a diſguiſe ſo inſcrutable, that 
fuſpicion ſhould examine in vain ; was it poſſible 
to invaif my perſon in miſts of impenetrability, 
from the keen eye of ſtimulating reward? 
if theſe were got poſſible, it was impoſlible 
that k ſhould Kore my injured Eliza, or learn 
e Tequet of her fate. a 

x” Ei cried T to myſelf Iam 7 nov 
to endure this dreadful ſtate of ſuſpence. I will 
not be hunted through the world. Then why 
this cowardice,. this imbecility of enterprize? 
- Am | no longer the Cyphon who defied bolts 
and bars, who poſſeſſed courage to deſcend the 
= walls of an  infernal priſon, amidſt” the 
:roar of elements? Is the ſpirit of the mighty ſo 
fallen that I muſt hide my head in woods, and 
tremble at a found ? No, I am determined to 
die, but it ſhall be in purſuit of Eliza; for her 
F will brave the power offwealch, the inveteracy 
of ' hatred, and the arm of law; yea, though. 
_ Kings ſhould 12 — br Fame Or them, 
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I made fog wing Metals in my fare, 
taking t the patch from my eye, e end the bandage 
from my arm; in their place ſubſtituting bow 
legs, and contriving to ſink in my height ſeveral 
inches. Thus, deformed," and decrepid, I 


, A 
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ventured again into the main road, PRONE: off 
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As I paſſed along the roads an object of inſig- 


nificance in the eye of the travellers I met, and 
the villages I paſſed through, I often ſmiled to 
think that my perſon was valued at two thouſand - 
pounds, a ſum ſufficient to have raiſed every. 
village upon me. But whilſt I wandered on 
ſlowly and ſad, my thoughts reverted to the. 
treatment I had received, and ſrhartipg as I was 
under the exalted hand of power, I confidered. 
that policy demanded ſome ſacrifice of that pride, 
which yet reigned within me ; and I conceived. 
the ſtrange deſign of caſting myſelf on the 
mercy of my father, and truſting to nature for 
its effects. Not but my heart rankled at the 
uſageè I had received, and my ſoul ſhuddered at 
the fate of the Hanſons; but ſomehow I believed 
him to be privy to the ſituation of Eliza, and to 
wreſt this ſecret from him no medium was de- 
REES: ek Ren 
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About five miles from the houſe of my father, 
as I paſſed along the. road, agitated by-tempeſtu- 
ous feelings, hich toſſed me about at pleaſure,. 

a man on horſeback rode by me. in haſte, 'whom, 
1 inſtantly. recognized to be the keeper of the 
private mad-houſe, Where I had been ſo long, 
confined, and where for aught I knew, Eliza at 
this moment might be !mmured. - 


—— 4 


| My blood boiled in my veins at fight of this, 
tool of deſpotiſm, and I made no doubt he was 
returning from the author of my being, and my 
6; woes. Alas! cried I, of what materials is com- 
5 poſed the heart of mah, that he can thus delight 
— m deſtruction and ꝓerſecution ? But now is the. 
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_ te, nom is the time T muſt etthen conquer by 
The Hopes F had entertained were conſider- 
ably damped by a rencounter which had in ſpite 
of. my uſual preſenee of mind ſo. much diſcom- 
oſed me, that unable for a time to proeced, 
fat down on the fide of the road, giving way 
to a torrent of tears, relieving the weight of 
anguiſh that oppreſſed: reſpiration. The re- 
ſemblanee of the unfortunate Eliza received my 
careſſes, and invoking heaven to commHueration,. 
F purfued my journey. On the preceding day 
Thad changed my mendicant attire for the dreſs 
af the country, that I might paſs without creat- 
ing ſuſpicion,, though I ſult retained the marks 
of deformity. It was the duſk of the evening 
before E aſſumed coolneſs and courage ſufficient 
to rap at the door, and enquire if the Squire was 
at home. VV 5 
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4 © Yes,” replied the porter, eying me with 
-- euriofity, though he could not penetrate my 
_ difguiſe, ©* My Lord: is at home, but he fees no- 
ſträngers, and ſo, if you have any buſineſs, my 
good man, you may deliver it tome.“ 


- «The buſineſs,” I replied, © is of great 
importance to your Lord, it can be commu- 
mieated to no other, and therefore I muſt ſee 


ay, * 


* You aft ſee him, repeated he, you 

mi call again to-morrow.? 
„ — 
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e No, n ſaid I, „ my good friend, den't 
Let us have any miſunderſtanding, if my enger- 
neſs. is interpreted into impertinence, there ir 
a guinea to ſoften the aſperity. But what 1 
have to impart to Squire N is of very 
. e | 5 


Js „ Walk ists this x room, ff n IM Sinz 
Fai he, with a ſervile ſcringe, M Lord is 
net in the habit of ſeeing ſtrangers, but if yon 


will Ten IP your name, I will venture vo deliver 
it. 


% My name,” 1 e «HK „ 
Tell ry I come from his ſon, that J have 


power even to. deliver Theodore into his han 
but that I muſt firſt on to an and win. 


out witneſs.” 


4 


The porter nerd at me, he Teemed as if be 
wilhed to fpeak, but as 1 deſired he would 
inſtantly go to his maſter, he left the room. 
J waited near half an hour, a . ſubj ect of the 
moſt tormenting ſuſpenſe; now thinking that 
nature might ſoften his heart, and that yet he 

might relent ; then, that I ſhould find His ob- 
_ duracy increaſe at this mark of my ſubmiſſion. 

At length the porter returned, My Lord,“ 
faid he, ** after much 'confideration, has cares 
ſented to ſec you, but inſiſts it ſhall be in prefence 
of a third perſon; a precaution. you would not 


condemn, if Oey — * * ke 
ee ee fl 
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. 1 either, replied 15 ce. ſee him 
es or not.ſee him at all; were 1 his ſon he 
might fear my ee 122 as it My” his e 
= PS” „ | | 
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4 If ſo, ls we” «] am ontoiionca 
to offer you conditions, which are, that you 
allow yourſelf firſt to be. ſearched, that you | 
may not ſecrete. any weapon in your cloaths, 
withoot which, my Lord PONY, g. K. 
mul are not to be 2m; gn 

3 


5 


: "66 A e ſock. as this,” ſaid I, © muſt 
| render every moment-of your maſter's life 2 
. -torment ; but as I am not come with murderous 
intentions, L ſubmit.” Having undergone this 
precaution, which exhibited- the terrors. and 
jealouſies of tyranny, I was conducted through 
apartments, 1 could have traverſed without 
a guide, and delivered by the porter to another 
perſon, whom I knew not, but who, it ſeems, / 
had charge of every meſſage, and was a kind of 
centinel ; he opened the door of the chambers 
my father wholly reſided in, and bowing, down 
to the floor, TS „My Lord, the We 
waits to be * _ rs 


+30 Let How enter,” POD a. voice, I 1 
guiſhed as my father's, and at which every 
nerve trembled, and the blood fluſhed to my 
face. I laid my hand on my beating boſom, 
and felt the picture of Eliza. I became at 
once ſufficiently mailer of myſelf to advance, 
_ * as I entered, was ſhut in by the 
$A ; Ga 
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3 On the table lay a brace of piſtols, 
with a drawn ſword, but all my attention was 


Tivetted * on the figure of my father. The 
| 8 appearance of manhood was no more, 
ea 


his features were diſtorted by ſuſpicion and 


anxiety, his eye was rambling and wild, but 


at the fame time ſtern and ferocious ; and 
whilſt I ſurveyed the ſhattered remains age and 
retroſpection contributed perpetually to N 
att L dempleue ad was OBS. 
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% The . bald bY c «ith F me 
and that there, that you know where the re- 


bellious and abandoned man is concealed, who 
was once my ſon. Is it true?“ 


* My Lord, 2 1 ein e on my 
knees, e it is true, but he i ts not the abandoned 
wretch you term him. I, I myſelf, am that 
unbappys that miſerable ſon, the mark of your 
vengeance, the victim of your wrath. * 


+206 You 2 tied he, Sri from me, whilſt 

2 thouſand emotions ſhook his frame, you 
Theodore ] and are you then come to murder 
REN LT 15s . 
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3 No, = Kid I, 6 no, may the univer .o he 
thaken to non-entity, if JI cver harbour the 
thought. Ne, my father, behold and pity the 
objeQ of your rage. Reflect to what the mad- 
neſs of deſpair urged me, when the elect of my 
foul was "torn from me, deſtroyed, polluted, 


; contaminated. Reße & on al 1 have endured, 
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I ftarted from the poſture -of ſupplication. 
gnaſhed my teeth in the wildneſs of fury. 
<« Monſter !” cried I, © inexorable_ tyrant, 
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on all L have ſuffered, then aſk, yourſelf for 


what? When did T oppoſe your will but once? 


Was not my whole life, till that moment, a 
tenor of obſequious obedience ? Cannot the 
calamities of a ſon touch your heart with pity? 
Cannot you feel the claims of nature, and re- 
ſtore me to Eliza, and my birth right ??P 


have ſworn,” cried he, glancing a lock 
of malice, and ſtamping with fury, I have 


ſworn by the heaven of heavens, ſhe ſhall never 


be yours. I have glutted myſelf to fulneſs on 
the vile worm which aroſe to curſe me, and 
deſtroy all the plans T had formed and that there, 


for the exaltation of my family, But I have 


caſt you off, go, go and partake in her company 


all you deſerve. She is at this moment a com- 
mon proſtitute, her blood is mingled with its 
original foulneſs, and the blow I received from 


you on her account, meaſured upon her and her 
family with thunderings.”  \ 15 


I was tranſportod at this ſpeech beyond bearing. 
1 


* 


what power did the fortuitous chance of my 
birth give to you ? Did it beſtow on you the 


. right of torment and deſtruction? No ! there are 


degrees-of teciprocal duty, which when broken 
by one, are no longer binding tothe other. From 
this hour I renounce, I deteſt you. I tear from 


my heart every feeling of filial affection; your 


head crowned with grey hairs, will bend as a 


blaſted tree in the mid of the foreſt, and you 
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will deſcend to the grave without a name re- 
maining amongſt men. I will blaze in colours 
of blood your infamous character to the world. 
I will give you up as an example to tyrants, and 
"the ſtings of remorſe, and bitter penitence, will 


create to you, through the ſhort remains' of 
your precarious Exiſtence, the excruciating tor- 


; tures of hell.” h 


4 


He was too much confounded to reply; he 


ſeomed to labour under want of expreſſion, and 
the fuffocation of rage. He ſtood ſtill, his eyes 
wildly ſtaring. upon me; my ſoul was pierced 


with miſery, and I haſtened away, refuſing to 
anſwer the ſervants; who crouded round me to 


- enquire. . As I entered the hall, I heard the | 


voice of my father, commanding them. to ſtop 
me, but vowing death to any one who attempt- 
ed to doſo, ina tone and geſture that ſhewed the 
danger of trifling, I opened the outer door and 
eſcaped. | Ry 


It was a black tempeſtuous night, the wind 
howled in wild roarings, ſuiting the diſtraction 
within me. My brain ſeemed on fire, and the 


dreadful idea of Eliza a proſtitute - thè angelic 


form, the divine ſoul of the virgin I had loved, 
polluted by the dregs of ſociety, fixed on my 
ſenſes I am mad with the refleQion.—Alas f I 
ſcarcely know what I write. The deſcending 

rain overwhelmed me in torrents. I opened my 
boſom to its fury, I ſpread forth my arms to 
defy the elements. I ran forward, I ſtopped, I. 
was diſtracted. I caſt myſelf upon the ground, 
I repeated the name of. Eliza; large drops of 
F 'G {ſweat 
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ſweat gathered on my body, already drenched 

with rain. I wiſhed to ceaſe to be. The whole 

world ſwam before my fight, I rejoiced in the 

jarring confuſion of the ſtorm, and ſhould have 
ſmiled to ſee convulſions warp the earth with 
diſtortions, and hurl the univerſe into original 

chaos. Every idea was dark as the ſecret. cham- 
bers of the grave, and my ſoul ſeemed capable 

of riſing above every form of deſtruQion, of 
riding on the wings of whirlwind and fire. 


I have ſince wondered that 1 did not inſtantly 
deſtroy myſelf, but death never croſſed my re- 
flection. I ſeemed to tower above its conſiderati- 
on, every mode of danger vaniſhing into nothing. 
Yet, however the ſoul may be ſtimulated to mad- 

neſs by paſſion, its phyſical effects on the body 
quickly reduce it beneath the common tone of 
energy, and almoſt deprive it of active power. 
Thus a prey to uncontrouled impulſion, I had 
rambled forward, I knew not where, nor re- 
* .garded how, till all at once a ſtupor overcame 
me, every object at once was ſhut out from in- 
teileQual recognizance, and J ſunk down upon 
the road. 5 : 


— 


I know not bow many hours I remained in 
this ſituation, expoſed to the violence of the 
ſtorm, and ſteeped in water. The grey of the 
morning was juſt viſible above the tops of the 
diſtant Hills, when Tagam opened my eyes on n 
world 1 bed neerly forſaken for ever. A burn- 
ing heat diffuſed itſelf over my body, and circu- 
lated through my veins, the certain ſymptom of 
* : x © e 
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a fever: I felt a ſeeret pleaſure in the thought, | 
J hugged the very name of death. I found, 


owever, my preſent ſituation extremely diſ- 


_ agreeable, being benumbed with cold, and damp, 


whilſt at the ſame time an internal fire deyoured 
me. It was with extreme difficulty I advanced 
a few paces to a dry bank, where I ſat down 
wholly exhauſted, my mind ſtill turning to the 
dreadful account I had heard, and which yet 


tingled in my ears. 


* 


In the tumult of my cronding reflections, I had 
omitted enquiring where Eliza might be found, 
a circumſtance that ſtarted upon me as a faint 


glimmer of hope, and I indulged a fancy that 


what I had heard might have been only a 


malicious e an attempt to leſſen in my 


ſight the perfection of female excellence. Whilſt 
mine eye turned with indifference over the coun- 
try before me, and my ſoul retired within-the 
receſſes of deep reflection, a ſingle horſe cart 
with a man and his wife, who had been at a 


neighbouring market, came up. They ſtopped at 


obſerving my ſituation, enquiring with the kind- 


neſs of charity, if I would accept a caſt, as I . 
ſeemed fatigued. 


* P of 2 


This humanity to me was additionally wel- 


come, having ſo ſeldom heard the voice of com- 


paſſion, and being really unable to walk, I con- 
ſented to enter the cart. I fat down in ſilence, 
being too weak to anſwer their queſtions, and 


my imagination too bewildered to attend. I con- 


tinued in this kind of ſtupor till we arrived at 


the little town where they dwelt, but by that 


G2 time 


— 
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time I was become wholly light-headedz and 
after much difficulty was admitted to a ſhelter 
under the ſhed ſupported by pariſh bounty. _ 


From the temporary derangement of my ſen- 
ſes, the ſtrength of my conſtitution ſhortly: re- 
lieved me, but a violent fever flamed th L 
my body, and inſatiate thirſt inceſſantly torment- 
ed me. The good woman, who had by her in- 
terceſſion procured me this aſylum, was a farmer's 
wife, r now and then ſupplied me with fruit, 
which: allayed in ſome degree the fervour of 
my ſufferings. She had wiſely taken care of 
my pocket-book, containing my fortune, well 
knowing that otherwiſe my whole .perſonal 
property would be in a ſlate of ſequeſtration. 


— 


/ 


"Ig . 


Death bath thy temple ra zd, love's em ire foil'd, 
The world of honour, worth, and ſweetneſs ſpoil d. 
| . DrvMmMonD, 


* 


ArrrR the furor of the malady was abated, 
aand ſunken nature exiſted but famtly, I had lei- 
ſure to look round on my companions in miſery, 
and on the houſe which preſerved us from the 

| $5 weather. 
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weather. Ere this 1 had witneſſed the oſtenta- 


tions of charity, but now in the ſecret vale, 


far from the glare of reflective pride, where 


the pittanee was only colle&ed from thoſe who: 
had none to give, and pompous ſubſcription was 
unknown, I beheld, I felt the boaſted: provi- 
denee for N want, and worn out tage. 


Bonn the thatch of a tottering building, 


dwelt the outcaſts of poverty. Mothers who 


had never known the name of wife, were here 
deſerted and forgot. Children, . the offspring 


of unprotecting parents, or the remains of 


ſome family whom indigence had ſtar ved to 
deſtruction, cold, naked, and hungry turned 
the wheel, which is the ſupport of this mighty 
empire. 


Left on 5 world's bleak waſte forlorn. 

In ſin conoe ivd, in ſorrow born, 

No guide the devious maze to tread, 

Above no friendly. ſhelter ſpread: 

Alone, amidft ſurrounding ftrife, 

And naked to the ſtorms of life, — 
Deſpair looks round with aching eyes, 

And . nature groans and dies. 

| anden HY zs. | 


wk was the 3 . bleached 
and ſtiffened by the morning dews, the win- 
ter's cold, ſtretched on the flock bed, the pic- 
ture of Amide and the prey of defeats; left 
to breathe out his laſt ſighs to PIG without” 
a Conmort to Sk his ys" 
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Every breath of wind whiſtled through the 
broken caſements, being the only remedy againſt 
the various ill ſcents which aroſe from diſeaſe, 
and loathſome filthineſs. No plaſter covered 
the bare walls, formed of irregular ſtones, be- 
tween the interſtices of which were pegs of 
wood, that ſuſpended pieces of apparel, rags 
for the dreſſing of wound, and more diſguſting 
objects. Yet into this chamber of wretched- 
neſs the poor were often denied admittance. 
Miſerable ſons of the earth, better, better 
would it be, never to have been at all! This 
was the laſt ſtage of life, when ſickneſs. calls 
for indulgence, when 'the parting ſoul trembles 
in uncertainty, and fighs for the aids of friend- 
ſhip, when it lingers in the world, and fears to 
leap into the dark ſtate of une xperienced exiſ- 
tence, rendered grim by a thouſand horrors of 
ſuperſtition. No hand of comfort was nigh, 
no voice of ſoothing conſolation poured balm 
into the ear, the ſhrill tones of the magiſterial 
nurſe carried inſtant obedience, and the tender 
part of her office was loſt in calloſity of feeling. 


The apothecary executed his part with in- 
difference; he was above giving to the fick 
thoſe hopes which might have contributed to 
linger out exiſtence; and even the prieſt, whom 
religion ſhould have ' ſoftened down to huma- 
nity, -entered with ſtiff conſtraint to mutter a, 
few prayers over the dying victim; that over, 
he haſtened to the revels of mirth. How un- 

like the unfortunate Hanſon, whoſe ſoul was the 
emblem of chriſtian patience and goodneſs, but 
alas ! chriſtianity is now a name, a mere paſſ- 


port to office. '_ 5 
. „ O For- 


631! Oo | 


. 


dealeſt with the children of men? Is it thou 
luxuries of the earth's production to a few, 


ſavage nature to others, emerging them in 
7 
| wretchedneſs and woe £ Yet man boaſts him- 


labour, diſcaſe,” and want.. 


love of idleneſs had brought there, but theſe 


ed, employed according to 1 their ſtrength. When 
| the fever ceaſed to rage” through my veins, I 
lay on my wretched pallet in a ſtate ſo exhauſt- 


ſtruggle, and death KR and dre to be ſteal-. 
wg vpn: WW 3h | . 


of once more beholding that countenance which 
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“ O Fortune!” cried I, © is it thus thou 


who giveſt beds of down, and all the various 
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whilſt thou denieſt the comnion enjoyments of 
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ſelf the lord of creation, though Hg under 
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It is true there were in this houſe, whom a 


e 
þ — 
Men 


ought not to have been received, or if receiv- 
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w | that nature ſeemed to have made her laſt 
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I felt with Eon its approaclies, 5 re- 
rded the hour of diſſolution with a compo- 
ſure, alone diſturbed by the remembrance of 
Eliza. The tear ſtarted in my eye at the utter 
impoſſibility of once more calling her mine; 


had firſt taught my heart to ſigh, to beat at the 
impulſion of love. Oh1” cried I, „that E 
could preſs thee to my boſom | Oh 1 that our 
ſouls might breathe their departure to ether, 
and at once leave behind us this ſcene of varie 
eas unhappineſs.” 


/ 


One night, WOT all within the ken was 
huſhed, fave the ſnoring of the nurſes, and 


G 4 * 
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the moans. of the ſick, I was diſturbed from 
that ſtate of inactive reflection, when the ſoul 
is bewildered without forming ideas of diſtinc- 
tion, by deep ſighs from one who occupied the 
bed next to mine. I knew n to be an unhappy 
female, who had been overtaken by diſeaſe 
in the practice of vice. I had even heard that 
fome circumſtances in her life were particularly 
pitiable, but I had not ſeen her, and now when 
her deep ſighs ſunk into my ſoul, I caught the 
ſympathy of diſtreſs, and turned round ta liſten. 


' Unhappy being, thought I, this then is the 

end of u life of Saen. the goal of a race 
in purſuit of gratification; but perhaps thou 
wert betrayed, perhaps ſome ſecond. Lord D— 
planned thy deſtruction. Oh!!“ cried I aloud, 
« Omnipotent Being, if indeed thou lookeſt 
down on the actions of men, let not luſt tri- 
umph unpuniſhed; and O, protect from an 
end like this, the unfortunate Eliza.“ 


„ Who,” ſaid ſhe faintly, who do I hear 
call Eliza ?” _ 1 ; 

The found of her voice ſtruck me with the 
rapidity of lightning, and deprived in that mo- 
ment of ſpeech, I ſtarted up, I made an effort 
to throw myſelf upon her, but enfeebled be- 


'  yond exertion, I ſunk again upon the bed, in a 


ſtate too painful and too confuſed to admit de- 
ſcription. 4 ö 4 EF Rs 


1 O Theo- 


 THEODORE' CYPHON. 129 


“ O Theodore!“ faid ſhe, ſcarcely loud 
enough to be heard, for ſhe now recollected 
me, O Theodore I is it indeed you? Oh! 
look not upon me, I am vile, I am worthleſs.” 
A burſt of tears choaked her utterance for a 
time. My heart ſeemed to rife to my throat, 
and every power of ſpeech was ſuſpended. 
« Miſerable that I am,” ſaid ſne, I.prayed 
to die in obſcurity, but even this is denied me. 
O Theodore! pity the Eliza you once loved, 
pity the ſufferings I have gone through, and O 
pity the weakneſs of human nature, which held 
me to life, though debaſed beneath myſelf. 
But a very few hours remain to me, I ſhall 
then leave a world where I have had little but 
forrow,. where ſhame and. miſery have been my 
portion.” oy a AR | IM 


No, no.“ cried I, ſtruggling for utter- 
_ * ance, you ſhall not, by heaven it cannot be. 
Tou ſhall live. You are dear to my ſoul, you 
are my wife, my Eliza, my only love.” 
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© Wound me not ſo, ſaid ſhe,. © ſpare me, 
F entreat you ; thoſe names of endearmeat cut 
me as reproaches, for long ſunk in my own 
eſteem, my very being is loathſome to:myſelf, 
and cannot but be ſo. to you... 8 5 


* You wrong me indeed, indeed you do, 
ſaid I, with vehemence. I love, I will love 
you for ever. Still to me you are the ſame, I 
am the origin of all you have ſuffered. But for 
me you might have lived a life of peace, the 
5 : G5 | humble 
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hawble thatch of the cottage would have ſhel- 
tered you, but I turned you out to the ſtorms 
of life, I expoſed you to the blaſts of power, 
and if cruel fortune permits you not to live, 

we will-die together, we will ſink at once from 
being, or riſe to Wörle of immortal exiſ- 
bange, 8 5 


8 You know not,” ſhe replied, „ what a 
wretch Jam. Oh! if my father, when here, 
had foreſeen the lot of his daughter, mercy 
would have taught him to end her exiſtence; 
but who would defire life, were the contingen- 
cies within the power of preſcience Tell ne. 
Theodore, how I find you in this loweſt of hu- 
man habitations.. Why did you dip your hands 
in the blood of a wretch, whoſe very touch was 
contamination? ot 


Crag Oh py Hl 1. « that he had ten thou- 
ſand lives, my ſoul would have rioted in ven- 
geance. Was it not him who deſtroyed us? 
Was it not him who blaſted our exiſtence? 
Was it not him who murdered my ſon? But 
I am riſing to madneſs, and I would fam be 
calm. I would, if poſſible, ſwallow . down 
the long train of. my injuries, that I may not 
loſe the indulgence of the preſent moment in 
allowing me to be near thee—to ipeak to the 
darling of all my reflections; but I fear, my 
Eliza, 1 ſhall exhauſt your ſpirits, live for 


: 5 we will By to ſome other kingdom, we 
v 
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© Ceaſe, ceaſe, deareſt Theodore,” ſaid 
ſhe, faultering, this is too much for my 
wounded ſpirit to endure. I know but too well 
that the dart of death even now rankles in my 
heart: I feel its poiſon floating chilly through 
my frame, and that nothing can now ſave me.“ | 


So dreadful a ſentence ſeemed too great te to 
endure. A cold ſhudder, a convulſive trem- 
ble overcame me. I felt a pang as if every 
nerve had been pierced with the acuteneſs of 
torture, and nature fainted beneath the ſhock. 
It was day before I wholly recovered, the pre- 
ceding ſcene returned on me like a "dream; * 
doubted its reality, but Þ ventured to murmur 
out the dear name of Eliza, and liſtened to 
en an ere 


* 1 


Tha: nurſe was: 9 at the aer ond of 
the room; I raiſed myſelf upon the ſack which 
ſerved as a bolſter, and liſtened to the inter- 
mitting breathings of a broken lleep, that ſer ved 
to dull the ſenſes without calming the ſpirits l. 
the once e daughter 10 e L | 


A part of the ſheet 3 her es | © 
ventured to remove it with one hand, that 1 
might again gaze on her inimitable counte- 
nance, and enjoy the ſilent pleaſure of tracing 
thoſe. features that had faſcinated my ſenſes ; 
but 1 ſtarted back with horror at the dreadful | 
alteration ; the. ſheet: fell from my hand, and 


a curſe on the iner of 1 a was riſing uns 
bidden. e ene 5 6h LEG * 
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Hier once blooming face now bloomed no 
longer, her features were ſwoln with. hardſhip 
and grief, her eyes were deep. ſunk in her head, 
the paleneſs of ſnow, tinted with a ſickly yel- 
low, coloured her ſkin, and corrofive diſeaſe 
Preyed upon her, like the canker which de- 
ſtroys the fruit, and ſaps the firſt principles of 
vitality. _ þ i 


A fight ſo ſhocking would certainly have af- 
fected me to exceſs, had I been capable of any 
exertion, but ſo weak was every energy, that 
no new calamity could reach me, or irritate feel- 

ings blunted beyond the power of. ſtimulation. 
When the firft ſenſation. of diſguſt were ſubfid- 


ed, I ventured to take another view of the ſuf- 


fering fair, who whilſt alive was ſubjected to 
the empire of corruption. I even traced with 
ſondneſs the remaining lineaments of features, 
"where. once envy's. ſelf would in vain have 
ſought a fault, and on which 1 had often gazed 


S  _. with ſeerct rapture. But who can tell the tor- 


s of my mind, if a moment admitted re- 

-  fcRion? I durſt not glance a look of retroſpee- 
tion. I would have wept for Eliza, but I found 
it was impoſſible, I found my grief too deep, 

and 1 wiſhed for diſſolution. „„ 


The fair ſuſſerer awoke with a ſtart, and con- 
vulſive kind of gaſp, ſhe raiſed her eyes feebly 
toward me, but alas! they conveyed; only lan- 
guid. a © page every higher animation being 

gone. No more did they beam with etherial 

_ exprefiion—no more did they ſhine with intel - 
teQtual meaning. They indeed 8 
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but it was the power of exhibiting humanity 
ſunk by exceſs of pain, and deadened to n 
endurance. 


. 


L had now found the object for e E had 
e conſented to live, but to find her in this 
fituation, in the loweſt ſtate of expiring life, de- 
ſtroyed the pleaſure I had expected from her 
fight: I had, however, no other motive to live, 
than for her, and by the help of my friendly 
.countrywoman, I exerted myfelf to procure 
her ſome aſſiſtance. Too enfeebled myſelf, I 
gave the taſk. wholly to her, and as money will 
-procure civility and attention from an enemy, 
Eliza was ſomething better provided for, though 
every hour convinced me that the malady was. 
too deep for removal, and _ a decline had 
lang preyed upon her. 


EN 


I Qforbore from tenderneſs. to touch on * 
misfortunes, but from the farmer's. wife J learnt 
fome particulars, which, if poſſible, ſtrengthened 
my hatred againft the man, who could in mere 

wantonneſs murder every feeling of humanity. 

It appeared that · ſhe: had been traced by ſome in- 
ſtrument of my father's, to the. houſe of a 

tager in a diſtant part of the country, where he 
had found ſhelter, and earned her bread. by 
labour. With this coitager ſhe lived in fancied 
ſec ty, till ſne had recovered from the effects 

violence ſhe had fuffered. After this ſhe 
was apprehended: as an acceſſary to the murder 
of Lord D—, and confined for many months, 

but at We NE qo. my Ec * no 2 

| on 
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ſon appearing againſt. her; . had been ire. 


| rated. 


This appearance of lenity gave colour to- 
his actions, and: brought her deeper into his pow- 
er, for being now turned on the world without 
money or Dk. her character blaſted,. and 
lying under ſuſpicion. of murder, no one took | 
_ compaſſion on her ſufferings, and thoſe who 15 
knew not my father, condemned her ſtory as 
the forgery of ingratitude. Thus driven from 
every reſgurce, and encompaſſed round by the , 
lines of the ſpoiler, ſhe was aſſailed by tempta- 
tions, fortitude could fcarcely reſiſt, and ſhe 
took the reſolution of hiding herſelf i in the fields, 
where, ſhe. .might. die unobſerved. , 


The villain who kept the private mad-kouſe, 
was Choſen as the inſtrument of executive ven - 
geance, a vengeance ſo brutal, that even his 
abandoned ſoul'ſhuddered at the propoſal, being. 
only brought to conform by threats of puniſh- 
ment for his former actions. In a ſtate of weak- 
neſs which deprived her of the power of reſiſt- 
- © ance, again was the wife of my boſom violated,. 
and contaminated with a diſeaſe that inflantly 

| es upona conſtitution already far declining. 


Humbled beneatli the duſt ſhe was now leſt 
forlorn, abandoned to the mercy of the elements. 
She poſſeſſed not courage to put a period to her 
being, for broken hearted, all her firmneſs was 
Sone; and thus a burden to herſelf, ſhe lingered 

ror a UE. on the irie of the e HO L90n . 
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exiſtence commenced the firſt hour we beheld 
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when ſinking down before the door of a 1 - 
man, ſhe was under his direction conveyed to 
the W where Fonce more found her. 


| Th detail like this was ill calcined to reſtore: 
repoſe to my boſom, or give ſtrength. to my 
flowly recovering health. Indeed, I had no 
longer one ſingle wiſh to live, except that T 
might not leave behind me my injured wife, for 
ſuch I conſidered her in defiance of the decrees 
of lawyers, and the outrages of * 8 TY 
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I watched with | fearfutantiery the viſible ad- 
vances of death, for hours hanging over her 
languid form, whilſt her ſighs reſponſively ex- 
preſſed the unutterable feelings of our ſouls. 
Every day deduced from my hopes of her re- 
covery, as every day produced an alteration vi- | 
ſibly for the worſe. Spaſms at intervals depriv-- , 
ed her of ſelf- command, and ſhook: her frame- 
almoſt to. diſſolution, hen voice was ſunk into 
faint and languid fentences, and ſearcely an W 
ſeemed allowed her to live. 
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1 paid no attention to my own weakneſs, ex- 
erting every faculty to ſerve her, whilſt in turn 
ſhe endeavoured to ſoften the diſtreſs ſhe ſaw 
preyed upon me, and which hurt her feelings 
not yet weaned from that tenderneſs, whoſe 


each other, and which every ſucceeding inter- 
view encreaſed and cemented. 
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Exhauſted with fatigue, 1 had ſuffered myſelf 


to fall into a kind of doze towards midnight, 


when I was awakened by a touch of her hand, 


already chilled, and clammy with death. 


Theodore l' ſaid ſhe foftly, 6c My huf- 2 
band, I would fain onee more hear your voice. 
Tam going.“ 5 | | 


"PS 


© Stay,” cried I, ſtacting up, and preſſing 


her handto my lips, almoſt unconſcious of what 


I ſaid or did. Stay, I conjure. you, my 


Eliza, one day—give me only one day more, 


my angel, my friend.“ 


EEC Theodore,? ” ſaid ſhe,. <4 death had no 


terrors for me, till this meeting with you. I 


wiſh to repoſe in the arms of my father, to 
lay my head on the lap of my mother; I 


wWifhed to embrace the etherial ſpirit of our 


child, but I find that my huſband ties and at- 
taches meato life feel Theodore my 
« is dong.“ : | 
Clouds of darkneſs ſwam before my eyes, 
Chaos broke in upon my ſenſes. Lthrew myſelf 
upon the bed, and embraced: the inanimate 
remains of the injured faint, whoſe ſoul had for 
ever departed” from its unworthy habitation: 
Wrung with inſufferable anguiſh, no exelama- 
tion could give expreſſion to the poignancy of 
my feelings. My ſpirit made an effort to eſ- 

5 . e I. 
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_ cape, and deeply groaned ' at its impaſſable 
gurance. | 


1 hay endeavoured in vain for foe” time to | 
part the corpſe from my embrace, my arms 


encircling it with a firm hold, as if I feared loſm 


ſome invaluable poſſeſiion. The whole circle 
of feeling ſeemed to have been exhauſted by 


muy prior calamities, ſo true it , that by fami- 


luarity, either pleaſure or pain loſes. its effects. 
A dreadful calm ſucceeded, I was convinced 


of the irreparability of my lols, and my mind 
brooded in filence on the moſt eligible means of 


recovering her fociety, for, ſaid I, ſhe ſhall ne- 
ver come back to me, but 1 way go to her. 


With aiſfculty L DS the overfeers 


putting her in one of their miſerable fhells. 1 
dad even the firmneſs to take a laſt kiſs of her 


pallid cheek—a-laſt look at her emaciated form, 
before I allowed them to-ſerew down the coffin, 

which was decked with flowers. But when the 
melancholy proceſſion, mournful and flow, mov- 
ed along, e the weeping maids and mo- 
thers, who owned her misfortunes when ſhe 

no more regarded the world ; when the the bell 
tolled ſolemn, every ſtroke was as the pang of 


death, and L 8 nn. to attend her 1 


the grave. 


When I 1 the ben announce _ ani 
of the fad ceremony, I felt a pang of madneſs 
ruſh through my brain, and. a defire to fly. and 
tear her from the depths of the grave. But 
again I became calm, again gave way to the 
profoundeſt melancholy. | 2 82 i 
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I had now ſeriouſly reſolved to die, but F was 
- undetermined as to the mode I ſhould adopt; for 
I wiſhed at the ſame ſtroke to plant irremove- 
able remorſe and everlaſting ſhame in the breaſt 
of the cruel monſter, who could unpitying give 


a booſe to the virulence of over- bearing paſli- 
. wy : 


After much conſideration. I adopted the. pur- 
Poſe of making himſelf the executioner of his 
own puniſhment, which I knew would-brand him 


With univerſal infamy, and fatter. at once the 


high caſtle of pride and power he had ſo de- 


| Tighted't to ,creft, and whoſe foundations were 
laid in blood and deſtruction. In. this purpoſe, 


as ſoon as my ſtrength permitted, I left the 
workhouſe, haſtening to the next 1 to 


* 1 eee admittance. : 


„I am come,“ ſaid Ii, to inform 3 
8 for whom two thouſand . are 


offered. by Squire C Thon 


5 
: * 


eds Are you certain yon hee the right perfor,” 


; 2 id he, as a miſtake in a matter * this nature 


is particularly bee LIGHTS en e | 


© * 


* Ines 10 certain” re het 1, 40 ddt 1 Fark 
the man, and I demand to k committed to pri- 


. Gas Juſtice may be ſatisfied. _ 


6 RefleQ, ſaid he, << whit you are about to 
Jas I have yet power to ſuffer your eſcape, as 
you. arc . on your own teſtimony. 


7 
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IJ have conſidered, Sir,” ſaid I,“ I am per- 
fectly calm, and wiſh that one guilty of ſo enor- 
mous an offence, may no longer remain unpu- 
niſhed.” “ My duty then,” he replied, “ is to 
commit you, though 1 confeſs my releQance.” 


* 2 BIR 2 - | ; 
I was accordingly conducted to the county 


gaol, where I now continue—where I have em- 


ployed my melancholy hours in writing a nar- 
ration, I could not have pronounced. My in- 
tention was to leave bebind me this teſtimonial, 
which might excite the tear of friendſhip from 
you and your daughter, and be the only tribute 
of gratitude I can give to thoſe, who though 


they knew me not, yet beſtowed on me the gifts 


of friendſhip and love. 


But as I find I have not many days to remain 
in this world, and as then this paper might never 
reach yu; hands, I have contrived a mode of 


_ conveyance. Should I be no more by the time 


you receive it, I bequeath to you the unwelcome 
office of interring me beſide the remains of 
Eliza. To your daughter I give the portrait of 
that murdered angel, as the moſt valuable of all 
my poſſeſſions. To you both be peace. 
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13 was not without FOI Werres cir 
Hanſon had been enabled to finiſh a narrative, 
that filled him with indignation and grief. The 
fate of his fiſter who had been his favourite, the 
abominable* violence ſhe had ſuffered; and the 
perſeeutien of his friend, altogether failed with- 
in him a thirſt for revenge; and Tike the Arabian, 
who meafures death on the murderer with his 
. own. hand, he ſolemnly vowed, that the grey 
hairs. of Cyphon ſhould het deſcend to the: grave 
in peace. This intention he however concealed 
for the preſent, as he had to exert every ability 
to ſooth the weeping Eve, who was nearly diſ- 
tracted at the thought of Theodore's impriſon- 
2 nd: * n darkneſs. hovering 


44 0 my father,” ſaid as IO herſelf 
into the arms of the trembling Shechem, from 


whoſe eyes dropped tears, like the oil which 
deſcended on the beard of Aaron, O my 


father, cannot he be ſaved, cannot he be reſtored 


to us, Bo we carry up to the throne a n 
for yy £ | 


« ] fear 
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J fear not,” replied the Jew, © he is 
_ guilty of murder, and this crime cannot be 
pardoned. But we will go, we will endeavour 
dy our -preſence to ſoften his afflictien. Con- 
ſider, and be calm, my deareſt girl. Doſt thou 
not ſee that life is become loathſome ts our 
friend, and that the ſuſpenſion of his fate would 
be only adding duration to his ſufferings, Let 
us then only ſeek to eaſe the irkſomeneſs of his 
ſtay, and by the offices of friendſhip diſſipate, in 
aà degree, the lonelineſs of a dungeon, and 


at refle&. ſome ray of brightneſs through the 
e, inſhrouding gloom.” —__ 75 | 

le | 7 Fo 

I It was in vain Hanſon exerted all his cloquenee 
1 to dry the tears of Eve, whoſe grief wounded 


him to the heart, and was not a little augmented 


1 by reflecting, that affections ſo fixed on another, 
BY had little chance of turning on himſelf. But 
44 theſe ſentiments he concealed with ſedulous 
-d care, as of all moments none could be more 
-— unfit than the preſent to declare himſelf, when 
7 every conſideration was abſorbed in the fate of 
DO Theodore. 2 6 
A 
He had at times flattered himſelf (for who 
that loves does not, however abſurd his pre- 
WE tenſions) that Eve beſtowed on him an eſteem 
80 ſomething ſuperior to friendſhip. Pis true 
5 ſhe liſtened with delight to his diſcourſes, ſne 
1y even courted his company, and when he went 
89 out often deſired him not to ſtay, but this might 
on be merely a wiſh of ſociety, her ſecluded life 
1 not allowing her the diverſity of common 
viſitants. by 
Preparation 


ar 
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Preparation was now made for 'a:haſty journey, 
though neceſſarily delayed longer than the impa- 
tience of Eve allowed, from the many concerns 
Shechem could not led, without throwing his 
affairs into confuſion. Thus Hanſon, who 
liſtened to every wiſh of her whom he ſought to 
oblige, as well as to his ewn deſire of once more 
embracing the friend of his youth, prevailed on 
himſelf to forego the pleaſure of eſcorting S he- 
chem and his daughter, ſetting out the ſame 
evening for the reſidence. of his brother-in-law 
Edward, which lay upon the road to Theodore. 


— 2 — K On — 
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Whilſt the chaiſe waited at the door, he 
ſtepped. into the apartments of Eve to bid her 
adieu, and once more to entreat ſhe would hope 
for the beſt, - %% ͤ Th 

| 7. 5 5 | 2 3 
& Alas!” ſhe replied, I am convinced of 
my weakneſs. I know that it is impoſſible 
he can be ſaved, and I ſhall for ever be miſe- 
fable. 5 1 


Not ſo,” ſaid Hanſon, trembling, „Not 
ſo, I hope. Ah! how readily would I exchange 
ſituations, if I could give peace to Eve!“ 


% You-miſtake,” ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, and 
turning down her eyes that were dimmed with 
tears, Theodore is the huſband of Eliza.” 


_ © Hanſon knew not what to reply, he wiſhed 
to ſay much, but at this moment he could ſay 
# ö %%% ens, 
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nothing. He gazed upon her for an 1 inſtant, he 


attempted to ſpeak, but ' bowing,” filently he 
hurried into the chaiſe. 


Oe 
* 


& Yau. SE tg „ ee is the huſband of 
Eliza,“ repeated he to himſelf, as the chaiſe 
drove off. Can ſhe then regard me with af- 
fection? Yet why ſo lament Thedore? That 
ſhe loved him I know, ſhe has confeſſed it to 
me; but what am I to conclude from this? 


ſurely. ſhe meant ſomething more than com- 


mon. I was a fool not to aſk an explanation. 


x. 


ff 


T has 1 reaſoned, and from: a ſimple 
reply flattered himſelf that he was not wholly 
an obje& of indifference to Eve. "Theſe re- 
flections, as he drew nigh the houſe of Edward, 
gave place to ſcenes he had now to encounter, 


and he prepared to meet with firmneſs any 
e of ill fort une. 


* 


He learnt from ha ſiſters that Edward had 
ſet out the preceding night for the town where 
Theodore was confined, that the might be 
preſent at his trial, and by his company ſupport 


his firmneſs in a moment ſo terrible. She 


added, that they had ro hopes of his acquittal, 
he being reſolute in his determwingtion of ſuffer- 


ing. 


Glad c ven to find that e yet lived, he 
took a heſty leave of his ſiſter, without daring to 
mention to her the fate of Eliza, it being a ſub- 
je on which he qurſt not truſt his own feelings, 


* 
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as it never roſe in his mind, unaccompanied by 
vos of retaliation. e 


Obliged to put up on the road, he retired 


early to his chamber, that he might more 


readily be at liberty to purſue his journey at an 1 


early hour. Whilſt undreſſing, he heard the 
voices of two perſons in the adjoining room. 
The one in a tone of advice, the - other in that 


of complaint, which naturally attracting his 


attention, he ſtood ſtill to liſten. 


* Truſt to my honour,” ſaid one, I would 


adviſe you in this caſe fo as ſhall be moſt benefi- 


cial to you and Sir Richard. Beſides, you muſt 
be conſcious that to have recourſe to law with 
a man of his property, is only bringing on your- 


ſelf certain ruin, without a ſhadow of redreſs. 


« And then, ſaid the other, „are the 
laws ſo ine ffectual, or are tliey made only for the 
rich? Had this infamous ſcoundrel ſeduced the 
daughter of one rich as himſelf, durſt he, I aſk, 
have left. her with impunity? Would not the 
law have given him redreſs???  - 


Why, if ſhe had been an heireſs, it might 
have been capital I grant, but your daughter 
you know is without any fortune, and he offers 
to compound genteelly “ > 


- 


66 And ſo,” gie the father in a rage, and 
ſtamping on the ground, becauſe my daughter 


- | 5 18 
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is poor, ſhe is to be ruined by a d—d ſcoundrel, 
and turned off when he has ſatisfied himſelf, 
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5 *Tis true ſhe has no promiſe of marriage in } 
ö writing, but he certainly gave her a verbal [ 
"SY engagement, and I will bring an action againſt 2 
3 him. I will try if juſtice cannot for once be „ 
: VV WE A 
„Will you hear me calmly ?” ſaid the lawyer, of 
e this is a caſe where you muſt ſubmit. There 3 
4 is no law on your ſide but what will not be 1 
"og effective. You may proſecute him indeed for 19 
A the loſs of her labour during her pregnancy and 1 
h nurturage, but then the damages will be trifling, 4 
. and not to the amount of the compenſation bs. 
he offers ;* beſides he will provide her a huſhand, i} 
Eh and give them a ſnug farm, ſo that in fact the 1 
honour he has done you, is an advantage which 
* you could not have expected.“ | | 
he | 
he VVV 3 Wag os 
k, And this is juſtice !“ replied the other, 
he «© one man ſhall be hanged for ſeducing an 
heireſs, another ſhall pay a trifling fine for 
ſeducing a girl, perhaps much ſuperior in every 
1 point except fortune; and even that pitiful com- 
ht penſation muſt be ſued for in the moſt degrading 
der manner, as if ſhe was a beaſt of the field who 
ihe had received a damage that rendered her unfit 
for, labour, and whoſe loſs of time muſt be 
made good to the owner !?7 - ©: - 
2 o The 


* Paley's Philoſophy, Vol, I. 
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The next day brought him to the town where 
Theodore was cenfined, to whom after ſome 
difficulty and bribery he was admitted; a faint 
light ſhone through the grated opening at the 
top of the cell, ſcarcely ſufficing at firſt to 
trace an object, but the eye ſoon accommodat- 
ing itſelf to the gloom, perceived the engines of 
confinement, bofts and chains. On a litter of 
ſtraw ſat the heart-broken Theodore, in whom 
the beauty. of youth had bloomed and was gone. 
He was unchained, they having no apprehenſion 
of his attempting an eſcape, after a voluntary 
ſurrender, though it was well known with what 
facility he had eluded his former keepers, and 
with. what ſucceſs he had ſecreted k from 
Every: reſearch. pg 


- 


. 


KH 


When Haifon entered he was ſitting, his 
hands ſupporting his head, whilſt the portrait. of 
Eliza lay before him, the ſubjeQ of deep medi- 
tatien. He looked up at the opening of the door, 
he gazed with a vague remembrance upon 
Hanſon, but till ke heard the ſound of his voice, 
Was unable to fix certainty to his perſon; for 
"though the features were familiar, ke had ſo 
perſuaded himſelf of his death, or ſtation at an 
impaſſable diſtance, that reflection never glanced 
towards . 


1 


66 Ts it -oſſible,” ſaid his. in a voice 400 en- 
| feebled to take the tone of ſatisfaction, «T7; 
it.poſſible you can be here in the dungeons of 
SM Hellen, whom I thought had long ſince AY 
ea 


F 
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dead? How have. you eſcaped the deſtruction 


which was ſuſpended over you? What clue has 


conduted you to this my laſt earthly habita- 


tion?“ 


8 1 grieve,” replied Hanſon, taking his 


hand and ſitting down on the ſtraw beſide him. 


6 My ſoul is afflicted at this meeting. —Is 


this the pleaſure our youthful imaginations had 
contrived for the years of manhood ? Is this 
the end of our felicitous ſchemes? O Theo- 


dore l no more ſhall I taſte ſatisfaction, ſince 
you, ſince my beloved ſiſter, and my parents, 


are fallen the victims of miſtaken and terrible 


paſſion.” 


2 5 


ce Vet ſhall the tyrant feel, ſaid Theodore, 
raiſing. his eyes with ſomewhat of fire, T 
from this miſerable cell will launch the dart f 
remorſe into his heart, and avenge the fall of 
your faſter.” 1 | | . 2 


«© But how,” ſaid Hanſon, by deſtroying 
yourſelf ? Were it not better, even now to 
endeavour to eſcape? I am aſſured there are 


no witneſſes againſt you, and conſider if 


this voluntary ſurrender does not conſtitute 


ſuicidè.“ 
8 nee 


hn 


© No more of this,“ replied he, .I Would 
not for all the world contains be much longer 
5 2 its 


E : 


N= : * 2 N 
2 — 3 eg . _— ————— 


——_——_ — 
n 


n 


ME  - 


> 
8 


* 
* 2 ed 
n eee 
a CONES 4 *. 
#55 we; 
* e 1 * 
5 4 — 


= 


: 
5 e N . = E of — 
1 — PPP ln * —_ 
ſy — re Deny RE n — 


— 


3 
1 


= 


aer 
— 


248 THEODORE CVYPHON. 


its inhabitant. Common place paſſions. might 
be ſatisfied to live, but I have no defign—no 


purpoſe—no purſuit. I have been harraſſed 
in every form. I have endured beyond the 


powers of human nature. I have loved with 
an ardour not to be deſtroyed, bur” now it is 
nearly over; and J will a.” 


Determination ſo fixed as this, Hanſon at- 
tempted not to remove. But after 2 moment's 
reflection, he prevailed on himſelf to offer what 
the moſt exalted friendſhip could netther 0 
expected nor 9 * 


% Theodore!“ faid * 4 I am ſatisfied 
your preſent hatred of life ariſes from the loſs 
Jou have ſuſtained in my ſiſter. To give you 
then'a motive to live, is only to give you a new 
paſhon. You are ſenſible that the daughter of 


Shechem Benſadi beheld your merits with 


partiality ; that from the hour you became her 
deliverer, ſne cheriſned for you a ſecret love. 
She is poſſeſſed of every qualification which 
can render a woman amiable, and without thoſe 
frailties ſo very common, and ſo very diſguſt- 
ing. She is peculiarly ſuited to pleaſe you as 
a companion, and I. ſee no obſtacle to prevent 
vour accepting that portion of e you yet 
may attain.” | 


<& have yet to b learn, anf vered Theodore, 
by what accident you have made acquaintance 


: © <-> Wah 


— 


N 


as tincturcd with folly- 
H ys | i Before 
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with the man who ſhould give chriſtianity the 


bluſh ; and to anſwer your advige without con- 
ſidering it, would not be the part of prudence;. 
IL held myſelf to blame for not flying from her 


the firſt hour ſuſpicion told me her ſentiments, 
and therefore when diſengaged from Eliza, 


I coolly reflected if I could any way contribute 
to the peace I might accidentally have hurt; 
but I felt within myſelf that nature was wounded 
to the center, and that it was. morally impoſſible 
I ſhould continue long. I felt alſo, that however 
I might. eſteem her as a. friend, beyond that 
every feeling was engaged to the remembrance 
of Eliza, and that had my health been perfect, 
and the promiſe of years yet in ſtore been given 
me, I could not have ſo behaved, but that the 


muſt notice my coolneſs of affection, and thus 
every moment: of her life would have been 


imbittered, and grief preyed upon her in filence.. 


For I know. well that Eve is too tender to divide 
the affections of a huſband, or indeed to be 
ſatisfied; - with the common. expreſſions of 


, / by " 
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Hanſon was not, perhaps, chagrined at the 
negation of his propoſal, he found his friend 
unchangeably firm in his reſolutions; and to 
put off for a time the ſenſe of his immediate 

Lufferings, he related his journey through 
Arabia, with obſervations on the manners of 
men, deſcribing them in every ſtage, from the 
Gmple Hindoo who fed on fruits in the woods, 


to the Monarch who ſtruts in imperial pomp, 
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Before the concluſion of a narration, engag- 
ing to Theodore, Edward entered the EN, 
and informed them that Squire Cyphon had 
Tetained a lawyer of great abilities as counſel 
in favour of the priſoner; that the plea of in- 
ſanity was to be inſiſted on, which ſeveral country 
people, and the keeper of the mad-houſe, 
were to ſupport by facts. | | 1 


Theodore was ſilent at this, he ſeemed to 
conſider in himſelf. ſome concern of moment, 
_ evading reply by deſiring Hanſon to go on, and 
leave matters of ſo trifling an import to ſome 
future diſcuſſion. They remained the greateſt 
part of the day in the priſon, their compan 
reſtraining the fatal indulgende of grief, whie 
ſapped the energy of I heodore. About an 
hour after their return to the inn, Shechem 
Benſadi and his daughter arrived. Some little 
confuſion was viſible in the meeting of the latter 
with Hanſon, but grief ſo choaked her utter- 
ance, that ſanguine hope could draw no conclu- 
ſion to reckon on. | LED 


As it was impoſſible ſo late to be admitted to 
Theodore, the benevolence of friendſhip had 
longer to endure ſuſpenſe, a ſuſpenſe that was 
beneficial to Eve, as her fatigue, added to the 
' agitation of her mind, rendered her little able 
to ſuſtain the ſhock of beholding the man ſhe 
frſt loved, 'and whom even' now ſhe regarded 
with the tendereſt affection any other name 
might warrant, in the. abodes of a common 

| | e gaol, 
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gaol, whoſe gloom alone was terrible; but how 
much more dreadful when connected with death, 
under circumſtances ſo aweful! | 


Her ſoul ſhrunk fearfully from the thoughts 
of bolts and chains, whoſe diſmal clanking 
already ſounded in her ears. But the pallid 
countenance of Theodore, the trembling eye 
of ſuffering, ſhe already faneied turned upon 
ker, almoſt deprived. her of ſufficient fortitude 
ence more to freak to her friend, before the 

fearful day of trial, on which was ſuſpended: 


x 


Labouring under ſo much agitation, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that ſleep preſented images of 

_ pleaſure, , or calmed to repeſe the labouring 
mind of this daughter of Jeruſalem. By turns 
Theodore and Hanſon occupied the moments. 
denied to interrupted. flumber. She had long 
been conſcious of the attachment of the latter 
to her, as every look and every action ſuffieiently 
expreſſed it; ſhe. was not blind to his merits, 
and the native ſoftneſs of her heart taugi:t her 
- to pity any who loved. When once a woman 
beholds with pity the attachment of a man to 
herſelf, love is not far from the heart, though 
. circumſtances may prevent the extenſion of its 
empire. Theodore was loſt to her. in being 
already married, and much of her affection 
naturally reverted to Hanſon, who was not 

undeſer ving, and who was preſent to catch every. 
moment of tenderneſs ; 1OT aſfuredly the paſſions 
85 BF 5 
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of mankind are wrought on by the preſent ob- 
jects, and what love is ſo refined as to continue 
its exiſtence, when gratification is irrevocably 
preſcribed, and the object itſelf removed to a 
diſtance. Nevertheleſs, that certain ſomething, 
which is not to be deſcribed, and which binds 
us to the object we have, once held valuable, 
ſuſpended the reſolution of Eve, and though 
the was ſatisfied Theodore would never * 
nearer to her, though ſhe now did not even 
with it, ſhe wavered in her mind, and could not 
reſolve on accepting Hanſon. 8 


The reſult of many hours meditation, was 
to wait the event of the trial, before ſhe held 
out to Hanſon any encouragement, or allowed 
him to hope that it might ſtill be in her choice 
to remain free, or give him her hand, when 
the ſhould find how the fate of Theodore af- 
fected her, it being confined on the points of 
death, or confinement for life on the ſtatute of 
inſanity. She endeavoured to reconcile her 
mind to either of theſe events, and as misfortune . 
when it advances before our ſight loſes much of 
its weight, ſo Eve became calmer as reaſon had 
room to reflect. 5 


On the following day, after embracing 
Theodore, Shechem left to Hanſon and Edward 
the care of his daughter, propoſing to ride to 
the country ſeat of Squire Cyphon, and 
endeavour to dive into his intentions, and if 

_ Poſſible prevail on him to ſuffer tis ſon to 

| eſcape, 
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a mould My eſtabliſh the plea of in- 
a 


He had rode little more than eight pil,” 


when the chaiſe overturned on the part of a 
road which was repairing, and the axle being 


broke, he was obliged to walk to a little ale- 
houſe at half a mile's diſtance, there to wait 


till another could be procured, age and in- 


firmity rendering bim incapable of ſitting a 
horſe. 


i 


Whilſt he took ſome refreſhment in an 
upper room, he obſerved a large ſavage look- 


man ride up and diſmount; ſoon after a 


chaiſe, attended by three ſervants well mount-- 


ed and armed, drew up to the door. He ad- 
vanced to ſurvey this new comer, not without 


' fome ſuſpicion, the inn not being of appear- 


ance ſufficient to invite the NE Os EINE 
to refreſh. 


He perceived a middle ſized man get out 
with the help of his ſervants, on whom he 
leaned to the houſe; in his face was obſerved 
a deep melancholy beneath a frown, which 
ſpread over every feature the darkeſt gloom ;. 
his eye was turned with haſte and ſuſpicion 
on every object, and without knowing why, - 
Shechem immediately concluded it to be INES: 


5 Eyphon himſelf. 


H 5 A little 
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A little confuſed at unexpeQedly meeting 
the man he was going to ſeek, and whofe 


character of imperious vindition was im- 


printed on every lineament of a face, where 


time and diſappointment had made many ra- 


vages, he ſat down to conſider on his line of 


20000; „„ oe] 


He ſuſpected ſome deſign to be in agitation 


relative to Theodore, and the firſt perſon, 


whoſe ill looking viſage he diſliked, he judged 
to be the keeper of the mad houſe. Whilſt 
he ſat conſidering whether or no he ſhould de- 


clare himſelf, he heard them enter the room 
immediately adjoining, where after ſome gene- 
ral obſervations, Squire Cyphon opened the bu- 


— 


— 


6 And fo,“ ſaid he, you ſee after 9 
| 


ſchemes, and that there, this obſtinate boy wi 


outwit me at laſt, and eſcape from the circle of 
my power, if we do not contrive ſome maſter 


firoke.” “ 


— 


„ Let me alone, I'll er with my neck,” 


_ replied the other, I have a clever ſet of fel- 


lows that will ſwear a man's alive who has been 
buried theſe ten years; and beſides, lookee, I 
know what's the go; a few ſhiners tipped to I 


; | know who, to drink his Majeſty's health, will 
bring it in lunacy, as fair and clever as ere a man 
e r 


7 


* 
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e All that there, returned the tender fa- 
ther, I know we ſhall manage, I will ſpare 
no expence, and that there, rather than one 
of the Cyphons ſhould ſwing on a common 


gallows. Heaven and death ! my name would 


be eternally blaſted. But what I would is this 
— when we have him again, how ſhall we keep 
him, and that? He will break through your ſe- 
_ curities.”? 1 0 e RON, 


«© FTruſt me, I know a rig worth two of that. 
Let me have him once again, and and he never 
more ſees the bleſſed light of the ſun. . 


« How do you mean ?” faid Cyphon, lower- 


ing his voice. You do not intend. to make 
away with him, and that? Though—to be 
ſure,. it would be a happineſs if he was dead, 
provided my name was unſullied, and my in- 
jured honour fatisfied. That blow which he 
gave me in defiance of my will, the oppoſi- 
tion he has made, and the degeneracy he has 
ſhewn about that ſtrumpet daughter of Han- 
ſon, has deſtroyed all my pity; and yet, and 
that there. No, he muſt not be-murdered.” 


4 
1 


Shechem ſhuddered at words like theſe, he 
could not. perceive the countenances of the 
_. ſpeakers, and therefore knew not how far the 
keeper agreed with ſentiments ſo ſanguinary, 
but it not being his place to preſs any argu- 
ment of deſtruction, he ſeemed to drop the 


affair, 


of 
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=, and turn the diſcourſe to another ob- 
Ject. 


. 
* 


© 1 have,“ ſaid he, „a ſcheme in my head, 
for I've a great itch to travel. I intend going 
to America; now fuppoſe I carry over Theo- 
dore, and ſettle there, you will be for ever 
ne 1 him, and I will anſwer no tales are 
told. 5 e 3 5 


The chaiſe which was intended for She- 
chem now rolled up to the door; he had loſt 
any inclination for an interview with a man in 
whom nature was reverted, and rejoicing that 
accident had given him an inſight into intentions 
he ſhould otherwiſe have little credited, he haſ- 
tened back to impart his diſcovery, and con- 
cert with Hanſon and Edward ſome ſcheme of 
fruſtration. 5 FE 


I rejoice,” faid Hanfon, at this fortu- 
"nate difcovery, we ſhall traverſe the deſigns 
of the enemy, and permit them to perform 
for us, what our own want of power is incom- 
petent to. Whan by their projections IL heo- 
dore ſhall be acquitted of the murder, I and 
bis couſin will ſtep forward in the face of the 

court, and offer ourſelves bondſmen for his 
ſecurity. - We will party the claims of the fa- 
ther, by declaring that thus will be removed 
the odium of ſuſpicion from himſelf, and con- 


8 * 


. 
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| De the world that he has ated from upright 


principles, and not from diſappointment and 


pride. 


80 latte ring a promiſe ſeemed to flaſh like 
a dawn of hope upon the friends of "Theodore, 


which was the more readily received, as pro- 
bability appeared in its favour; though, leſt 
ſome unforeſeen event might occur, it was to 
remain wholly with themſelves. | 


— 


Theodore, as the day of trial advanced, 
became more collected in himſelf, he ſeemed 
to have acquired a degree of firmneſs, and 


. ceaſed to mention Eliza; but as to his inten- 
tions they were doubtf1 


| ul, as he ſedulouſly 
guarded againft any expreſſion glancing that 
way. ; | 


As the day drew nigh the reſolution of Eve 
began to faulter, ſhe had intended witneſſing 
the trial, but her heart failed, and ſhe found 


it impoſſible. She almoſt wiſhed to return to 
. London, that the ceftainty might be longer 
unknown, and would probably have been in- 


fluenced by this weak argument, kad not the 
preſence of Hanſcn's ſiſters reftrained her, 
and in ſome degree ſupported her drooping 
ſpirit. ä . 


The 
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The aſſizes were begun in the town, and but 


for the influence of Squire Cyphon the trial of 


Theodore had been firſt brought on, his erime 
being of the higheſt charge, ſtanding next to 
treaſon in the penal law, and equal to it in tha 


law of nature. 
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, = CHAP. X. 


Yes, I do think you might pardon him, : 
And neither Heaven nor man grieve at the merey. 


A TRIAL of ſo uncommon a nature was 
matter of univerſal eurioſity and expeQtationg 
rumour having already ſpread the. particulars, 
which touching on the paſſions of man, few 
but were convinced of the priſoner's guilt, 
and yet at the ſame time earneſtly deſired his 
ume. Eo RR 


It was not the leaſt extraordinary - circum - 
ſtance attending, that the father ſhould at once 
be proſecutor againſt, and counſel for the pri- 
ſoner, and a vaſt concourſe of people took their 
places early to be ſpeQators of a ſcene, at 
once ſo ſolemn and ſo important. Theodore, 
dreſſed in deep mourning, attended * 

. e three 


— 


—— 
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three friends, entered the court, and, after 
bowing to the audience, was indulged with 
a ſeat, his enfeebled ſtate of health not per- 
mitting him to ſtand. The portrait of his 
wife, hung in black, depended from his neck. 
A paleneſs equal to death ſpread over his 
emaciated cheeks, and his eyes ſeemed not 
to obſerve the paſſing tranſaQion, but to 
contemplate ſome matter of ſuperior impor-- 
tance; it was however remarked, when his 
eye glanced upon his father, that a univerſal 
tremor ſhook him, and that his lips appeared. 
to tremble. The eaſy dignity he diſplayed in 
his behaviour, the deep rooted ſorrow which 
the fainteſt glance diſcovered, excited an uni- 
verſal murmur of pity, and many an eye gliſ- 
tened with a tear that did honour to human 
nature. ; : 
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Squire Cyphon was ſeated at a little 
diſtance from the bar, an object, perhaps, 
of equal pity. His features were alternate 
ly ſuffuſed with the deepeſt crimſon and a 
carnivorous yellow. A gloomy frown hung 
. perpetually on his brow z- he ſeemed to labour 
under Cifcaſe,. and a thouſand jarring - feel- 
ings, Which alternately elevated and depreſſ- 
ed him, and which might be eaſily miſtaken. 
for the emotions of nature, though ariſing 
from vounded pride, and tottering domina- 
tion. Could any ciroumſtance be more gal- 
ling to a man who was tremblingly alive 
to all the whiſpers of pride, to find himſelf 
e f expoſed 


8. 5 5 _ a * 


— — 
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expoſed in a public court of juſtice to all the 
calumnies his behaviour juſtly warranted, 
and to that univerſal indignation, every mo- 


ment ready to be poured out upon him, and 
which reſpe& for the Court alone held in 


bounds ET: 


An univerſal ſtillneſs prevailing in the 
Court, the indictment was read, ſtating 
that Theodore Cyphon, not having the 
fear of God before his eyes, but being 
inſtigated by the devil, did, with intent to 
kill, inflict on the body of his uncle, the 
late Lord D , one mortal wound, 
beneath the left breaſt, with a poinard, or 


dagger, of which mortal wound the deceaſed 


had died in the ſpace of fix hours Guilty, or 


not guilty? 


* ms 


? 


Theodore was ſtanding 


preſent, . pleaded guilty, The Counſel then 
aroſe, and aſking permiſſion firſt'to ſpeak, was 


allowed the indulgence. - +* My Lords, ſaid 
; he, and you gentlemen of the jury, as 1 
poſſeſs inconteſtible proofs that the priſoner at 
the bar is non compos mentis, and of which this, 
I think, is ſufficient teſtimony of itſelf, unſup- 


proved by prior facts, I-entreat. that he be chal- 
enged again, and the trial allowed to proceed 


in form.” 


To 


whilſt the charge 
was read, and inſtantly, to the ſurpriſe of all 


| 
| 
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| 
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Too a requeſt fo reaſonable the Judge bowed 
affent, and the Recorder again demanded of 
Theodore, Guilty, or not guilty ?—To which 
he replied, . *© Since it is a matter of form 
wherein truth is not expected, I. plead—Nez 
guilty PP? Ei ns e 
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The witneſſes for the Crown were then 
ſworn, the ſum of whoſe evidence tended to 
prove that Theodore was a madman. The 
fortune teller was ſuppoſed to be him, from 
the circumſtance of the clothes found in the 
well, and the oſtler's coat, and a pair of ſhoes 
in the large drawing room. The pionard, 
wich had been found by a countryman, was 
produced in Court, where it was proved to 
12ave been ſold to a ſtroller, though the perſon, 
When now confronted. with Theodore, could 
not ſwear to his perſon, The moſt material 
evidence was the perſons -who had 'guard over 
*Theodoric, WhO bath agreed in ſaying, that, 
inſtantly as they Heard the' report of the piſtol, 
they burſt into the room, and heard diftinatly 
the words, Theodore, you have killed your uncle; 
that they perceived a man without a coat ruſh 
- outatthe oppoſite door, whom they purſued, but |, 
cculd not overtake in the dark. The next 
witneſſes were the men who had diſcovered 
*Fheodore in the ruins, who ſtated that when 
the old woman was apprehended for a witch, 
and-interrogated concerning. Theodore, ſhe had, 
to clear herſelf from the firſt ſuſpicion, con- 
5 | felled 
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a feſſed that he had owned himſelf as the mur- 
of „ Cen TE ns ON 
Ee | Thus the fa& was clearly proved, though 
- involved in the myſtery of night, and no doubt 
of the perpetrator could be entertained, efpe- 
[cially when the circumſtances of his various 
5 concealments and diſguiſes were related, which 
en could ariſe from no other motive than to elude 
te ff - juice EY e nes: 
he LEES 
he The evidence of the Crown being cloſed, - 
bes the Counſel for the priſoner who was employed 
rd, by Squire Cyphon, aroſe, and before he called 
vas up any witneſſes, deſired the attention of the 
to Court. , R 8 | 5 
n, „„ 
uld 5 | . - : 7 . 8 | : a ; | | Ys 
rial „My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the 


Jury,“ -ſaid he, from facts ſo. plainly eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſo incontrovertibly proved, I 
all not- attempt to draw your attention; 
but as no man who has not the power of 
moral agency can be guilty of a crime, I 

venture to pronounce that you will find your 
verdict in favour. of the priſoner. It is 

ſeldom, in my opinion, a caſe ſo clear as the 
-preſent occurs; where every ſhadow of doubt 

muſt be done away, on an attentive conſi- 

_ deration of facts, to which I beg leave to 
lead you. JFC 
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„The firſt ſymptoms. of inſanity parti- 
cularly noticed in the unhappy gentleman 
before you, was in the midſt of ſome private 

__ converſation. with his father, when he was 

_ obſerved to ramble in his words, and other- 
wiſe give teſtimony of ſome derangement of 

- .antelleQ, which ſhortly became fo - alarming, 

that it was neceſſary he ſhould be confined, 

though even this meaſure of common ſafety 
was not adopted until he had, in the phrenzy 
of paſſion, given his father a blow, Yes, 
Gentlemen, - incredible as it appears, that 
father who had ever attended to his wants, 

and whom grief at his -prefent ſituation has 

brought down to the verge of exiſtence 
— but who can anſwer for the ſallies of 
NE ES ns 
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„ 
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„ Twice he nearly eſcaped from a tem- 
porary confinement in an upper room, and 
behaved otherwiſe ſo 'outrageonſly, that it 
Was judged neceſſary to ſend him to Mr. 
Y=——_ private receptacle for lunatics, 
From that Gentleman, (who is a man of 
character in his profeſſion) I learn, that, 
notwithſtanding every care, he became 10 
outrageous, that it was dangerous to viſit him, 
and that he once laid violent hands on one of 
the affiſtants, bit him ſeverely in the arm, 
and threatened to tear him into atoms, which 
was probably only prevented by timely aſ- 
ſiſtance. After this, by an effort of incredible 
proweſs, much beyond the phyſical power of 
man, unaided by foreign agency, he broke 7 

. . . | in 
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in pieces the chain with which he was 
confined, and made his way through. every 


— . | 1 ' 


— 


„The malady after this wonderful effort, 
appeared to decreaſe, and rationality might be 
ſaid to have again marked his actions. He was 
received by his uncle Thompſon, and after 
ſome time renewed acquaintance with a curate 
who had once been his tutor, and by him was. 
drawn in te marry one of his daughters, with 
whom it is ſuppoſed, antecedent to this period, 
he had had conneQions. „ 


The unhappy father, lamenting this ruin 
of his ſon, on whom he had fixed his hopes, 
and uritated at the conduct of the curate, 


| who, taking advantage of the weakneſs of 
| this ſon, ſeduced him into a marriage with a 
daughter, whoſe favours were not denied 
; to every one, commenced an action againſt 
the curate on the ſtatute of Clandeſtine 
f Marriage. I will not treſpaſs on your pa- 
7 tience and feelings, by entering on a detail of 
e every minutiæ; for preſſed as I am by abun- 
? dance of matter, my difficulty is not to ſubſtan- 
f tiate proofs, but out of ſo many, to ſele& the 
5 moſt ſtriking. | 

y „„ My Lords, I now come to that part 
f of my narrative which touches me with. 
: grief, which 1 am ſure muſt affect every 


perſon preſent, and even compaſſion will 
| . . attach 
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attach itſelf to the unhappy gentleman at 


the bar; for though a perſon whoſe intelleQs - 


are deranged. may be incapable. of a proper 
contatenation of reaſoning, yet their feelings, 
when touched in the point where they have 


aſſociated objects of pleaſure, may be as acutely 
wounded as thoſe of a man in his moſt per- 


5 fea fate. 353 ps 


__— 


. The daughter of this curate, who I have 


ſaid before had been by her father com- 
pelled to marry, that her diſgrace might 
be concealed, waited only the deceaſe of 
her parent to fly with her paramour, and 
had the effrontery to circulate a report, that 
the late Lord D— had by violence carried 
-— Her away. - :; ee i oe pan: Fo | 


4 Does not the mind recoil | at a falſe- 
hood ſo dreadful? Can it be ſuppoſed that 


a man of ſo much honour, a man of fo 
much known generoſity, would eyen think 


of diſhonouring the wife of his nephew? 


I think that a ſimple ſtatement of the mon- 
ſtrous hypotheſis muſt be a ſufficient refuta- 


tion. But mark its fearful effects on the 
mind of the unfortunate huſband. Once 


more was tottering reaſon wholly - over- 


thrown, and he was again confined, not by 


his father, but by the couſin with whom he 


reſided. At length, when nature had ex- 
_ hauſted herſelf, and ſome dawning of reaſon 
again appeared, he conceived the fatal reſo- 


lution of avenging the fancied injury on his 
uncle. „„ e nel a 
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te In the mind of inſanity there is uſually - 
but one leading and governing idea, on which 
perhaps every thought | ſhall be clear, and 
unfortunately. this idea was murder in the ob- 
je& before us. You already know he effected 
this purpoſe, that he eſcaped, and wandered / 
for many months in the woods, and other 
places; during this time his actions were ſo 
very extraordinary, and ſo far above human 
effort, that the ſimple. country people believed - 
he dealt with ſome infernal agent, which is a 
matter of ſo much notoriety, that I believe 
there are few preſent who cannot remember 
ſome of the ſtories in circulation, 


— 


— 


„ In a ſtate of delirium he was admitted 
into workhouſe, where, in one of his 
lucid intervals, he diſcovered his former wife, 
but a ſhort, time before ſhe expired, in conſe- 
quence of diſeaſe contracted in her illicit con- 
nexions. | 


— 


1 Were it 8 I have many witneſſes 
to prove the facts I have aſſerted, but I ſhall; 
cloſe this ſtatement of particulars by obſerving, a 

that even the recent act of ſurrencdering him- 

ſelf to juſtice, after having ſo carefully fled 
from its purſuit, muſt evince undeniably the. 
i regularity of his mind. 


_— 


% | would” defire. gentlemen 15 conſider, 
what mut be the * of his unhappy 


uu | | Ss father, 


* 
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father, whoſe brother has been deſtroyed by his 
ſon, and that ſon the only heir to their illuf- 
trious - houſe. Neeeſſitated, in order to gain 
poſſeſſion of his fon, to come forward in the 
odious: light of a {proſecutor of his own child, 
what muſt have been his feelings! Yet no other 


mode of acting was left him, whilſt his ſuffer- 


ings were increafed by the reflections circulated 
againſt him by unthinking perfons. His days 
have been ſhortened by grief, his conſtitution 
undermined by perpetual alarms, for he knew 
not but every ſucceeding hour might bring ac- 
count of his ſon's death; and, finally, what 
muſt he ſuffer in the event of this day? _ 


e Gentlemen of the jury, with you it reſts 
to reſtore to the father the folitary right of ſu- 
perintending, the wanderings of his ſon. Nor 
can you with ſafety bring in a man guilty of 
murder, who had not at the time of the act the 
command of his reaſon. As well might'a man 
who ,was precipitated by ſome foreign agency 
down a. precipice, be deemed guilty of ſuicide ; 
for in the one caſe, as well as the other, we 


know that could the will have been exerted, a 


contrary action would have been choſen. 


er But if the eſtabliſhed maxim of philoſophy 
be true, the extenſion is carried to a wider range. 
W hoſo reaſons wrong from right principles, or 
right from wrong principles, is a * 
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5 Now Theodore in taking upon himſelf the ex- © 
ecutive power of juſtice, (ſuppoſing Lord D 
to have been guilty) reaſoned wrong from right 


principles, becauſe the law ſhould have been 


his avenger. Thus he is mathematically de- 


monſtrated not to.be in his true ſenfes. Beſides, 


it ought not to be forgot, that where juſtice is 


doubtful, or even at equipoiſe, mercy ought to 


preponderate the beam; and recollect, that by 


giving your verdi& on the ſide of mercy, you 


will not hereafter ſuffer. any internal reproach, 


but may reflect with ſatisfaction to your lateſt 


hour, that you have ſaved a man morally in- 
nocent. | | | 


— 


Remember alſo, that here the plea of pre- 
| * does not occur, you are not going. to 
0 


let looſe on mankind a robher, you are going 
to give to a father the care of his ſon, miſled 
by a derangement of inteſlect, under circum- 


ſtances that require ſecurity, and thus he will 
be as effeQually prevented a repetition of an act 


which I ſhudder to name, as though your ver- 
dit brought him in guilty. N | 
| WF - 


Hut he is not guilty. I repeat again, that 
a man in his ſituation cannot be guilty. He 


does not rank under the claſs of a drunken 
man, though the intoxicated perſon may not in 
fact be guilty of mtentional crime, yet as prior 
to the committal, he voluntarily deprived him- 


ſelf of reaſon; he knew, or might have known, 


the conſequences of partial inſanity, and there- 
Vol. II. 3 | fore 


. 
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fore becomes amenable for every crime he 
may commit under that influence. But here 
the inſanity ariſes from the viſitation of God. 


The will is not at all conſulted, and J aſſert, 


no man can be guilty of any crime, where he 
had not power to will the contrary. I beg 
leave now to turn you to thoſe witneſſes ' who 
will ſupport the facts I have ſtated, and fit 
down con dent you will give your verdict as 
reaſon, juſtice, mercy, and humanity dictate.“ 


As ſeveral witneſſes appeared in court to 
confirm by their evidence the aſſertions of the 

council, one of the jurymen came forward 
and ſaid, That they were perfectly ſatisfied 
with the ſtatement they had already heard, 
and did not conceive any additional weight was 


neceſſary by accumulating evidence.“ 


He was interrupted by Theodore, Who had 
hitherto ſat overwhelmed with variety of agita- 
tions, to counteract which all his powers of re- 


ſolution were exerted, and now wiping from 


his eye the ſolitary tear which nature had con- 


jured up, he bowed reſpectfully, and deſired, 
before the jury gave in their vefditt, he might 


— 


de permitted to ſpeak. 


Leave being given, and every ſpectator ſtill- 
ed by expectation, and ſcarcely breathing from 
anxiety, he preſſed his right hand for a mo- 
ment on his breaſt, as if to quiet the tumult 
n „15 n in, 
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within, and began in a voice clear, yet ſolemn, 
and ſoftened by melancholy whilſt a faint-bluſh 


of: timidity dyed his check. 


40 My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the 
Jury,” ſaid he,” „ This day have I witneſſed 


the terrible weakneſs of human nature, and 


the moral impoſſibility of practical juſtice. Man 
to decide with impartiality muſt be created 


without paſſion, he muſt be omniſcient; but 


whilſt the light of human reaſon gleams on 
us. ſo faintly, all we have left is to catch at its 
rays. . ? 


# . 


I have ſat ſtill, I have endeavoured to 
overcome the weakneſs of human nature, and 
to triumph above reproach ; but I have diſ- 


covercd that agony yet can reach me. Yes, 


my Lords, I find I am ſtill a man, and that 1 
yet retain too nice a ſenſe of feeling to let paſs 

unrefuted calumnies of the darkeſt dye, of the 
moſt cruel and malignant nature. What do 
I ſuffer, to hear in the face of ſo many vir- 

tuous females, the character of one virtuous: 
and chaſte as any here, traduced, and her re- 


putation blaſted. For it is an eternal truth, 


as the able gentleman has already ſtated, that 


where the will does not participate, crime cannot 
attach. 5 7 e 


* 5 


U I, 


& Could the depths of infernal en have | 


produced a train of more inſatiate malice, than 
EI has 


e 
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has blazed in this court—for, driven as I am to 
place before you the character of my wife in its 
original luſtre, I muſt exhibit to the world a 
concatenation of circumſtances which will re- 
coil on the heads of my perſecutors, and blaſt 
their names to eternity.“ | 


Here Theodore related the outlines of his 
ſtory in a manner ſo intereſting, that every eye 
and every heart that was uninfluenced by 
his father, felt and accompanied his ſufferings 
with ſighs and tears. 5 


Thus, he went on, * has etherial purity 
been blackened and polluted, thus have the 
ſufferings of the virtuous Eliza been brought 
to- prove ber criminality, and thus power ex- 
peed to ſweep all before it as a mighty tor- F 
rent; but I aſk pardon for this deviation from y 
the direct ſubje&. before us, for though I had : 
been determined to be ſilent, to meet my fate 
unreſiſting, yet having been irritated by ſo mean i F 
an attack, I muſt in ſpite of myſelf heap ſhame f 
on that man who would ſtand forward here 
as the-patron of virtue, who has blazoned forth 
- his pretended merits, who has, under the maſk 
of paternal care, perſecuted me with .a ran- 
cour, irreconcileable to the common rules of 
nature. | | | 
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1 have ſtooped to his power, I have ſpurn- 
ed at his vengeance, I have beſought his com- 
5 7 Yo EE es paſſion, 
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paſſion, I have defied his malice; but only one 
line of conduct has he preſerved towards me, 
which was to torture me with all the ills his 
ſation allowed him to inflift, to deſtroy for 
ever every obje& of human love and affeQion ; 


and now, when my wife had been violated and 


murdered, I repeat it, murdered by thoſe in- 
famous means, when my fon has been con- 
figned to a fatal grave, when I myſelf have 


| been hunted from one corner of the kingdom 
to the other: he would again encloſe me, un- 
der pretence of inſanity, in the abodes of 
groaning nature; that ſo, ſhut out from ob- 


ſervation, I may languiſh in ſecret. But I am 


not a maniac, my reaſon is active, and I ſwear 


by the Eternal Father of Being, that the crime 
of which I this day ſtand charged, was an at 


| 'of the cooleſt deliberation and deſign. | 


Was it madneſs to travel into Ireland, to 
fink the traces of my perſon ? Was it madneſs 


to diſguiſe myſelf, and gain as I did an en- 
trance into a houſe guarded with jealous 
precaution? Was it madneſs to elude the pur- 


ſuits of juſtice, of parental vengeance, of 


friendſhip, and thirſt of reward? and even 


thoſe ſtories fo much inſiſted on, of ſuperna- 
tural action, muſt evince the full vigour of 


reaſon, Which could play upon the follies of 
mankind. 5 5 eee 


„ Tis true indeed that I have been aQually 
deranged, that my ſoul was flabbed by the 
POE, Gs the crime 
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there was ſold to the Ea 
common ſoldiers dragged as a ſlave from the 
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crime of that deteſtable monſter Theodoric [ 


but that efferveſcence had ſubſided; and finding 


the futility of law to reſtore my wife her puri- 


tv, to give my ſon again to exiſtence, and Mr. 
Hanſon from the grave, I coolly determined 


to be my own avenger, and level the tyrant to 


his native ſod. 


— 
— 


* 


It has been ſaid he was innocent, that a 


man of. ſo much honour, fo much generoſity, 


would not diſhonour the wife of his nephew. 


But where was honour, where was generoſity, 


when the Hanſons were driven from their 
humble ſhed? When tle Joung men who ſtands 
India Company as a 


burning. ſands of Africa, and conſigned to the 
markets of the Eait ? And where, I demand, 
was conſcious innocence, when this Theodoric, 
unacquaintee with my intentions, ignorant that 
I was even releaſed from the confinement of 
delirium, held in pay men to watch over and 
guard him from what ? from the haunts of an 
evil conſcience, or the phantoms of frenzy ? no, 


but from the hands of an injured huſband, from 
the arm of ſecret juſtice he knew he had merit- 
ed. He knew that no other ſorm could touch 


him; like a tyrant he laugbed at ne and at 
law, but what precaution could protect him 
from the ſilent aſſaſſin?nh))n nn | 


„ Perhaps it may be conſidered an act of 


, mercy to give number to my days, but now it 


23 would 


— 
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| would be the greateſt b as well as an out- 


rage of the law. Already L have been a ſacri- 


fice to unmerited confinement, the barbarous 
commands of a father loaded me with chaine, 

and gave me to the hands of men inured to the 
greateſt crimes, L was hurried into this con- 


finement to revenge an accidental blow ;- for 


bad I been inſane, would not means cf reed ery. 


have been reſorted to? Would the tender and 
mourning father, ſuch as mine has been repre- : 
ſented, have conſigned his only fon to a dun- 
geon, had he been mad, without firſt calling 
in the aſũſtance of the facult ?. But, none of. 


this was done, and thoſe proofs of my ſuperior 


ſtrengtb, were not the efforts: of inſanity, but 
the exertions of youth to regain its fr eedom, and 


188 at the 1 iron and of power. | 


. 


«6 It has been faid'that Mr. Hanſon ſeduced 


me into marriage with the daughter. No, Sirs, 


Mr. Hanſon was a man of uprightneſs. I ex- 
torted from him his conſent ; eircumſtances 


. urged me to hazard the happineſs of a man I 
loved; but he fell a ſacrifice to the machinations 
of dignified n an act which nullifies 


iet | ' 5 8 | "TN 
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«© The Honourable Counſel, whom I conceive 
to have been impoſed on by ſpecious pretexts, 
has ſtated to you the hypotheſis, that a man who 
reaſons wrong from right principles is a madman; 
he has told you that this opens an extenſive 
range. wide __ univerſal indeed would be the 
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- influence of ſuch a principle, there is not a crime 


beneath the heavens, but would receive from it 
u fandtion. The robber reaſons wrong from 
right principles. His principle is to ſupply him- 
ſelf the comforts of life, but his reaſoning is 
erroneous, when it leads him to force. I myſelf 
ſought retribution for a crime, for an injury 
nothing in nature could repair; this was a right 
principle, but I reaſoned wrong in taking to 


. myſelf private juſtice, becauſe. were that allow- 
ed, ſociety, would be deſtroyed, but this cannot 
argue me inſane, Miniſters, merchants, ſhop- *- 


keepers, and every individual member of com- 
munity, either reaſon wrong from right princi- 


ples, or right from, wrong” principles; thus if 


you condemn me on this dogma, you pronounce 
the ſentence of inſanity on the whole race of 


man. Indeed a latitude may-be allowed, if we 
place ourſelves on the baſis of reaſon; then we 
may be ſaid to be univerſally mad—but if we 


conſider the claſh of various paſſions, the in- 


fluence of ſelf intereſt, we ſhall find that thoſe” 


actions which mark univerſal infanity, are only 
erroneous deductions from right principles. 


* 


Perhaps to entreat you to diveſt yourſelves 
of miſtaken pity, would be, to aſk you to caſt 


aſide the feelings of human nature, for where 


is the heart which beats not at the deſtruction of 
a woman, beautiful as the faireſt daughter of 
Eve, who fits before you? Modeſt as the veſtal 
virgin, and united to the man ſhe loved from the 
moment 'paſſion had a name. To ſay ſhe was 
undone 1s a phraſe unequal to the meaning. 


Was 


— 
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Was there ever a crime of deeper malignity, of 
cooler cruelty, which has ſullied the annals of 
man, than the preſent before you? Ve fathers, 
ye mothers, whoſe nightly dreams are the 
welfare of your daughters, whoſe daily delight 
is to mark their progreſs in blooming maturity, 
what would be your feelings at ſeeing the tender 
object of every anxiety torn from your arms, 
blaſted by vile contamination, thrown amongſt 
the loweſt dregs of ſociety ? Would you retain 
the common routine of reafon, to viſit in the 
hovel of indigent obſcurity this object of your 
affections, and ſee her on the verge of exiſtence, 
deformed' by diſeaſe, broke down by deſpair ? 
Ye brothers, ye ſiſters, what would be the re- 
flections of your minds at ſuch a deed? But 
above all, ye lovers, ye young men who exiſt 
but in the well being of the maids ye have choſen, 
what would ye endure to ſee all this in the woman 
of your ſoul's ſelection? Fo ſee thoſe features 
ye adored a prey to corroding humours, to ſes 
death already devour the object of your love? 
Yet all this have I endured, all this have I 
ſuffered, and I know that my crime will in your 
eyes become a virtue, and ye will no lopger 
accuſe me of madneſs, in taking on myſelf the 
taſk of vengeance. | 4 


— 


l have been hurried by my feelings beyond 
my intentions, my ſpirits have ſuffered uneom- 
mon agitation, and nature bids' me ſpare re- 
proaches on the man who ſits before you. Not 

that the name of father can touch me, after all 
that I have ſi —— his hand; but 1 obey 
bb i es | 5 . tat᷑ 
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I that paſſion has already ſpent its fury on him. 


1 ſee that tranquillity has for ever forſaken him, 


and that the rebut of all his ſchemes has perha 


pierced him as deeply as the calloſity of his 


; feelings could ſuffer. My- ſoul was formed to 


exerciſe the duties of a ſon; - I ſhould fondt: 


have ſerved him . with: filial affection, had his 


pride allowed me a trifling indulgence. © W hat is 


it gives the boaſted ſuperiority to rank? ls it the 


bubble of a name, which like a globule of air 
glitters in the eye, but is nothing? Is it poſſeſſion 
of wealth, or exaltation of intelle& ? 


Vou Gentlemen of the Jury, I would re- 
mind of your duty. You have pledged your- 
ſelves to your country, and before the Princi- 


pie of eternal truth, to give your verdi@ to the 


deſt of your judgment, Without favour of any. 
Now, if you are convinced that at the time 
I ſtabbed Theodorie I was inſane, you muſt 


pronounce accordingly. ; but if by my preſent. 
' Batement of facts, if by the clear and ſuccin 
' agcount I have given you, if by my ſolemn 


appeal, that I was cool and deliberate in the ad, 


you are ſatisfied I was not mad; for paſſion is 


nut madneſs, thirſt of revenge is not madneſs, in 


4 


27 


” 


both theſe caſes we retain the power of willing, 
you muſt pronounce me: guilty—you. have no 
ſubterfuge to give room for what you may 
think merey. Vou cannot acquit yourſelves 
defore God and the law, to whom you are 
pledged, and however harſh the ſentence, you 
— ont om gt; 
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A univerſal murmur for fins time impeded 
the progreſs of the court, ſighs and ſobs ſpoke 
the feelings of the ladies, and even the ſtern 
hardneſs of man was ſeen to melt. Squire 
Cyphon, unable to ſtand the looks and frowns 
of the ſpeQators, retired: through a general 
hiſs, which the Judges in vain endeavoured to 
ſuppreſs, by declaring it os the Tone 
of the Court. 


| 


_  Shechem, too much affected to wait the ſen- 
tence of the Jury, retired attended by Edward, 
but Hanſon,. whoſe feelings at the recapitulation 
of his ſiſter's ſufferings, had been ſtimulated to 
a repetition of vows of revenge, waited with 
a deep frown of determination on.his brow, and 
Wee ranking! in his heart. 175 
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The Judge, when the tumult ſubſided, ad- 
dreſſed the Jury; he obſerved! “ that never 
had he witneſſed a trial ſo peculiar, Where the 
father was at once proſecutor and counſel, and 
the ſon counſel againſt himſelf, and againſt the 
father. He lamented that the law pointed to ſo 
dreadful a puniſhment;. for a crime which com- 

- monly taken was of the deepeſt dye, but aszit 
nowy came before them, had loſt much of its 
criminality. Ag every doubt of Theodore s not 
being the 6 — of the act was done away, 
their verdict ſolely hinged on the plea of in- 
ſanity; for his part he had no doubt of the 
priſoner's being in his right mind, and conſider- 
8 — 0 man who, had loſt every reliſh, for 


exiſtence, 
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In the midſt of this tumuſt Theodore again 
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exiſterce, their feelings would be leſs wounded 
at doing their duty, if they conſidered it their 
duty to condemn him.“ ; PR ae 


The Jury: then retiring, a moſt-painful ſuſ- 
penſe held every perſon preſent. Many ladies 
no longer able to ſuſtain it withdrew, whilſt 
others entreated him to aceept ſome fruit, part 


of which was alſo offered to Hanſon, every one 
being willing to beſtow ſome mark of favour. 


% 


— » * 


In better than three quarters of an hour the 
Jury returned ; a deep dejeQion was marked 
on their countenance, and after a moment's 
' hefitation, the foreman in a voice that faul- 
- tered as he ſpoke, pronounced Iheodore 
' GUILTY of ibe death of Lord D—. 


„ 


e Not guilty, by heaven, cried ſeveral 


voices from 1 Juſtice, juſtice,” 
eried many others, Where is the juſtice of 
banging a man for revenging ſo infamous an 
i jury?“ The whole place beeame a ſcene of 
confuſion, many of the female ſex fainted 


away, an univerſat diſeontent prevailed, ſo 


much indeed that the Judge feared ſome act of 
outrage to reſcue the priſoner. 


© 


_ 


arofe, he begged to be heard, though he hall 


. 


| 
*. 
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or interrupted by faint murmurs and under ſobs, 
he began by turning round to the Jury. 


* 
— 1 
Y' 
- - 


— 
* 


«© Gentlemen,” ſaid he, I return you my 
fincere thanks; you have eaſed me of a grieyous 
burden, for to me exiſtence was become of all 

things moſt painful. You have ſhewn that your 

love of juſtice is ſuperior to pity, and I perceive 

the difficulty you have had to act up to the line 

of rectitude as you ought. As to you, my 

friends, (bowing to the audience) I wonder not 

at your feelings, it gives me pleaſure to ſee that 

human nature yet can diſtinguiſh the language of 

truth from ſophiſtry, and conſcious. that with 
you the charaQer of Eliza is vindicated, my 

preſent fituation is far from intolerable. May 

the leſſon you have this day received influence 

. your actions to the lateſt moments of your 
exiflence. This ſentence you ſo much depre- 
cate, is to me the tidings of peace, for I will | b 
confeſs to you, that gloomy ideas of ſelf·deſtru n- 
tion lave- often obtruded themſelves, and if 1 1 

s 

| 

| 


have reſiſted them, it was not owing to common 
place arguments, but merely from doubt. 
I his is a point on which the moſt ingenious of 
Human reaſonings muſt ever reſt as ſpeculation, 
and 1 confider it the part of wiſdom not to run 
vnneceſſary bazard, where fo much depended Wl 
on the caſt, From this uneertamty' I amnow. 
liberated, I ſhall eſcape every future perſecu- 
tion, and ſuffer the penalties of that law I have 


EP 


outraged. I ſincerely thank you all for your | 
intereſt in my welfare, and recommend to 7 
_ "whom. it may concern, to reſtrain the paſhons.” 75 
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After this addreſs he was permitted to return 


to his dungeon, to which he was attended by 


Hanſon, who then left him, to communicate to 


- his friends the fatal event. He found that the 


evil tidings had already preceded him, and the 


- deepeſt ſorrow fixed upon them, but more 
eſpecially the grief of Eve claimed his attention. 


Inconſolable by the voice and endearments of her 
father, ſhe could with difficulty be -preſerved 
from fainting, and when Hanſon entered, he 
found her fitting: on the ſofa, ſupported on one 
fide by his weeping ſiſter, on the other by the 
ſorrowful Few. - Their eyes alone communicat- 
ed the language of their minds, it being impoſſi- 
ble to give utteranee to common expreſſions of 
grief. Hanſon ventured in ſilence to take the 


hand of Eve and preſs it to his lips, but ſhe 
withdrew it in haſte, and in a manner that filled 
him with diſmay... | TO TL 


4 * L 


55 8 5 * : . by 
3 


Hie caſt his eyes upon his ſiſters, who were 


overwhelmed in tears, he was hurt at the 
behaviour of Eve, which wounded:his feelings, 
and giving looſe to variety of paſſions. which 
at once fluſhed upon him, he determined no 


longer to delay his intended interview with Squire 


Cyphon, whom he had vowed to bring to a 


ſevere account, and now haſtened to put his 


1 


project in execution 
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Let daxkneſs overſhadow it. Yea, let the clouds | 
of night enwrap it, and nature tremble. 


Tur gloomy frown which ſuddenly overcaſt 
the brow of Hanſon as he haſtened from the 
room, . raiſed ſuſpicion in the mind of Edward, 
and terrified Eve. 
in receiving him ſo. O my friend, if you 
knew the agitation of my mind, you would not 
wonder at my inconſiſtence. I ſcarcely know. 
what I do. But run, I beg; dear Edward 


f 


« | am wrong,” ſaid ſhe, 


prevent if poſſible any miſchief between Hanſon . 


and Cyphon, for I very much ſuſpect, from 


ſome hints I haye heard, and the preſent manner 
of his behaviour, that a purpoſe of revenge has 


hurried him away. | x 


: 4 * 1 , 1 
"NT | . a ; 


OS. 
— 


Edward was of the ſame opinion, though all 
his apprehenſions turned on the ſafety of Hanſon, 

who he feared might fall by the treachery of his 
adverſary; he therefore haſtened out, not Kg 
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much with intention to prevent the rencounter, 
if he found ſuch the purpoſe of his friend, as. 
providing againſt unfair advantages. 5. 


The. trial had continued till late in the even- 
ing, ſo that it was now perfectly dark, involving 
Eve in a ſtate of fearful ſuſpenſe, which every 
moment increaſed.” The benevolent Jew, 
whilſt his own feelings were ſeverely wounded, 
endeavoured to pour hope into the boſom of his 
afflicted daughter, but he found the inefficacy of 

words, when grief preys upon the mind, and 
perhaps he did not advance his expectations of 
future good, with, that confidence which could 
gain attention from one labouring under imme- 
diate and ſuſpended evil. X 5 


N 4 


The mind of Eve was divided and diftrated, 
. the felt a great degree of attachment to Hanſon, 
but the company of the broken ſpirited Theodore 
Had revived m her thoſe ideas, which ever occur 
at fight of the object of a firſt paſſion. Moraliſts 
may define, and metaphyſicians may deduce, - 
but human nature will ſtill retain its principles, 
in ſpite of every fine drawn theory. It is there- 
fore poſſible the affections may ſuſpend between 
two objects, it is therefore mot unnatural that 
Eve, at ſight of Theodore, and though attached 
to Hanſon, ſhould find much of her former .af- 
'feQtions:return, and hefutate to reſolve. 
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moſt diſtant hope of union; ſhe beheld Theodore 
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_c6rf® the brink of an ignominious grave, to him 
therefore ſhe could be only tied by the indeſcrib- 
able faſeinaticn of love; a ſentiment of delicacy, 
alſo had ſome influence. She fancied accepting 
the addreſſes of Hanſon, under ſo peculiar. a 


ſituation, would appear like a determination to 


have ſome one, and in fact ſhe could not reſolve 
to take one man for her huſband, whilſt ſhe, was 


conſcious. of a -partiality fer another, though 


that other ſhould be even mouldering in the 
%% j 

Animated with this ſentiment, .ſhe had ab- 
ruptly withdrawn her hand from Hanſon, and. 
as inſtantly repented when ſhe obſerved the 
change in his countenance. He had not deſerved 
this capricious behaviour, ſhe was conſcious of 
having allowed him to hope, ſhe ſaw that he 


loved her, and ſhe ſickened at a ſituation ſo 
ſtrangely embarraſſing. But now, as the hours 


paſſed away without the return of the friends, 

ſhe began tv reproach. herfelf with having 
hurried him to ſome act of violence, that might 
perhaps have been wholly prevented, had the 
not by her inconſiſtent behaviour irritated that 
anger, but too much enkindled before. Her 
father would have perſuaded her to retire to 


reſt, but her mind was too much agitated, and 
every hour ſeemed lengthened beyond its accuf- 


tomed duration. Two o'clock had already been 


ſtruck by a neighbouring church clock, but 


neither ſigns nor ſounds of their approach drew 


extent df her fears... 
| 9 Sberbe 


the 


1 


. 


nigh, and ſhe could no longer refrain expreſſing 
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8 endeavoured to ane with Her 


eee by mip eee the probability 
0 


of their having gone to Theodore, to paſs with 


him as much time aschis ſentence would allow. 


« Fer if,” ſuid he, Hanſon had entertained 
thoſe deſigns thou apprehendeſt, this is not the 
time, neither do think Cyphon would be pre- 
vailed en by any inſtigation to hazard his life; 
let us not: then wreſt into evil what perhaps is: 


only a common overſight, and at any rate there 
is Edward to prevent treachery. But tell f Mes. 


my darling, (went he cn, for he was deſirous 


to engage her attention in converſation) am not 


E-Tight- in eonjeQure,. When I ſuppoſe thee:to 
have - transferred. to Hanſon, thoſe afſeclions 
WV once were T heodore' $' 235 | 


| RE. uo replied Fug e 
tion of my affections ? T heedore is condemned, | 
and ons: for wh a} Oy is mo this tos. 


nne 21 


\ 

4 You, raiſe wag mid an. 3 gen 
of terror, that only exiſt in fancy ; this late 
hour, the ſolemn ſtillneſs of the night, and the 
train of misfortunes : we have | witnefled, is 


ſufficient to excite ideas of melancholy, but iet | 


us ne _— re ATION * * 


The olattering of Barett now A 
them, and excited their attention, but paſſing 
by they felt the full force ef the exdappointments. | 
SO 
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tears ſtarted from the eyes of Eve, who half 


overcome by drowſineſs, which bent down her 
eyelids, reſted her head upon the edge of the 
e, ſinking into a en ow reverie. 


- 


7 * 


e please to bee ther nature in Same 


meaſure exerted her influence, aroſe and open | 
ing .the window, leaned out to look for the. 


return of Hanſon and Edward. He had no 
belief in their ſuppoſed viſit to Theodvre.— 
Edward having left them exprefſsiy to bring news 


of Hanſon. "Thus. number of hours already 


_ elapſed inſpired in him fearful forebodings that 
ſome accident muſt have happened-to one or 
both. Three and four o'clock had firuck, but 
no perſon appeared, and Shechem found bimſelf 
completely miſerable; he had remained at the 
window, that he might not interrupt the ſlumber 


of his daughter, the candle was burnt down to 


the ſceket, and a ſtreak of morning daw ned at 


a diſtance. What, thought ke} is man in this 
life of perpetual” care, what an inſięnificant 


miſerable being; what with Eis actual ills, retro- 
ſpeQions of paſt, and anticipations of future, 
he ſeems deſtined to a circumvolution of fuffer- 


At this moment he perceived a man walki 


haſtily down the town; he was unable to diſ- 


tinguiſn exactly who it was by the light, though 
he believed it to be Edwar 
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from his returning alone. 


let me ſend for a ſurgeon.“ 
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poſſible to admit him, prefaging ſome accident 


% 
* 
\ 


5 they occupied had been hired for 


their uſe, ſo that Shechem conducted him into 
the parlour, and had he been a man unaccuſ- 


tomed to the ſudden emergencies of fortune, he 


would have been unable to ſtand the ſhock of 
his appearance ; but Shechem, though he could 
feel the moſt trivial of human diſtreſſes, poſſeſſed 


a ſoul which was calm amidſt the wideſt de vaſta- 
tion, end collo ed amick univerſal deſtrution. 


| He perceived that the cloaths of Edward 


were ſtained with blood, that he had loſt his hat, 


and that a handkerchief was baund round his 
forehead; he had alfo in his hand a naked ſword, 
and appeared exhauſted with fatigue ; neverthe- 
leſs, the deſcendant of Abraham commanding - 


| bis feelings, enquired what was become of 


Hanfon, and how he came in ſuch a condition? 


minutes to ſay, what can hardly be repeated in 
two hours Hanſon is deſperately wounded, - 


and is now at the Red Dragon, on ———road. 


I mutt, if poſſible, ſee my wife for a minute, 
and yet I fear to ſhock her by this condition.“ 


— 


Why ſhould you ſee. her?” ſaid Shechem. 


* You: had better retire to your chamber, and 


— cyeuon. ——_ 1fy- 
wy I believe,” he replied, I am in no danger 
from theſe foratches, but I muſt quit the kmg- 
dom, as I have killed the keeper of the madhouſe 


in a duel, and I wiſh to reconcile Sophia to 


55 


follow me. 


<« Attend, I beg,” ſaid Shechem, ſuppreſſing 
his ſurprize, this is indeed an emergency of 
moment, and will be too much for your wife, 
who has not long been laid down. I myſelf will 
endeavour to ſoften it to her, and if it 1s dee 
make the moſt of your time in flving to France, 
from whence you may write, and ſhe can then 


follow you in ſafety.” 


As this advice appeared moſt rational, Edward 
baſtily changed his cloaths, and accepting of 


Shechem a ſufficient -ſupply to defray. his ex- 


pences, in leſs than half an hour quitted the 
town, leaving a ſhort note for his wife. This 
ſudden tranſaction over, Shechem ſtood for 
| ſome minutes as much confounded as if he had 
ſeen an apparition ; ſo many claims now cronded 
to his attention, that he knew not to which firft 
to attend. He ſaw the neceſſity of haſtening to 


Hanſon, but how could he break the matter to 


His - datighter, and to Sophia, yet this muſt 
inſtantly be done, and with a heavy heart he 
' aſcended the ſtairs. e 


ve had juſt ſtarted from the interrupted doze, 
into which ſhe had fallen, and was riſing with 


terror 
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terror to enquire after her fither whit he 
entered the room. He advanced, and took her 
hand, then ſtopped, unable to ſay what be knew | 
” would ſo 19 8 diſtreſs r. 92 9 


* 


hy 1 perceive,“ ſaid ſhe, 1 te you have 
ſomething bad to tell me, but I had a dream 
that has compoſed me ta ſuffer all the inflictions 
of Providence. Iwill learn no more to repine, 


and receive with: fortitude whatever 1 is e 
me. ** ; 


N 3 


cc © Then, ” cried . cc kiſſing her, thou | 
art my daughter, and the bleſſing of the God of-. 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, reſt upon thee.— 
Prepare for yet another trial, and abide . the 
ovent in Patient 8 1 


| She was 0 blen, and his went on to inform her 
all he had heard, commending to her care the 
' diſcovery to Sophia and her ſiſter, whilſt he 

proceeded to Hanſon, whoſe ſituation he en- 


-couraged her to hope was not much worſe than 
Tn of Edward. 


77 55 will confeſs,” ſaid 1. ſpeaking FIROR 
the tears, which in defiance of her boaſted - 
ſtrength guſhed from her eyes, that I am 
more ſatisfied with certainty than ſuſpenſe, as 
I had every thing to fear from a character 10 
N as Cyphon” s. You know not the 
diſmal 


_ THEODORE CYPHON, © 20x © 


Aiſmal images that haunted my fancy, and made 
me miſerable indeed. I feel that now I have 
more than ordinary courage ariſing to combat 
this new diſtreſs, and ſurely ſome portion of 
Theodore's ſpirit reſts upon me.“ _ 


* + 


Shechem ſmiled at this enthuſiaſm of ex- 
preſſion, and glad to ſee that in the moment 
of trial, energy had taken place of feminine 
weakneſs, he again ſaluted her; then. hobbled 
from the houſe to the inn, where he hired 1 
a chaiſe, to convey him to the Red Dragon. "Wh 


When Edward had ſallied out after his 
friend, he haſtened inſtantly to the inn where 
he knew Squire Cyphon had put up, wiſely be | 
conſidering that the moſt obvious point of " 

Hanſon's intention. He learat on enquiry. 1 
that Cyphon was already gone, and whilſt 

he was ordering ſome wine from the hoſteſs, 
with intent to watch the arrival of his 
friend, Hanſon entered with a ſtern fero- 
city on his countehance, ſufficiently indica- 
tive of the deſperation of his purpoſe, He 
ſtarted back at fight of Edward, and was 
haſtening away, but the latter following took 
him by the arm, eaſily reſtraining the lighteſt 
_ eflorts ke made to e 2.52 1 37 


— 


& We were all alarmed,” ſaid Edward, 
at your abrupt departure. What purpoſe - 
can bring you to this place, When we ſo much 
e . : require 


— 
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require Thes preſence to ſuſtain us under the 
evil of heodore” 8 condemnation.” 5 


<c Leave may conjure you,” cried Hanſon, 
„ my N and is the voice of ho- 
oy nour.“ 


«6 J underſtand; , replied 3 4 1 know 
know you have intention to call Cyphon 0 
account, but this is neither the time nor t 
place. Beſides, how on the eve of Theodore's 
dreadful fate, can you think of putting your 
deſign into execution? How much will it 
embitter his laſt moments, to know that either 
his fa her or his brother have ſuffered by the 
hand of the other! Beſides, how can you 
leave Eve on the tortures of ſuſpence, fuck as 
you abſence muſt give her.“ 


N. 


— 


| My abſence !” cried he, in — 
A 1225 I am hateful to her ſight, I know 


the deſpiſes me, and I care not what may be 
the Aue of this duel. I will by heaven and 
earth, I will attempt to avenge the wrongs of 
my — OY my mother, my ſiſter, and m 
friend. Their united voice demands it of me; 
and all the daſtardly arguments of cowards can- 
not wreſt my purpoſe. 


7 


NF th 
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„ You miſtake widely,” replied Edward, 
with emphaſis, I offer no argument from 
fear, but is it reaſon to put in the power of 
chance a life ſo valuable, and that againſt a 
villain, who is unworthy honourable treat- 


ment 8 


. 


4 Tis very well,” replied Hanſon, ** thoſe. 
Arguments may be reaſonable and philoſo- 
phical, but T am not the man to be trod on 
without turning. If the law could give me 
reſtitution it were otherwiſe, but- this is wholly 
out of its conſideration, and I Twear by the ſpirit 
of my father, his deſtroyer ſhall not exult in 
ſafety. Return then, Edward, go to the com- 
| pany of women, and reconcile them to any 
event by your cool maxims; but I have not 
traverſed the burning ſands of Arabia, and 
plundered with the ferocious and blood-thirſty 
robber of the deſert, to ſtand a tame ſpectator 
when my friends and my relations are ſwept 
away before my eyes.“ 


WWW 


7% 4 
> 


This ſpeech had its effect upon Edward, 
he was indeed cooler and more prudent than 
Hanſon, hut he poſſeſſed courage and reſolu- 
tion, and was beſides ſomewhat piqued at the 
inſinuations thrown out. Since,” ſaid he, 
* e your purpoſe is fixed, and as this is not a 
| petty quarrel at a brothel or gaming-houſe, 
but to ſend puniſhment where common modes 

Vol.. II. es REES Lo 
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. . - } * 
cannot reach, command me to the laſt drop of 
my blood.” „ 1 85 


— 


„Well ſaid, my brave fellow! cried Han- 
ſon, ** You are now worthy to be my companion 
in a cauſe ſo noble, and now let us inftantly ſet 
about this glorious taſk.” ; 


i 


Edward returned to the inn to make further 
enquiry - into the route Cyphon had taken, 
whilſt Hanſon ' haſtened to a riding houſe to 
procure | horſes, having already provided piſ- 
tols and a ſword. Theſe latter aecoutrements 
Edward found means to procure for himſelf, 
and then haſtened to the place of rendezvous, 
from whence they followed the track of their 
e ? : ds 


It had been ſome time dark before they ſet 
out, ſo that they had no aſſurance of overtaking 
them, but in the ſuppoſition of their own ſafety, 
which would probably keep them in the high 
Toad, fo long as it continued towards Cyphon's 
reſidence. The night was extremely dark, not 
a ſingle flar ſhone through the maſs of the 
clouds to direct them, but inſpired by. the ſpirit 
of yalour, they rode forward at full fpeed, 
without attending to the road. In about an 
hour tl ey reached an inn, where they had the 
ſatis faction to learn that they chaiſe had chang- 
ed horſes not more than twenty minutes be fore 


2 diem. 
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them. Not waiting an inſtant for further 
enquiry, they ſpurred forward, often fancying 
they could diſtinguiſh the rattling of a carriage 


at a diſtance, which ſerved to encreaſe their 
ardour. 5 


. ** 


They now came to a part of the road which 


dividing involved them in doubt, the one ap- 
pearing to be the main road by its breadth, 
but branching away in an oppoſite direction to 


that of Cyphon's abode ; the other was à dark 


lane, overhung with oaks and elms, whoſe 
branches interwove, rendered the gloom more 


1 


impervious. 


> TH 


The villain,” cried Hanſon, © loves the 
regions of darkneſs, we ſhall therefore ptoba- 


bly find him in a road, diſmal enough for a con- 


__ duction to Pandemonium.“ 


— 


On this ſuppoſition they turned down the 


lane, into tenfold darkneſs, and owing to the 


une venneſs of the turf were often nearly 


thrown from their horſes. One advantage' 


they perceived in the ſoftneſs of the road, 


it preventing the elattering of their * horſes 
ſounding the alarm, though at the ſame time. 


it alſo ſunk the rattling of any carriage at a 
diſtance. „ n 85 — : 


— * 
oo - - 
—— 
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They continued in this gloomy lane 
without any addition of hope, till they ar- 
rived at 'a ford of water of conſiderable 
depth. Whilſt they were endeavouring to 
diſcover the moſt paſſable place, they could 
diſtihguiſh on the breeze which floated down 
the lane, the voices of ſeveral men, and Hanſon 
even fancied he could trace Cyphon and the 
Keeper. FE ow 355 


—ͤ— 


Conſiderations of perſonal ſafety were 
inflantly forgot, their horſes were "plunged - 
into the ſtream, and out of breath with 
the exertion of ſwimming, were ſpurred 
forward by the impetuoſity of the riders. 
In leſs than three minutes they came up 
to a carriage, which might have eſcaped 
in the dark, but for the voices of the per- 
ſens around it. Their numbers were not 
taken into conſideration. Hanſon rode op 
to the door to examine who were there, 
w hilſt Edward prevented the driver procced- 
Ag 5 | 


« 


«© Here, here,” oried a perſon, Hanſon in- 
Nantly knew to be his enemy. Take my 
purſe, and all that, and let us go on, for hea- 
wen's ſake.” | VVV : 


No, no,” replied Hanſon in fg 6 Villain, 
I know- you. I am no robber. You are the 


ile 
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vile plunderer, the legalized deſtroyer. I am 


Hanſon. I am the man whom you ſold for a 


flave, whom you ſent to fight the battles of 
injuſtice - hoſe father you deſtroyed - hoſe 


ſiſter you have polluted- Do you know me 
now? I am come to demand the retribution for 
your crimes. Prepare then e 1 give 


yau the advantage. of a man.“ 


The keeper, who was a railings brutiſh | 
fellow, at this addreſs, without ſpeaking, diſ- 
charged a piſtol through the carriage window, 

but without miſchief, his aim being taken 


at gueſs. Meanwhile Cyphon called "loudly, 
with curſes and threats, on the driver to pro- 


ceed, who ſpurred his horſe, and exerciſed 


his whip. Edward, who was not to be tri- 
fled with, brought him to the ground with a 
ſevere ſtroke on the head, and haſtened up 
to the carriage with a iſtol cocked, to re- 
venge the fire of the. keeper, but the ſervant 


who-was behind coming up, and attempting to 
Pole Edward, received the contents in his 


ulder. 


With 8 . Bdward woah | 


round to the oppoſite fide of the carriage. 
Hanſon opened the. door Where he ſtood, 


vowing if the coward, ſoul of Cyphon durſt 
not give him the ſatisfaction of honourable 
terms, he would ſhoot him as he ſat. 


1 8 bi 
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This menace arouſed the dormant ferocity of 
Cyphon, his imperious ſpirit inſtantly caught 
fire, and graſping at his arms, be cried out, 
*« Wretch that thou art, inſignificant germ of 
a maggot, ſtand by, and tremble at my wrath. 
Who art thou that dareſt thy ſacrilegious 
nand againſt a deſcendant of the Cyphons, 


thou who art unworthy to breathe the ſame 
WWF: 190 | | | 


A volley of curſes were vented on the part 
of the keeper, whoſe notions of honour were 
ſavage violence. The laws of equality were 
with him the laws of folly, for he conſidered. 
that when a man ſtood fhll to receive the fire 

of his adverſary, if killed, he ſhould loſe his 
turn; he therefore haſtened to procure: himſelf 
the priority, at the inflant when Cyphon de- 
ſcended from the chaiſe, in acceptance of the 
challenge of Hanſon, which however his fears 
prompted, his ſenſe of dignity would not 
permit him to refuſe. The keeper threw open 


the door vn. his fide, aud with an imprecation 


fired at Edward. The ball grazed along his 
forchead, and feeling himſelf wounded as well 
as irritated by ſo treacherous a proceeding, he 
inſtantly fired, then daſhing his piſtol in an aim 
the flaſh had given him, he leaped from his 
horſe, running ſword in hand to cut down the 
keeper. ' . 
This man, who had been familiar in actions 
of blood, but did not expect ſo vigor an 
. . | aſſault, 
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aſſault, darted at the ſame inſtant from the car- 
riage, armed with a broad ſword, which he 
uſed at random in the dark. It was impoſſible 
to attempt coolly to parry a thruſt, when it 
could not be ſeen, and therefore Edward ftrik- 
ing in a floped direction with his ſword, to 
turn afide any blow that might be coming, 
cloſed with his adverſary, and ſhortening his 
point, ſtabbed him twice into the body, at 
which the keeper fell down with a groan 
and expired. 5 | e aL 


I.!n the mean time Hanſon end Cyphon had 
taken the ground at random, and fired their 
firſt ſhot; without taking place, but the monien- 
- tary illumination diſcovering their pgſitton, their 
ſecond fire had an equal effect, both being dan- | 
gerouſly woundec. „ 


1 


1 have received your fire, cried Hanſon, 
but I am not ſatisfied. The erimes you 

| have committed are not yet expiated, and I 

. _. » defy you to continue the combat till you either 
_own yourſelf the blackeſt monſter the earth 

ſuffers on. its graaning boſom, or till we both 


fall.” 


* 
* 
* * . . g 
# 2 ” : 


Worm!“ cried Cyphon, in choler, 
Inſignificant brat of a three-halfpenny cu- / 

rate, a fellow whom I turned out for rent; 

What waſt thou? Did not I ſend thee to 

| . : ſchool, and pay for thy education? but chance 
| 15 e 3 a has 
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has made you an upſtart, and all that, Know, 
that one drop of the blood of the Cyphon's, 
is more valuable than all that ever flowed 
in the dirty veins of thy whole generation 


ſince the days of Adam, and yet thou dareft 
defy me... a 


ce Miſcrable 8 1 of San 
importance, replied Hanſon, in a tone of 
the deepeſt contempt: © Of what value is 
thy boaſted. birth, ſince it only gave the 
power to be a villain? Of what- value is thy - 
exiſtence to mankind, when no cye will 
weep at thy death? And of what value is 
thy mighty anceſtry, when the laſt of thoſe 
illuſtrious perſonages ſhall, the day after to- 


1 4 0 be 2 like a dog, or common 
thief ?*? 1 | 


8 This reproach was too much . the keen 
= pride of Cyphon; burſting with rage he cried 
out to Hanſon to make ready, ſwearing that 
he would ſtand his fire, whilſt a nerve gave 
72m FE to MAE the trigger. . 


10 this temper they charged and fired at the 

tas time, with the moſt inveterate animoſity, 
but both being _ wounded, they ſunk upon. 
the 3 88 


7 
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friends with this event. 
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5 Edward, though cut in ſeveral places of his 


arm, now came up, and raiſing his friend from 


the ground, ſupported him to his horſe, which 


he mounted with extreme diſſiculty. „ 


The ſervants at the ſame time buſied 
themſelves, as well as their wounds would 
permit, in placing their maſter in the car- 
riage, who vowed to proſecute with all 


the thunder of the law, the outrage he had 
\ ſuffered. n * 


2 


Faint with loſs of blood, Hanſon was con- 


ducted at an eaſy pace to the Red. Dragon, 
where he was admitted to a bed, and as any 


delay might be fatal, Edward ſlightly bound up 
his hand and arm, and mounting a freſh horſe, 
haſtened to fend a ſurgeon, and acquaint his 


= 
— 5 "4 


* 


- 
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+. QHAP, XIII. 


When you ek 8 on this, then cuter me, 
11 theſe be 9 of 8 5 ; 
Orp hn 


Wu HEN Benſadi 1 at the Red Dra- 


gon, he found a ſurgeon attending in the room 


where Hanſon lay, who had ſuffered ſo much 


from loſs of blood, that it was deemed dange- 
rous to attempt extracting the balls, until reſt 
ſhould in ſome degree have fitted him for 
exertion. 


% 


« I am ſomething ſatisfied. oy mid he to the 
Jew, that I have revenged 92 injuries on the 
head of the old N I ſhall now be willing 
to die.” i „ 


pi 


« How ſo,” demanded Shechem ? « Were 
Tin as * 1 ſhould deſire to live.” 


4 This 
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c This is not the time,” replied he, to 
| ſtand on punRiilio. I will candidly own then, 
that I have long loved your daughter, but her 
paſſion for Theodore prevents her partiality 
for me. I am hurt at her coolneſs. - I ſee ſhe 
cannot return my affection, and without her 
Ido not deſire to live.“ e 


* 


ee believe thou mayeſt think ſo at preſent,” 

anſwered Shechem, and that thou loveſt my 

daughter by thy melancholy accents ; but doſt 

thou not know that even if ſhe could return 
thy affection, thou art a chriſtian? | 


«© No,” replied Hanſon, ** am not a chriſ- 
tian, unleſs being born in Chriſtendom con- 
ſtitutes me ſuch. My religion is univerſal, 
it embraces all ſes, countries, and tongues.—: 
Tis the religion of reaſon, and as to the va- 
rious modes of expreſſion in England, I can 
liſten with attention to the national faith at 

Smyrna and Jeruſalem to the law of Moſes 
Ein Arabia to that of Mahomet—and I do 
not ſee why, becauſe I do not think, exactly 

like another, that the affairs of life ſhould be 

retarded.” ? 25 FFF 


e 2 nw 
* 


** 


: Sghechem ſmiled. © Well,“ ſaid he, “ this 
is my daughter's buſineſs, with her you mult 
ſettle it.“ ey EG, 
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F After ſome time the ſurgeon entered, and 
having procuxed other aſſiſtance, he propoſed 


to probe the wounds, which operation the 


feelings of the Jew not being familiar with, 
he retired to a private room to reflect, and to 
prop up falling nature by a flight refreſh- 


ment. 


_ Hanſon being much exhauſted by the tor- 

Þr a time relieved 
by a reſtorative. cordial and an opiate, being 
then left to the protection of the nurſe. In 
the mean time Shechem walked in the gar- 


den, and liſtened to the bells which proclaimed 
to the glad peaſants that it Was Sunday. He 


ſat down on the bank, and his benevolence was 
gratified in beholding the gay ſuns and daugh- 
ters of labour, with ſun-burnt faces and 
gaudy coloured dreſſes, haſtening to the 


Churches, to viſit ſome lover or relation. 


Yet, thought he, ſome ſelf ſtiled philoſophers#, 


men who know not the heat and burden of 
the day, would deſtroy this excellent inſtitu- 
tion, becauſe it robs the nation of a ſeventh , 


of its labour. Is man then become a flave ?. 
Is the meal of the next hour only to. be pro- 
vided with the drudgery of the preſent ? This 
indeed is too generally the caſe, but let us ſee 


the benefits ariſing from this addition of na- 
tional labour. hy then the. poor would 


earn more, would be able to pay more taxes, 


and a few might then ride in their coaches, 


who now walk on foot. 


| | 3 Some wodern Reformers who talk of Liberty. 


— 


A | 1 © 


rally this viſit of his daughter, but he found 
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It muſt be confeſſed this was a Tamidy re- 
„ and diverted from ſtriking itſelf farther 
by the arrival of a cbaiſe, which brought 
1 and the ſiſters of Hanſon, to the Red 
Dragon. Shechem would have attempted to 


that this was not a time, and that his ſpirits 
were far too low. He received them with 
his wonted ſmile of goodneſs, and attempted 
to chear the fears of Sophia, who was greatly 
. afflicted at the ſudden departure of her huſband, 
and would immediately have followed him, had | 

ſhe been N with bis route. 


5 


80 many intereſts now S EY the at- 
tention of Shechem, that he knew not which 
to attend to firſt, for however his care might 
be required by thoſe around him, his thoughts 
returned to the unhappy Theodore, immerfed 
in the dungeons of condemnation, and left to 
all the miſery and ſolitary reflection, with the 
| ſpeedy proſpe& of to-morrow's- arrival, when 
be was doomed. to make retribution. to the 
laws of his country, and plunge into the vor- 
tex of dark uncertainty. A picture like this 
could not fail affecting the mind of the Jew; 
he ſaw no danger that could attend com- 
mitting to the care of his daughter and Han- 
ſon's fiſters, the care of their wounded. bra- 
ther; ; and he determined to haſten to Theo- 


dore, whoſe ſpirits he knew muſt droop at this 
N * 


/ 
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He imparted to them bis intention, and 
60 that Hanſon might not be diſturbed, as 
his preſent weakneſs rendered any agitation 
extremely dangerous; but though Eve would 
have been the laſt perſon to retard his cure, ſne 
yet could not forbear, after her father's depar- 
ture, ſtealing a viſit to the ſick room, to con- 
vince herſelf from obſervation of the true ſtate 

- ofthe axon | V 


She had been informed that he was fallen 
into a doze, and that the nurſe remained alone 
+ _ with him. She wiſęly conſidered thas though 
| her entrance might not interrupt his fleep, be- 
ing accompanied by his ſiſters might, ſhe there- 
fore flipped away from them, and was ad- 
mitted by the nurſe, who endeavoured in a wy 
voice to ſatisfy her e 


* 


* 


DE he entratpeiof Eve kad not 33 ſo filent © 
as to eſcape the notice of Hanſon, who ſtart- _ 
ed at the moſt 'trifling ſound, and © lca | 


round be raiſed his eyes on the e he le 
Nor us eee... 


% Leave me,” ſaid he, faintly, « Suffer me, 
too lovely Eve, to die in e ke Jam the 
ohje& e hatred.' 125 | | 


—— 


„ J hate 
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40 1 hate you l“ ſaid Eve, with TONE: 
No, very far from it, Hanſon.“ 


cc a qo”, 4 he, . more ſpirit than 


he could have been ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, ** Am 
I then ſo: bleſſed, am I then loved \ ee hs 
charming; the excellent Eve 7“ 


5 1 did not hs ſo, . ſhe, bluſhing: 
«Is 8 no medium between. love and ha- 
tred Fes 


K — 22 
1 


- . * a: j 


True, ſaid he, << 2 true; I once 
e your friendſhip alone could make me 
* bleſſed, but I am glad that I ſhall. ſoon be no 


more, ſince your affections cannot receive a 


warmer 8 ſlag. Ah! lovely Eve, what 
ſhall 1 ſay? For whilſt 1 would endeavour 


to explain to you the fervour of my love, my 


ardent deſires, I feel that I ſhall perhaps very 
ſhortly. be incapable of action, and like Theo- 
dore, leave this earth, unbleſſed by the ſociety 
of the woman, on whom my ſoul doated | to 
delight—to miſery.” 


- 


A picture like this, F e ſo ſad from 
the man, who at leaſt was equal in heart to 
any other, inſtantly fixed the heſitating reaſon 


of Eve; and giving way to the ſudden im- 


FO it had made "Ou. her, ſne burſt into 
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tears, and far down on. a chair Wade the 
1 


. 


„ Live, I beſeech you,” id the, in a voice 
ſcarcely audible for tears, I wil not diſ- 
- guiſe to you my weakneſs. Yes, Hanſon, © 
8 are dear to. me, but you. know that 1 
oved Theodore—you know his virtues—you 
know his terrible ſituation at this hour. Can 
1 then give encouragement to love? Can 1 
accept. another, whilſt he lies under ſentence 
of death? Pity me, Hanſon, judge of my 
diſtreſſed; mind, and ſpare me. This con- 
feſſion ought to content you. Your reſem- 
blance to Theodore was the firſt attraction 
you poſſeſſed. Live then, but -allow me 
time to overcome the e which diſtraQts 
„ . | | S 
66 Knoclient girl, 8 blind he, Ke pardon m me 
overlopk my felfiſhneſs—allow me a proſpect of 
- hope, and Lam contented. I will endeavour 
to live ſince you with 555 and truſt my deſires » 
your e . 4 ; 


= here the nurſe 3 in regard to hor 
patient, and Eve willingly retired, for ſhe felt 
fo much confuſion at the en ſhe. had 
made, that ſhe wiſhed to retire to reflect, and 
ſatisfy herſelf that her een were eonlident 
8 decorum. ö 


-+ 


5 37 ions 


= a laſt adieu. 


. 
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r found I heodore firm and col 
ledted, though ſunk in the profoundeſt me- 
lancholy. He qualified as much as conſiſtency 
permitted, the action between Hanſon and his 
father, and would wholly have ſuppreſſed it, 
had any other excuſe reſented. to account for 
their abſence and negle oh: in not 4, Raging him 


— 


| «} have conſidered, „ 0 Theodore, 
ce that in the moſt enviable fituation, there is 
little for us to deſire to live; but when 1 look 
into the more humble ſtations, I fee: much 
for us to defire to die. This new tranſaction 
has confirmed my opinion, and I almoſt pity 
thoſe whom I ſhall leave behind me. I have 
in the meditations of the night run over the 
ſtate of man, from his moſt ſavage exiftence, 
to what is termed his refined mode of civilized” 
life, but T find the view equally dark, and 
that blood and vice are the- colourings of the 
picture. What is called ſtill life, is a life of 
toil ; and the envied ſtation of the rich and 
the noble, is corroded by jealouſies, and de- 
ſtroyed by x jrring paſſions. The inſatiate 
appetite of ſelf-intereſt is univerſally predomi- 
nant; and natural as it is, fuch is the ill con- 
ſtruction of this world, that it cannot be ſa- 
tisfied in one, without advanci on the rights 
of another; even Nature herfelf, in all her 
varied degrees of exiſtence, is imperfect. 
One clals is alone called into being by the de- 
; rn of another. Man thrives on the wp 
x % er 
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der orf man, and one animal engorges another. 
The plants ſpring up, wither, and die, then 
becoming manure to others, and the very 
elements deſtroy and produce each other. As 
members then of this univerſal maſs of corrup- 
tion, I know not whether it is wiſdom to deſire 
to be, or not to be.“ . 5 


* 


Fou have plunged me, ſaid Sbechem, 
„ into a vaſt labyrinth of diſquiſition, where 
the light of human intellect is inadequate to 
illum ine or to guide, and where every ſpecula- 
tion muſt lead to the mazes of doubt. I can- 
not then pronounce with deciſion, but this 1 
can think, that if man is confined to this ter- 
rene eee if the limits of his exiſtence 
are no farther extended than while he gropes 
about on the ſurface of the earth, he is of all 
animals the mot miferable, and . tranſcen- 


dent gift, the mighty Ferroni = reaſon, is 
but a mode of torment,” | 


* 


5 have, replied „ OS PII ec in Fe 
where no human eye could penetrate, retired 
from life and from man. I have ſhut up my 
_faul in the chambers of reflective reaſon, and 
given looſe to my doubts. I haye even been 
on the point of concluding with the materialiſt, 

that all is the fruition of chance, and that the 
ſoul and body are one and indiviſible, and muſt 

18 . But when I remembered 

e * 
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* dat no effect can be produced without a cauſe, 
n 1 followed vp the chain to the commencement 
y of creation; and thus I ſaid, if there be 
s [no Creator, how eame this harmony of parts, 
„ for chance muſt have produced confuſion. 
e | The attributes of matter are extenſion, gravi- 


tation, and attraction; with theſe properties 
the various worlds muſt have ſunk into the 
bottom (if I may fay ſo) of the vacuum, and 


* 


- by force of attraction been united in a maſs. 

bh How comes it then that they revolve in un- 

8 ceaſing and unvarying eclipties? If chance 
2 produced men, and animals, and plants, why 

. does not chance now produce them? Why do 

5 they net ſpring up ſpontanecufly in our fields 

be and woods? There muſt have been a firſt of 

5 each, whence, when, and how were they 


produced by chance? Thus I beheld deſign, 
i and beheld a God. Again, for the argument 
was ſpecious, that our ſoul and body was the 


A | ſame, I reſſected that if one, the vital ſpirit 

1 muſt fly off and decay, the ſame as the body, 
and therefore in a courſe of years not one par- 
ticle remain the ſame z thus the next moment 

1 ſhould be a different being, and the ſoul of 

NS  . year hence could not be puniſhed for a crime 

ed committed by the ſoul of to-day. What alfo 8 

a muſt become of memory, and how, if always 

nd \ changing, how am 1 conſcious of being the 

en ſame? Yet I can trace back my actions for 

{t, Fears, I am conſcious that I am, and tave 

he been, and therefore my ſoul is not the ſame 

uſt as my body, but a purer ſubſtance, becauſe 

ed like the body it docs not evaporate. . The me- 


taphyſicians of to-day tell us that the ſoul is 
e | RR without 


* 
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without parts. Why don't they ſay at once 
there is no ſuch 4 9 for tis the ſame as ſay- 
ing that a thing can be, and not be at the ſame 
time; for whatever is muſt have parts, or ex- 
tenſion. We ſce that the body cannot act 
without the ſoul, from whence we may infer 
that the ſoul can ad without the body ; be- 
cauſe if it can a& within, may it not ac with- 
out, the body being re matter, and can aa 
natbing t to the es of f ſpirit.” 


% 


. 1 no 3 doubt,” 9 Shechem. 
| I never did doubt of the being of a God, but 
1 knew not what to think when 1 ſaw the „ 
minations daily committed with impunity. 
When I ſaw man-flaughter taught as a ſcience, 

and- the name of the Moſt High profaned, as 
fanQtioning the, murder of thoſe beings he 
„ would have permitted to live. Where, thought 
I, was Providence, when Alexander ſlaugh- 
- tered his thouſands? Where, when the gold- 
thirſting Spaniards put the knife to the throats 

of millions of Mexicans and Peruvians ? and 

: Where, — But alas! my friend, my ſoul ſickens 


at the picture, and I will believe W muſt. be 
A time of THOR, X 


60 « Perhaps,” faid Thoodns & the crimes 

| Gele produce ſufficient puniſhment. A 
- wounded mind is a companion that permits no 
reſt to the harrowed ſoul, but follows alike to 
the banquet and the pop, ; beſides is there a. 


- -petty crime that bring not . it a a punifn- 
re 8 


4 ö 


„„ . I know : 
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I know not whether my readers may take 


pleaſure in attending to the diſcourſe of a dun- 


geon, or to thoſe deep reflections the misfor- 


tunes and impending fate of Theodore excited. 


Perhaps the gayer ſcenes of life may pleaſe 


them better, and feeling in themſelves the truth | 


of thoſe poſitions, may-endeavour to ſhake off 
the dull conſideration, and aim to live, whilft to 


live is allowed them. 


Shechem returned at night to the inn, where 
he found Hanſon ſomething better, and the 
ladies calmed into reſignation, endeavoured to 


ſupport themſelves under the event of to- mor- 


row. Eve found it itnpoſſible to ſuſtain herſelf 
under a laſt farewell, her ſoul recoiled with a 
chill ſhudder from the thought of embracing for 


the laſt time, a man whom ſhe had loved, and 
who was to be torn from before her, and ex- 
tended on a gibbet. | 1 1 


gut though his two ſiſters under went much 


the ſame ſenſation, they retained firmneſs en- 


ough once more to bid him adieu, and mingle 


their tears with his. Shechem wiſhed them to 


remain behind, as well from his fear of their 


inability to ſupport ſo great a ſhock, as that they 


might ſuſtain the ſpirits of his daughter, but 


finding them determined to go, he did not ven- 
ture to oppoſe them. . e 


ar 
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An unuſual ſolemnity ſeemed to them to 
reign in the priſon, and as they advanced a 
dampneſs crept over them. The grating bolts 
ſmote upon their hearts with terror, and when 
they entered the cell they ſunk down, overcome 
with ſickneſs and fear. Some water was pro- 
vided to recover them, and Shechem, notwith- 
ſtanding all his firmneſs, was glad to ſwallow a 
few ſpoonfuls, which reſtored to him the power 


1 


of utterance. | 


This ſcene. was grievous to Theodore, who 
ſeemed reanimated with new firmneſs, in place 
of diſmay at approaching diſſolution. He em- 
braced his fiſters and Shechem. Why,” 
ſaid he, do you lament at my happineſs ? 
either I am going to meet Eliza, or this day I 
- ceaſe for ever to be, and oblivion will enſhroud 
me. Do not then embitter this my day of tri- 
umph, but let me ſee you reſigned and ſmiling, 
that I may recall to mind the delight I experi- 
enced the firſt day I beheld you in your father's 
P. oEEF- PP 


a- 


& Oh!” cried- the youngeſt, throwing her 
arms about his neck, ** ſurely they will not have 
the barbarity to hang ſo amiable a man. Is it 
not all a dream? Am I really awake?“ 


True, my fiſter,” ſaid Theodore, and 
now for the firſt time a tear ſtarted in his eye, 
5 : © as: 


e 
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as be preſſed her to bis boſom, and kiſſed her 


cheek, which though blooming, had now 


faded to a cold white. + © True,” ſaid he, 
„ this is all a dream, and you would prevent 
my waking before vou, to enjoy a more happy 


re 


* 9 


* 


The door was now opened 5 the keeper, 
and two men advanced with implements t to 


- knock off his 1 irons. 


cc Who are then , ee S>phie ſtarting _ 


up with a look of wildneſs, “ Oh! my brother, 
what are they going to do? Surely, ſurely, 


they will not take you from us. Take me,“ 


cried ſhe, throwing herſelf before them, he 
is not guilty, he is not . | 


| % 1 a 3 ; * 5 * 
| 7 


The colour ſtuſhed in the faces of the — 


for What heart could reſiſt the impreſſion of 


compaſſion, when enforced by the voice of 
beauty and grief? Fhey ſtopped, they beſi- 


tated, and agreed to wait yet half an hour. 
Thie trivial reſpite was quickly elapſed, and 
taey again entered, attended by a clergyman, 
. who endeavoured to exert the voice of reaſon, 
to o {till the tumults of nature and paſſion. 
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They were torn from his embrace by violence, 
and as he quitted the cell, funk down in a faint- 

ing fit, to which even Shechem had not 
- ſtrength to attend. That benevolent defcen- 
dant of Abraham found himſelf fo ſhocked the 
moment he. loſt fight of Theodore m} the 
gloomy paſſage of the priſon, that reflection 
aded from him, and he caft himſelf on the 

round in a momentary ſuſpenſion of reaſon. 
He then aroſe and made an effort to follow 
Theodore, but he found his enfeebled frame 
had received a ſtroke ſo violent, that his ſtrength 
refuſed to ſuſtain him, and in a gloomy kind of 
fortitude he ſat down, gazing on the two ſiſters, 
who remained inſenſible, notwithſtanding the 
efforts of the ſurgeon, who inftantly attend- 


— 


In the mean time the melancholy proceſſion 
attended by vaſt crowds of weeping ſpectators, 
advanced flowly to the place of execution.— 
No ſmile- was viſible on any of their features, 
nnd many quitted a ſcene too mournfut for 
their feelings. With a calm and ſettled dignity 
Theodore ſuſtained his ſituation, he endeavour- 
ed to ſmile upon the crowd, but again his fea- 
tures relaxed to the ſolepuuaty they had long 
% ᷣũtTMl!ññußß;; CFOs 1 
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When they arrived at the platform, a dead , 
ſilence prevailed, whilſt Theodore pronounced i 
woith the Miniſter a ſhort prayer, but this office 1 
ftniſhed, an univerſal ſound of | weeping was : {| 
heard, and Theodore contemplated for a mo- ö 
ment the many who pitied his fate. He ad- 
vanced by permiſſion of the Sheriff, to the edge if 

of the cart, and waving his hand to the people, | 
they were huſhed into filence. *©* Learn, my 1 
friends, faid he, from this the obedience = 
due to the laws. It is neceſſary that I ſhould | [ 
thus ſuffer for the outrage I have comm it- 1 
ted, and let all mankind learn, that when paſſi- 1 

on overcomes reaſon, deſolation is the conſe- - | 
quence.” 1 8 b | 
He then remained ſilent, and taking from his 
boſom the picture of Eliza, preſſed it to his b 
lips, and afterwards. gave it to the Miniſter. | 


% Now,” ſaid he, I am ready, and tell my ; 


father that with my laſt breath I forgive the $ 
wrongs he has done me, as I conſider them - Ml 


proceeding from erroneous reaſoning, and the £ 
unreſtrained paſſion off power.” Ts ö 
The knot was then fixed; the cart withdrew, i 
andthe ſufferings of Theodore ended. Pt 1 

a d Fas ** % 4 . | p 6 x : | 
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; A general groan burſt from the ſpectators. 
Murmurs of execration were mingled in the 
air with the names of Theodoric and Cyphon; 
after the uſual time the body was cut down, 
and delivered to the proxies of Shechem, by 


whom it was afterwards interred in the ſame 


tomb with Eliza. + 
A meſſenger immediately fet out for the 
habitation of Cyphon, who lay wounded, and 
a prey to all the ſuggeſtions of difappointed am- 
bition. He had employed all his intereſt to 
procure a reſpite or pardon, but never having 
learnt to cringe to any above him, delay ſuc- 
ceeded to delay, till interceſſion became in- 
effectual. The certain knowledge of his ſon's 
death, ſtruck him like a clap of thunder over 
the head of a man committing ſome ad of 
outrage 3 and the laſt dying ſpeech and confeſ- 
2 ion, which was cried beneath his windows, 
3 ook every nerve to anguiſh. He repented 
FH - having purſued with ſo much madneſs a ſon, - 
whoſe firmneſs he admired; and - whoſe virtues 
be could not but acknowledge. Even pride 
- loſt much in his ſight, as the ſuggeſtion naturally 
| preſented, that had he liſtened to the wiſhes of 
> his ſon, he might now have ſeen him happy, 
and been bleſſed with deſcendants to continue 
his name. The two eſtates devolving on Theo- 
dore would have enſured wealth and honour ſuf- 
5 | flicient; 
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ficientz whereas now, _ his brother had been 
murdered, himſelf ſtained in ſanguinary crimes, 
and his ſon executed by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman. | $0” 


Where was now the honour of accumulated: 
dignity, where was now the boaft of power? 
he alone, reduced by diſeaſe and corroſive: : 
jealouſy, remained the ſubje& of deſpair, and 
ſmarting under the anguiſh of a mutilated frame. 
From reflections ſo galling to a man of his im- 
perious nature, he ſtruggled to fly; and finding 
that opiates were admmiſtered to relieve the 
acute pains of the body, he applied a larger 
doſe to alleviate the more excruciating ſuffer- 
ings of his mind. 


Perhaps, on ſumming up his worldly account 
of happineſs to come, he found the balance ſo 
far againſt him, that ſpurmng at the hand of 
retributive Juſtice, he reſolved to quit à ſtate 
now become inſupportable. Opium furniſhed. 
the means, and cloſed the eyes of a man whoſe 
exiſtence was a curſe upon the earth, and 
whoſe death was conſidered by the neighbour- 
ing poor, as a judgment for his crimes, and 
à ſubje& of rejoicing, as a liberation from 
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| This event occa ſioned ſome fear to Shechem 
and the Hanſons, who expected their brother 


might be called to account; but from this 


they were relieved by the depoſitions of the 
ſervants and the verdict of the jury, who very 
wiſely imputed it to inſanity, becauſe it was 
inconſiſtent with decency to bury a gentleman 
in a croſs-road, or mutilate the body of a mani 
ſo wealthy; and if any doubt might remain, 


it was done away, by a ſel 
advanced by the foreman, 


__ 


f.evident argument, 


% We all know,” Cd hs; « that to be 
reſpeQed and honoured has been the chief end, 
and motive and deſign of the life and actions 


of the *Squire. 


And ſo now, Gentlemen, don't 


.. we all know that be hanged his ſon, rather than 


be ſhould marry, and have connection and live 


with a woman of a low and groveling birth ? 
Now this being clear, the Squire could not be 
in his ſenſes and right mind, as we ſay, or he 
would not have gone to run the hazard of being 
trod bencath the feet of every ſwine- driver and 
common beggar in the pariſn. es 6p 


. 


- 


No one atopy 


obſer vation; an 


ted to.diſſent from ſo juſt an 
the perſon who - had thrown 


Theodoric's eſtate into Chancery, to teſtify 
his forrow at the deceaſe of his relation, 
| blazoned his virtues in marble; a 


— 


nd ſuc- 
ceeding 
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ode ding ages will wonder at his charity, hu- 
nity, parental tenderneſs, and exemplary 


* 


No enquiry had been made into the deceaſe 


of the keeper, whoſe death had been found 
accidental, as the ſervants, not having the fear 


of their maſter before their eyes, and having 
the gold of Shechem' in their pockets, made 
oath that he was the firſt to begin the attack, 
which was in fact the caſe, and that, owing to 


the darkneſs, it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh 


bo 


a. 


Time had reſtored to Hanſon: his ſtrength, . 
and taken from the grief of the ladies, whoſe 
thoughts again veered to the enjoyments of life. 
Eve had not yet conſented to be the wife of 


Hanſon, as ſhe pleaded for a year to- mourn the 


fate of Theodore, conſidering that propriety 
demanded this attentio. 0 


fs | 


, 


— 


AE 


Edward, incited by the. little notice taken of 
his late exploit, and truſting to the defect af * 
witneſſes, who could not poſſibly aſcertain his 
perſon in a night ſo dark, ventured” to 5 
| | BY ; 3 
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from France; and Shechem, retiring to the 


Minories, continued to extort from the ſpend- 


thrift, to accumulate bond to bond, and in. 


defiance of every Chriſtian example, to beſtow 
charity without applauſe, and benefit mankmd 
in ſecret. - : | 85 


Let thoſe who maurn our Hero's wayward fate, 

L earn to reftrain with Reafon's guiding pow'r 
Impulſi e paſſion, leſt repentance late | 
Should give to mis'ry each ſucceeding hour. 
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